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San José State University 
Linguistics & Language Development 

LING/ASIA 122, English as a World Language, Section 02, Spring 2017 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Scott Phillabaum 

Office Location: Clark Hall 479 

Telephone: (408) 924-7095 

Email: scott.phillabaum@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: MW 1:30-2:30 and by appointment 

Class Days/Time: MW 10:30-11:45 

Classroom: Clark Hall 216 

GE/SJSU Studies Category:  Category V:  Culture, Civilization and Global Understanding.   

Course Format  

This course adopts a hybrid classroom delivery format. This means you will attend class lectures and receive 
materials in class, but that materials will also be provided online via Canvas. You will need access to a 
computer with Internet access to use these materials to fully participate in classroom activities.  

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on the Canvas 
learning management system course website. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging 
system through MySJSU and Canvas to learn of any updates.  

Course Description 

A survey of the ways and the purposes which English is used in diverse societies and cultures around the world, 
including the United States; implications for international and cross-cultural communication.\ 

Course Goals 
The primary goal of this course is to examine linguistic, social, cultural, economic, and political implications of the 
spread of English for international and cross-cultural communication.  

GE Learning Outcomes (GELO) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  
 

1. Compare systematically the ideas, values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, technological 
developments, or attitudes of people from different societies. 

2. Identify the historic context of ideas and cultural practices in their dynamic relations to other historical 
contexts. 

3. Explain how a culture changes in response to internal and external pressures.  
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Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify the historical context in which English has been introduced and spread across societies, and to 
recognize the dynamic relationships between these language changes and other social, political, 
economic, religious, and cultural changes. 

2. Compare systematically the linguistic forms and the communicative functions of English as it is used by 
diverse societies and cultures, both in Western and non-Western countries. 

3. Identify the distribution of political and economic power as it is correlated with proficiency in Standard 
English in diverse societies around the world. 

4. Compare systematically patterns and purposes of language variation among cultural groups, such as 
code-mixing and code-switching with English in India and the Philippines, and lexical borrowing from 
English in Mexico, Japan, and Korea. 

5. Explain how attitudes toward English change in response to internal and external pressures.  
6. Identify the ways in which varieties of English from around the world influence patterns of language use 

among immigrant communities in the United States. 

Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook: None – Assigned Readings Available on Canvas 

Recommended Readings 

1. Bauer, L. and P. Trudgill, eds. (1998). Language Myths. Penguin books. 
2. Crystal, David (2003). English as a Global Language, Second Edition. Cambridge University Press.  

3. Finegan, E. & J. R. Rickford. Eds. (2004). Language in the USA: Themes for the Twenty-first Century. 
Cambridge. 

4. Jenkins, Jennifer (2014). Global Englishes: A resource book for students. Routledge. 
5. Kachru, Y. & L. E. Smith.  (2008). Cultures, Contexts, and World Englishes. Routledge.   

6. Wolfram, W. & N. Schilling-Estes. (2006). American English (second edition). Blackwell.   

Library Liaison 

Toby Matoush, Toby.Matoush@sjsu.edu 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum 
of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, 
participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can 
be found in University Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf. 
 
Class Assignments: 
 

1. Linguistic/cultural Heritage Paper: In this assignment you will identify the dynamics of your own 
linguistic and cultural identity formation.  You will write about the languages you know and use, and the 
linguistic heritage of your family. You will also write about your own cultural growth in our 
multicultural society. In addition to depending on your lived experience, talk to elders in your family 
who may be able to share with you interesting stories/details about your family heritage. The Ramos 
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paper we will discuss in class will give you an idea of cultural conflicts one normally experiences in an 
immigrant society, and provide a possible model for you to write about. (This assignment addresses 
GELO 3).  
 

2. 3 Reflective Response Papers: You will write three reflective response papers after viewing videos 
followed by class discussions. Make sure you include in your papers key words and phrases from the 
videos. Also, please proof read for spelling and grammar before you submit. More specifically, follow 
each of the following levels in your interactive response: 
• Descriptive – A detailed summary of the highlights of the video: a personal story, historical 

information, and/or perspective that you viewed in the video. 
• Personal/interpretive: New insights gained from the content of the video: how you felt viewing the 

video. Was it easy? Difficult? Fun? Frustrating? 
• Critical/Analytical – What evidence in the video seemed to support or dispute concepts or 

knowledge that you already have? 
• Creative/Application – What insights did you gain which may be applied to your interactions with 

your fellow students and citizens of the world? 
(These assignments address GELO 1 & 2) 

 
3. Oral presentation:  For this assignment, you will make a PowerPoint presentation on selected topics. 

You will work with a partner of your choice (20 minutes per pair, 10 for presentation and 10 for Q-A). 
The presentation should include a detailed summary of your assigned topic/reading, critical analysis, and 
interpretation, and at least two questions for class discussion. Your discussion questions must be general 
enough to enable your classmates to participate in the discussion merely based on your presentation. 
You must assume that they have not read any of your research and that they do not know anything about 
your topic. Your grade for this assignment will be based on the quality of your presentation (both 
content and style) and your ability to lead a thoughtful discussion. A list of possible topics will be given 
later in the semester. (This assignment addresses GELO 1, 2 & 3). 

 
4. Final Examination: An in-class final exam requiring short answers (totaling not less than 1500 words) 

on topics covered during the entire course. 
 
Note:  All written work must be submitted electronically to Canvas, double-spaced, with 12-point font and one-
inch margins all around. For your final exam, bring an 8.5 x 11 answer booklet. 

