ETHNIC NOTIONS

Directed by Marlon Riggs (1986) 56 minutes

Esteemed AMS 179 Students:

I am confident you will find a lot to think and talk about after watching this classic documentary.  It explains and reviews the development and dissemination of African American stereotypes in 19th and 20th century America.

Following your viewing of this film, I expect you to be conversant in identifying the origin and interpretation of

Mammy

Uncle Tom

Pickaninny

Sambo

Zip Coon 

For reflection:  do these African American stereotypes endure today?  If so, how and why are they still propagated?  If you think their usage has diminished, what other African American stereotypes do you see as replacing them in widespread influence, and why?  For more information online about the history of such racist imagery in popular culture, see the Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia at  

         http://www.ferris.edu/news/jimcrow/menu.htm
It is clear that subtle—and not so subtle—stereotypes of all kinds of people pervade popular culture.  Apply Marlon Riggs’ approach and methodology, and consider how pop culture today conveys stereotypes of other races, ethnic groups, or those different in age, shape, size, or sexual orientation.

STEREOTYPES will be one of the categories for analysis of cultural artifacts you may apply in this and subsequent essay projects in AMS 179.   
