San José State University
Humanities and Arts/Philosophy
Phil. 106, Philosophy of Art, Spring 2017
Course and Contact Information

	Instructor:
	Prof. Tom Leddy 

	Office Location:
	Faculty Office Building 206.  (The Faculty Office Building is a two-story building between the Spartan Complex and Dwight Bental Hall.  English is on the first floor.  Philosophy is on the second floor.)

	Telephone:
	408 924-4528. I may be reached here during my office hours.  If I am not there, please leave a message on voice-mail and I will call back.

	Email:
	Thomas.leddy@sjsu.edu [preferred method of communication] Feel free to ask questions.  

	Office Hours:
	MW  12:00-1:15, 4:30-5:00.    

	Class Days/Time:
	MW 3:00-4:15

	Classroom:
	BBC 203

	Prerequisites:
	None

	
	


Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, and assignment instructions can be found on my faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/thomas.leddy under Courses, Philosophy 106 Philosophy of Art, or just go to SJSU Home and then Faculty and Staff, search for Leddy, and then bookmark the site.   Also you should regularly check your email for messages “From the Desk of Professor Leddy.”  I do not use Canvas.

 “Guidelines for Writing Papers in Philosophy” is also posted there, as well as relevant links.

I have a blog.  It is called  “Aesthetics Today”  Sometimes I writer up my thoughts about class materials here. http://aestheticstoday.blogspot.com/
If you download the electronic version of this syllabus you can simply put your cursor on one of the links and hit Control/click and, if you are connected to the web, you will go directly to the site listed.

The Philosophy Department web-site is   http://www.sjsu.edu/philosophy/  There is also a page for me there with a link to my faculty web page.

Course Description 
Philosophy of Art covers philosophical issues related to the various arts.  It is closely related to (and sometimes identified with) the sub-discipline of aesthetics.  Aesthetics deals not only with the aesthetics of art but also with the aesthetics of nature and the aesthetics of everyday life.  The main focus of this class will be on art.  “Art” here is used broadly to refer to all of the arts and all of the art forms, both popular and fine.  The arts we will discuss include painting, sculpture, architecture, music, dance, literature, film and others.  We will discuss such questions as: What is art?  What is the function of art?  What is the creative process?  What is beauty?  What is aesthetics and what role does it play in art experience?  What role does expression play in art?  What is the relation between art and morality?  Can art give us knowledge?  Are there any principles of taste?  What is the meaning of a work of art?  
This semester, the special focus of this class will be on world aesthetics or “aesthetics from a world perspective,” i.e. how a diverse sample of cultures and countries that think philosophically about art and aesthetics approach these topics.  This field is also called “Comparative Aesthetics” as you will see in our opening lecture on Higgins’ article.  As a way of overcoming unconscious Western bias I have organized the course in an arbitrary way using the alphabet, moving from culture to culture.  Unlike some others, I am incorporating Western as well as Non-Western Aesthetics.  So, for example, we will be spending time on African Aesthetics, American Aesthetics, Arab and Islamic Aesthetics, British Aesthetics, Chinese Aesthetics, French Aesthetics, German Aesthetics, Greek Aesthetics, Hebrew Aesthetics, Indian Aesthetics, Japanese Aesthetics, Latin-American Aesthetics, Navajo Aesthetics, Pre-Columbian Aesthetics, Russian Aesthetics, and maybe one or two more.  Each will involve an encyclopedic overview and one in-depth reading.  The class will be structured around these topics as addressed in The Encyclopedia of Aesthetics, which may be accessed through our library.    
Illustrations of painting, sculpture, photography, public art, architecture, and other visual art forms will be used in class.  There will also be musical examples.   

Typical class sessions will involve lecture, general discussion, small group discussion, and in-class writing.  We will also take at least one excursion to see art works or works of architecture near or on campus.
Course Goals

1.  To gain an understanding of the philosophy of art and aesthetics: its problems and possible solutions.

2.  To learn what important thinkers of the past and present have had to say about the nature of art and other issues of philosophy of art and aesthetics.

