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I. Preliminaries


A. Class logistics and questions from last time


B. Introductions and Group Discussion Strategy

II. Exercise: Reviewing Research Topics and Terms
III. Lecture and Discussion

A. Review of Basic Research Approaches

B. Assignment #1

C. APA Style

D. APA Review: Expression of Ideas

E. APA Manual Examples, Pyrczak

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
III. Lecture and Discussion

A. Review of Basic Research Approaches


1. Quantitative and Qualitative 


2. Exploratory, Descriptive, Explanatory


3. Cross-sectional and Longitudinal

B. Assignment #1

C. APA Style

1. Content and Organization of a Manuscript (see Pyrczak for review)
2. Expression of Ideas

3. APA Editorial Style

4. Manuscript Preparation and Sample Paper

D. APA Review: Expression of Ideas

1. Writing Style

a.
Orderly presentation of ideas

b.
Smoothness and economy of expression



jargon, wordiness, redundancy, length

c.
Precision and clarity



- word choice, colloquial expressions, pronouns



- comparisons



- attribution (appropriate use of third person, avoiding




anthropomorphism, use of “we”

d.
Strategies to improve writing style



- write from an outline



- putting aside first draft, then reading it after a delay



- asking a colleague to critique the draft for you

2. Grammar

3. Reducing Bias in Language

Use appropriate terminology and labels.

Avoid editorializing.


Avoid “truth”, “prove”, “clearly”… 

E. APA Manual Examples, Pyrczak
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Reviewing Research Topics and Terms 

In the Chapter 16 example from Kirkpatric and Feeney (2010), (1) identify the problem/issue, (2) write a one-sentence research statement, (3) identify the dependent and independent variables, (4) write the hypothesis(es), (5) formulate operational definitions for your variables, (6) formulate a research question, and (7) identify potential theme(s):

 Problem/Issue:

 Research Statement: “This research examines...”

 Dependent Variable(s):

 Independent Variable(s):

 Hypothesis(es): “It is hypothesized that...”

 Operationalize your variables above

 What research question(s) could one ask if a qualitative component were added to this study?  What themes might be found?

For your own topic, (1) identify the problem/issue, (2) write a one-sentence research statement, (3) identify the dependent and independent variables, (4) write the hypothesis(es), (5) formulate operational definitions for your variables, (6) formulate a research question, and (7) identify potential theme(s):

 Problem/Issue:

 Research Statement:

 Dependent Variable(s):

 Independent Variable(s):

 Hypothesis(es):

 Operationalize your variables above

 What research question(s) could one ask if a qualitative component were added to this study?  What themes might be found?
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Multiple Regression

Sample Problem

A resilience researcher conducted a s udy with an at-risk preschool popula-
tion in a continuing effort to determine why many children growing up in
potentially damaging environments come through relatively unharmed and
well adjusted whereas other children suceumb to the stress. This preschool
population was deemed to be at risk for educational and developmental de-
lays due to a number of risk factors, including low social status, parental psy-
chiatric disorders or criminality, and overcrowding/large family size. Be-
cause past resilience research suggested that family social support, child
biological dispositions (temperament), and characteristics of the home envi-
ronment are associated with the likelihood of future adaptive outcomes, the
researcher decided to investigate these variables to determine whether they
would be powerful predictors of resilience in a sample of 30 at-risk preschool
children. The children were tested for age-appropriate developmental abili-
ties (verbal, motor, cognitive, self-help, emotional, and social), and an aggre-
gate score for these abilities was used as the dependent measure of resilience.
(Higher scores indicate greater overall developmental abilities.) Families
were asked to fill out a social support questionnaire to measure the helpful-
ness of sources of support to families raising a young child. (Higher SCoTes,,
indicate greater support.) Teachers were asked to rate aspects of each child’s
home environment (such as emotional and verbal responsiveness of parents,
learning and language stimulation, availability of play materials, and so on)
during regular home visits. (Hligher scores indicate a more positive home en-
vironment.) A child temperament scale was also completed by teachers.
(Hligher scores indicate an easy, adaptive, flexible temperamental style, and
lower scores indicate an intense, difficult, less malleable temperamental
style.) The results are as follows:




