San José State U Communication Studies Comm 101, section 80, Intro to Communication Studies, Spring 2010        

	Instructor:
	Stephen Hinerman

	Office location:
	HGH 216

	Telephone:
	408-924-5510

	Email:
	stephenhinerman@yahoo.com

	Office hours:
	1-4 MW, online

	Class days/time:
	online

	Classroom:
	online


Prerequisite:  upper division coursework eligibility

Catalog Description

Overview of the contemporary field of communication studies based on survey of theoretical and practical responses to communication problems arising from changing social contexts. Discussion of communication literature, resources and methods of inquiry. Students will begin their major portfolios. Prerequisite: Completion of GE oral communication

Succeeding in this Class

At SJSU, students are expected to spend two hours outside of class for every one hour of class time. Because this is a four unit class, you can expect to spend a minimum of eight hours per week in addition to time spent in class and on scheduled tutorials or activities. For this academic year, all Communication Studies classes will focus additionally on effective scholarly, professional writing.  We feel it is important that you not only speak well, but that your writing is compelling and credible, as these two means of learning are intertwined.  Additional assignments will emphasize not only argument and the development of your ideas, but also the clarity and correctness of your expression. Careful time management will help you keep up with readings and assignments and enable you to be successful in all of your courses.

You should strive for five qualities in your writing:  (1) your writing should be COMPELLING (i.e., it should articulate a claim, make a point, be purposeful), (2) your writing should be COMPLETE (i.e., it should address all aspects of the assignment, it should be sufficiently developed), (3) your writing should be COHERENT (i.e., your argument should logically progress from one paragraph to the next), (4) your writing should be CONCISE (i.e., it should be richly developed, but not meandering or repetitive), and (5) your writing should be CORRECT (i.e., it should be free of grammatical, typographical and source citation errors, as well as fallacious reasoning).  I will look to these five criteria as I read and respond to your written work in this course.
 

Course Goals

Although rhetoric is typically thought of as the root of the communication discipline, the human propensity to organize is probably as old as our inclination to present our ideas in public speech. In this course, we will examine the major metatheoretical, theoretical and methodological issues in organizational communication thought and research. In addition, we will focus on recent trends in organizational communication research, examining topics such as leadership, power, culture, and politics, with special attention to globalization.

FOUNDATIONS, Inquiry, Practice
Each course in the Department of Communication Studies primarily focuses on one of three areas: Foundations (theoretical underpinnings of the discipline), Inquiry (research in the discipline), or Practice (application of communication theories and concepts to real world contexts). COMM 101F is a Foundation course. Although the course addresses research (inquiry) and practice (application), the primary purpose of COMM 101F is to provide an introductory, foundational, experience for each Communication Studies major.

Foundations Area Objectives
This course satisfies the FOUNDATIONS area of Communication Studies learning objectives. All FOUNDATIONS courses, including COMM 101F, share these learning objectives:

 

§       Theories of Communication: Demonstrate understanding of the major theories that have shaped the communication field.

§       Ethics: Demonstrate understanding of ethical responsibilities in communicating with others in interpersonal, organizational, small group, intercultural, mediated, and public settings.

 

Course Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:

 

1.     demonstrate an understanding of the major theories (including their respective strengths and limitations) that have shaped the field of communication and their relevance to your life and your scholarship.

2.     demonstrate an understanding of the variety of paradigmatic perspectives at work in the field, articulate how those paradigms shape our understanding of communication phenomena, and show how different research methods (quantitative and qualitative) interact with a scholar’s paradigm.

3.     describe how particular communication theories and methods work to inform our understanding in four key (“cornerstone”) areas:  communication and democracy, communication and diversity, communication and globalization, and communication and technology.

4.     articulate strategies for reading, evaluating, and writing original research accurately and ethically.

5.     prepare a small-scale research study that involves development of a thesis, selection of relevant journal articles, and articulation of connections between personal experience and communication theory.

6.     explain the role of assessment, in general, and portfolio assessment, in particular, in your learning, and articulate the logic behind each component of your major portfolio.

7.     prepare and follow a logic and timetable for the meaningful completion of your degree, including consulting with relevant advisors and campus offices.

 

Required Texts and Readings

Textbooks
Griffin, E. (2009). A First look at communication theory, 7th edition. McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 0-07-338502-0. Available from Robert's Bookstore, the Spartan Bookstore, and online book sellers. Interviews with theorists are available on the text website, mhhe.com/griffin7. Make sure you buy the 7th edition!! The latest edition includes important changes so don't buy any previous editions.

Library Liaison

Susan Klingberg is the library liaison for Communication Studies. Contact her at Susan.Klingberg@sjsu.edu with questions you may have about library research.

