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San Jose State U Communication Studies Communication 41, Critical Decision Making, Spring 2010

	Instructor:
	Dr. Stephen Hinerman

	Office location:
	HGH 216

	Telephone:
	408-924-2210

	Email:
	stephenhinerman@yahoo.com

	Office hours:
	M/W – 1-4 (online)

	Class days/time:
	online

	Classroom:
	online

	 
	 

	GE/SJSU Studies Category
	Critical Thinking A3


Catalog Description

Critical reasoning and problem solving in group discussion. Examination of the relationship between critical decision-making and group communication. Practice in group problem solving as a means for developing critical thinking skills.

Succeeding in this Class

At SJSU, students are expected to spend two hours outside of class for every one hour of class time. Because this is a three unit class, you can expect to spend a minimum of six hours per week in addition to time spent in class and on scheduled tutorials or activities. Special projects or assignments may require additional work for the course. Careful time management will help you keep up with readings and assignments and enable you to be successful in all of your courses.

Blackboard class website 

Copies of the course syllabus and major assignment sheets may be found on the class Blackboard site. You are responsible for regularly checking messages sent via Blackboard. The announcement page will be used for updates and other important alerts about the class. You may use Blackboard email to contact me or use the email address and phone number listed above.

Course Goals

Our focus this semester will be on critical thinking and problem solving, focusing in particular on the way these function in group discussions.  To put this another way, this is a course in understanding the basics of good critical thinking:  how to reason well, how to analyze an argument, how to evaluate evidence, how to spot fallacies, how to look for unstated assumptions, etc.  We will look at these basics in both the context of making good critical decisions in groups, and also how we can function in groups to help us become better critical thinkers.  Class discussions, activities, readings and assignments are designed to help you develop your critical thinking skills and enhance your communicative competence.  So, you will not only learn about reasoning, argumentation, and theories of small group communication, but will also develop practical skills necessary for critical decision making in small group contexts.

Course Learning Objectives

After successfully completing this course, you will:

1. Distinguish between reasoning (e.g., explanation, argument) and other types of discourse (e.g., description, assertion).

2. Identify, analyze, and evaluate different types of reasoning.

3. Find and state crucial unstated assumptions in reasoning.

4. Evaluate factual claims or statements used in reasoning and evaluate the sources of evidence for such claim

5. Demonstrate an understanding of what constitutes plagiarism

6. Evaluate information and its sources critically and incorporate selected information into one's knowledge base and value system

7. Reflect upon past successes, failures and alternative strategies.

8. Locate, retrieve, organize, analyze, synthesize, and communicate information of relevance to the subject matter of the course

Required Texts and Readings

Textbook

Epstein, Richard L., Critical Thinking, (3rd edition), Wadsworth, paper. ISBN: 9780534583484

Rothwell, J. D. (1998). In mixed company: Small group communication (7th ed.). FortWorth, TX: Harcourt Brace. ISBN: 9780495007265

Available from the Spartan Bookstore, Robert's Bookstore, and online from bigwords.com and Amazon.com.

Library Liaison

Susan Klingberg is the library liaison for Communication Studies. Contact her at Susan.Klingberg@sjsu.edu with questions you may have about library research..
Dropping and Adding

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, and similar topics found at sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct.
Assignments and Grading Policy

Your assignments are given in detail on the Homepage, but here they are summarized for your information.  For details, see Homepage.

1. Discussion Postings (8 weeks).  20 points each, two each week (320 points total.  You are to post a 500 word response to my question each Discussion Week.  You are to write it as an essay, and use the readings in your answer.  Then, you are to post another time to another student, 500 words.  Two posts must be on different days.  The questions will address critical thinking in communication and group communication.

2. Critical Thinking Exams (3).  50 points each.  You will have three exams which cover critical thinking terms and concepts.  If you do not receive a passing grade for the exam, you must retake the exam until you get a passing grade.
3. Small Group Exams (2):  100 points each.  These exams cover Rothwell and small group communication, as it relates to critical thinking.
4. Group Exercises (3): 50 points each.  These group exercises address critical thinking problems.  Details will be on the Homepage.  1500 words per assignment

5. Plagiarism Exam: 50 points.  You will have an exam covering the University plagiarism policies.  Details on the Homepage.

The final grades will be curved, with the highest scores receiving A’s.  You will be apprised at various points of the semester where you stand in the class ranking.  Normally, the top 15-20% are A’s, the bottom 20-30% (who are passing with C or above) are C’s, and some combination of the rest will be B’s.  D’s and F’s result from substandard work.

University Policies

Academic integrity

You must be familiar with the Universitys Academic Integrity Policy available at sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the Universitys integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical development.

I will not tolerate instances of academic dishonesty. Cheating on quizzes or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another persons ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSUs Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources

Computer labs for student use are available in the new Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. In addition, computers are available in the Martin Luther King Library. The COMM Lab, located in Clark Hall 240, also has a few computers available for student use.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, screens and monitors.

COMM Lab

The COMM Lab is located in Clark Hall 240. Tutors for the lab are recruited from well-qualified communication studies graduate and upper division students. The Lab provides resources for enrichment and assistance for those enrolled in all Communication Studies classes.  Lab hours vary by semester and are posted on the COMM Lab wiki. available at commlab.pbwiki.com. Support for the Lab is provided by enrollments in COMM 80.

Learning Assistance Resource Center

The Learning Assistance Resource Center is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The Learning Assistance Resource Center is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center.

SJSU Writing Center

The SJSU Writing Center in Clark Hall 126 is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. The writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. More information available at sjsu.edu/writingcenter.

 

Schedule with assignments and learning/content objectives
KEY:  (Reading:  E = Epstein; R=Rothwell)(Assignment:  Post = online posting; GE = Group Exercise) (Evaluation:  1 = posting; 2= Exam; 3=paper with instructor feedback)

 

Week              Reading                Discussion                          Assignment                  LO           Eval.
 

2                             R 1,2                          Grouphate and Crit. Thinking       Post                                          1

_______________________________________________________
 
3                           E 1,2/R,3                      Types of claims                                            Post                     LO 1,2          1
 _______________________________________________________
4                           E 3                               Strong/Valid argument                                 Post                      LO 1,2         1

GE 1                                         3
_______________________________________________________ 
5                           E 4/R5                          Repairing Arguments                                           Post                      LO1,2          1
Exam                    LO 1,2          2
 _______________________________________________________
6                            E 5                               Evaluating Premises                   

Post                      LO 3                1
_______________________________________________________ 
7                           Exam                2
 _______________________________________________________
8                           E 355-990                        Truth Tables                                             Post                      LO 3                  1
                             R 7                                                                                                        Exam                    LO 3                  2
________________________________________________________ 
9                            R 8                                   Formal Logic                                                   Post                                                1                                                                                                                                        

GE 2                     LO 2-4              3
 _______________________________________________________
10                          E 9/R 9                            Fallacies/Plagiarism                             Post                                                 1
Exam                                                2
 _________________________________________________________
11                        E 10-11                               Fallacies                                     Post                     LO 1,4                  1
                           R 10                                      Exercise                                  

_________________________________________________________ 
12                       Exam                      

                           LO 8                       2
 _________________________________________________________
13/4                                                               Synthesizing Knowl.               

Post                                                    1
                                                                                                                     Exam                     LO3, 6                  2

____________________________________________________________
 
15 Synthesizing Knowl.                

Post                                                 1
 GE 3              LO 6-8              3
 _____________________________________________________________
Final Exam                                                                                                                            LO 1-4, 6, 8
____________________________________________________________                                                                                                                 
 

 
