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Spring 2013
Full Research Proposal 
The research proposal unites your research question, literature review and methods into one integrated whole.  This paper lays out the rationale and your plan for undertaking your research project.  Write this paper in the form of an integrated essay, but divide the paper into the sections given below.  Remember that all parts of the paper revolve around your research questions and/or hypotheses.  The literature and methods must link directly to these questions/hypotheses.  

Your paper should be no more than 5 pages, including the References Cited, using 1.5 spacing and a 12-point font (maximum 1500 words).  Be sure to paraphrase all information and cite the source of the information.
Required components of the research proposal include: 

Title

· Give a title that summarizes your research topic

Research Objective
· State the overall environmental issue you will investigate.

· Briefly discuss the importance of this question as an environmental studies topic.  Include basic factual information and relevant statistics to demonstrate its importance.  
· Give the specific research questions and/or hypotheses for which you will collect and analyze data.

Literature Review
· Provide a review of findings from researchers on your topic.  Clearly summarize what researchers have learned about this topic.  Be sure to focus specifically on your research questions and hypotheses.

· Cite any controversies or conflicting findings that you find in the research.

· State how your research will fill a research gap or add to the knowledge in the field.
· Cite at least 8 peer-reviewed sources as well as additional agency and web sources, as needed.

Methods

· Describe the study area and/or population from which data will be collected. Give the period during which you will collect data and how often you will collect data.
· Give the unit of analysis for your research (for example, individual people surveyed, each unique nest, unique site sampled, etc.) and sampling design for selecting your data collection subjects (random or non-random)
· State the parameters for which you will collect data on each subject.  If you are collecting data on specific classes (such as one or more treatments), state what these classes are.

· Describe the procedures you will use to collect the data on each parameter.  Describe the tools you will use to collect data such as the equipment, survey or documents you will use.
· Provide a data collection form that clearly shows your parameters and how data for each subject will be recorded.

· State the statistical methods you will use to analyze your data on each parameter.
· Briefly note any sources of bias in your data collection and limitations to applying the results of your study more widely. 

· Give expected dates for undertaking these key tasks for your study--study set up, data collection, data analysis, report writing).  

References Cited

· Cite at least 8 peer-reviewed sources, as well as additional agency and web sources as needed.
· Provide full bibliographic citations using CSE citation style.  See: http://library.osu.edu/help/research-strategies/cite-references/cse/cse-style-guide-articles/ .
Timeline

Budget

Resume/CV

This assignment is due to Turnitin.com by Thursday, February 28, 3:00pm. 
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