Dropping and Adding

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, and similar topics found at sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct.
Assignments and Grading Policy

All papers should have references using APA format.  The website http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ will give you an introduction to the APA style sheet.  (Assignments subject to adjustment by professor)

 

1.     Online discussions: 

In eight weeks of the term, there will be discussion questions.  Students will be expected to reply in 400-500 word posts to a question asked by the professor, and then reply (on a different day) to student responses in posts also of 400-500 words.  These questions will address tying the concepts under discussion in communication theory. Posts are graded on the degree to which students show understanding of the reading, how that is referenced in the writing, and how students engage the issue in a thoughtful manner.  (320 points possible)

 

2.     My Communication Scholar

This is a paper you are writing about your own approach to being a Communication scholar.  Details are on the homepage under My Communication Scholar.  (45 points possible)

3.     Communication Theory and Me

This is a paper you write, at the end of the term, where you demonstrate your own ability to research and compile articles from the library relating to your approach to communication theory.  Details on the Homepage under Communication Theory and Me.  (100 points possible)  Paper must be reviewed by other students, and feedback must be incorporated into the finished product.  In addition, student must post their own experience of writing, receiving feedback, and self-evaluated their writing strengths and weaknesses.  (40 points possible)

 

4.     Exams

There will be six online exams covering the readings for the course.  Each is worth 75 points.  Dates and details on the exams are on the Homepage under Exams. 

 

GRADING:

Postings:  40 points each week x 8 weeks:  320 points

Communication Theory and Me:  100 points

Writing Experiences: 40 points

My Communication Scholar:  45 points

Exams:  75 points each times 6 exams:  450 points

Extra Credit:  There is extra credit available.  Anyone who completes the Literacy Model in the Communication Lab will receive 20 points.

Grading will be done on a curve.  The total highest point totals in the class will be awarded A’s, and on down depending on the total.  The overall GPA of the class should be between 2.5 and 3.0.

University Policies

Academic integrity

You must be familiar with the University’s Academic Integrity Policy available at sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. “Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical development.”

I will not tolerate instances of academic dishonesty. Cheating on quizzes or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. “If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.”

Campus Policy in Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources

Computer labs for student use are available in the new Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. In addition, computers are available in the Martin Luther King Library. The COMM Lab, located in Clark Hall 240, also has a few computers available for student use.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, screens and monitors.

COMM Lab

The COMM Lab is located in Clark Hall 240. Tutors for the lab are recruited from well-qualified communication studies graduate and upper division students. The Lab provides resources for enrichment and assistance for those enrolled in all Communication Studies classes.  Lab hours vary by semester and are posted on the COMM Lab wiki. available at commlab.pbwiki.com. Support for the Lab is provided by enrollments in COMM 80.

Learning Assistance Resource Center

The Learning Assistance Resource Center is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The Learning Assistance Resource Center is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center.

SJSU Writing Center

The SJSU Writing Center in Clark Hall 126 is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. The writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. More information available at sjsu.edu/writingcenter.

Incompletes:
No incompletes are given in the class, except when students complete 75% of the course work AND additionally have a valid verified documented medical emergency. 

Comm 101C, Fall 2009

Class Schedule

Subject to change with fair notice or I will announce any changes in class or  I will notify you of any changes via the Blackboard email system.
Format the schedule similar to the example below.
May use other headings such as Week – Topic - Reading and Assignments or Week – Description – Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 
Include where and when the final exam will be held.
 
	Week
	Description
	Reading
	Assignments

	1
	Introduction
	 
	Post Biography

	2
	Theory
	Griffin, 1/2
	Posting Question 1

	3
	Theory concepts
	Griffin, 3/4
	Posting Question 2

	4
	Symb. Interaction
	Griffin: 5/6
	Exam 1; posting question 3

	5
	Constructivism
	Griffin: 7-8
	My Comm Scholar due

	6
	Social theory
	Griffin 9/10
	Quiz 2; PQ 4

	7
	Rel Dialectics
	Griffin 11/12/13
	 

	8
	Group Theory
	Griffin 17/18
	Exam 3; PQ 5

	9
	Org Theory
	Griffin 19/20
	PQ 6

	10
	Public Rhetoric
	Griffin 21/22/23
	PQ 7

	11
	Media Culture
	Griffin 24/26
	Exam 4

	12
	Media Effects
	Griffin 28-9
	PQ 8

	13
	Intercultural
	Griffin 30-2
	Draft of Comm Theory posted; exam 5

	14
	Gender
	Griffin 35-6
	Feedback on writing posted

	15
	Summary
	 
	Exam 6

	16
	 
	 
	Turn in Comm Theory

	Finals
	final
date, time, location
	TBA (one on Wed, Dec. 9; one on Monday, Dec 14
	 


 