Grading Information 

Your final grade will be assessed according to your performance on the following required assignments.  Points 
indicated represent percentage points, NOT individual points. Detailed descriptions of each assignment will be 
available on Canvas 
 
Linguistic/cultural heritage Paper (1000 words)             20% 
Reflective Paper 1 (Video: Story of English) (800 words)  10% 
Reflective Paper 2 (Video: American Tongues) (800 words)  10% 
Reflective Paper 3 (Video: Cross-Talk) (800 words)   10% 
Oral Presentation + Q & A       15% 
Final Examination (1500 words)     25% 
Participation        10% 
 
University policy F69-24 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf states, “Students should attend all 
meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because 
active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance 
per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading.” 
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Grading Policy 
A 93-100 A- 90-92 B+ 87-89 
B 83-86 B- 80-82 C+ 77-79 
C 73-76 C- 70-72 D+ 67-69 
D 63-66 D- 60-62 F below 60 
 
Grading information:  

• There are NO extra credit or make-up assignments.  
• Your grade will be determined solely on your performance on the assignments listed above.  
• All assignments are due on the date indicated and late assignments will NOT be accepted.  
• In the event that a late assignment is accepted, it will be graded down (A becomes A-, A- becomes B+, 

et cetera.) for each day that it is late. 
• All assignments, unless indicated otherwise, must be typed and submitted in electronic form. 
• Each assignment is weighted as described above. 

 
In order to earn a grade of A overall, you must complete all parts of the assigned tasks, you must formulate 
original and insightful generalizations and support them with relevant facts and details, and you must discuss 
the implications of your observations for human communication.  In addition, to earn an A on out-of-class 
written assignments, your writing must be nearly free of errors in grammar and mechanics, and must 
demonstrate clear cohesion and coherence.  To the degree that a written assignment does not satisfy one or more 
of these criteria, it will receive a lower grade. Class participation is also crucial. 

 
Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, to review their 
grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of their course grades.”  See 
University Policy F13-1 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details. 

Classroom Protocol 

Please arrive to class on time. It distracts the instructor and other students when you arrive late. If you must 
arrive late, please enter the classroom quietly and with respect for your classmates and your instructor. 
 
I do not allow any cell phone use in class. Please turn off your phone when you arrive to class and store your 
phone in your purse, backpack, or pocket. Because it is difficult for me to know why a cell phone is in your 
hand or sitting on your desk, you may not use your phone as a clock or to take notes in my class. There is a 
clock in the classroom that functions just fine as a timepiece. I will forgive any two transgressions of this policy 
(they may occur in the same class), after which you will be asked to leave class for the day for any 
subsequent transgression. Repeat offenders will be sent academic discipline for disrupting class. 
 
Should you wish to use a laptop or tablet in class, it will be allowed on a trial basis and only with my prior 
approval. I reserve the right to revoke this privilege at any time if I find it distracting to you or to other 
students. Should you wish to consult research on the impact of using technology for taking notes, please see 
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/25/6/1159.  
 
This is a workshop-style course, not a purely lecture course. This means that participation in all class activities 
is mandatory. We will be using lots of group and pair work, as well as whole-class discussion in which 
everyone is encouraged to speak up. You are asked to adapt to this kind of format 

University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 
Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/” 
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LING/ASIA 122--English as a World Language, Spring 2016, Course Schedule 

Tentative Class Schedule and Assignments (subject to change) 
 
NOTE: Readings and Assignments are to be completed by class time on the date indicated. Class topics are 
listed first, then assigned readings, and finally any assignment due that day. 

Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 Jan 30 Introduction and course details 
Theme 1: English as a global language 

1 Feb 1 Why a global language?               
Crystal 2012 (Chapter 1) 

2 Feb 6 English – The historical context   
Crystal 2012 (Chapter 2) 

2 Feb 8 English Next    
Graddol 2006 

3 Feb 13 English and texting    
Crystal, 2008 

3 Feb 15 Video 1: The Story of English 

4 Feb 20 Linguistic/cultural heritage    
Ramos, 2001 

Theme 2: English and politics/religion/culture 
4 Feb 22 Globalization, empire, English   

Kumaravadivelu, 2006 
Reflective Paper 1 – “The Story of English” 

5 Feb 27 English as a missionary language   
Pennycook, et. al. 2003 

5 Mar 1 English as an Islamic language   
Mahboob, 2009 

6 Mar 6 English and Indian culture 
Krishnaswamy, et. al. 1998 

6 Mar 8 Video 2: American Tongues 
Theme 3: English – Native varieties 

7 Mar 13 What is ‘standard English’   
The English languages?    
Strevens, 1983, McArthur, 1987 

7 Mar 15 American English     
Finegan, 2004 
Reflective paper 2  – “American Tongues” 

8 Mar  20 African-American English   
Smitherman, 1998 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Sign-up for presentations 
8 Mar 22 NO CLASS – PHILLABAUM AT TESOL 

9 Apr 3 Hip Hop and American English  
Alim, 2005 

Theme 4: English - Non-native varieties 
9 Apr 5 Nativization, norms …   

Lowenberg, 1984 
10 Apr 10 Indian English , A poem in Inglish      

Kachru, 1983, Ezekiel, 1972 
Linguistic/cultural heritage paper 

10 Apr 12 Singaporean English, A poem in Singlish    
Alsagof & Ho, 1998, Pang, 1999 

11 Apr 17 Video 3: Cross-Talk 

11 Apr 19 Africanization of English    
Bokamba, 1992 

Theme 5: English accents 
12 Apr 24 Accent without attitude    

Kumaravadivelu, 2004 
Reflective paper 3 on “Cross-Talk” 

12 Apr 26 Everyone has an accent …  
Esling, 1998 

13 May 1 My own voice and accent    
Barcelos, 2008 

13 May 3 Student Presentations 

14 May 8 Student Presentations 

14 May 10 Student Presentations 

15 May 15 Student Presentations 

Final 
Exam 

May 18 Final Exam: Friday, May 19, 9:45-12:00 

 
 