3.  To expand your understanding of art and the creative process.

4.  To improve your ability to write and think critically and creatively.   

5.  To develop your own philosophy of art.

6.  To generate a deeper understanding of the role that art and aesthetics play in human existence.

7.  To learn about aesthetics from a world perspective.

Required Texts/Readings 
Textbooks

The main text for this course will be a collection of writings all of which you will be able to access through the web.  There will be one textbook to purchase:

Crispin Sartwell, Six Names of Beauty  (Routledge, 2006).   This book is not yet available at Spartan books.  I will tell you when it comes in.  However you can purchase it through Amazon.com or Barnes and Noble on line.   It costs between $21 and $25. 
Library Liaison 
Peggy Cabrera   peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu   http://libguides.sjsu.edu/philosophy
Course Requirements and Assignments
SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week  [i.e. 9 hrs. per week for this class, or 3 hrs. in class and 6 hrs. outside class]), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
10%  First Short Paper  Due  Feb. 22

10%  Second Short Paper   Due  March 22
10%  Presentation  
30%  Three Quizzes    #1 Feb. 15 , #2 March 8, #3  April 10.
10%  Class Participation
20%  Term Paper   Due  May 1
10%  Final Exam

The course grade will be an average of these grades based on these percentages.
Grading Policy

Your grade will be determined by averaging the grades of the five units listed.  Each grade is assigned a number:  A+ = 13, A = 12, and on down.  For example, an average of 12.5 is an A+.  An average of 12.5 or above is an A+, 11.5-12.4 is an A, and so on.

Short and Term Papers.  In each case, critically discuss one or two of the readings from the class or from a journal article in aesthetics/philosophy of art (I will often use the term “aesthetics” for both) and take a position of your own.  Defend your position against possible objections.   In writing your papers, follow the “Guidelines for How to Write a Philosophy Paper.” This is available on my course web site.  For undergraduates, the papers should be minimum five pages typewritten, double-spaced.   Minimum length for the first two papers is 3 pages/ 750 words.   Minimum length for the term paper is 6 pages for undergraduates, 8 pages for graduate students.   All papers should have adequate footnoting and a short bibliography.   The bibliography should include only materials some or all of which you have read.  You may use both library and on-line sources.  Please use the Chicago Manual of Style method of citations.  Graduate students would be expected to do more research and provide more citations than undergrads.  .

Late papers.  Late papers will go to the bottom of my grading pile.  I will grade them, but you may not be able to benefit from the rewrite option. No papers are accepted after the last official instruction day.   

Rewrite Option.  Papers may be rewritten for a second grade.  I encourage you to come to my office during office hours for help on your papers or rewrites or for help on anything having to do with the class.  You can do this before you have turned in your paper or after it has been graded.  I will never give a rewritten paper a grade worse than the original grade. I always give a rewritten paper a better grade if there are substantial revisions that improve the paper.  Rewrites may be turned in any time up until the last day of instruction. 

Presentation.  The presentation may be of ideas contained in an article from any aesthetics journal or chapter in a book on aesthetics or philosophy of art.  In may be on any article listed in a bibliography on comparative or world aesthetics.  You should also include your own response to the position presented. The presentation should be no longer than 20 minutes.  You should make a short outline of your talk, photocopy it and give it to the class.  Please illustrate your presentation with slide(s), tape, video selection, personal performance, or some other relevant material.  This is a good chance to talk about some area of aesthetics which has a special interest for you, i.e. the aesthetics of music, dance, sculpture, lyric poetry, landscape, etc.  

Class participation may include comments made and questions raised in class, participation in small group discussions, discussions with me or with other students outside of class or on the web.  In-class writing assignments are included.  I grade in-class writing on a pass (P)/ no pass (NP) basis. Sometimes I give a “pass plus (P+)” for particularly good in-class writing, and sometimes I give a “pass minus (P-)” for particularly bad, but not quite failing, in-class writing.  This is a very important factor in class participation.   Another factor is evidence of having read the material.   You will evaluate yourself for class participation once half-way through the class and once at the end of the class and I will take these self-evaluations into consideration.

Rubric for Class Participation Grading: This rubric draws from John C. Bean and Dean Peterson, “Grading Classroom Participation,” accessed Aug. 17, 2011 http://www.csufresno.edu/academics/documents/participation/grading_class_participation.pdf

A student receiving an A comes to class prepared; contributes readily to the conversation but doesn’t dominate it: makes thoughtful contributions that advance the conversation; shows that he/she has read and thought about the reading assignment; shows an eagerness to engage in philosophical discussion; shows interest in and respect for others’ views; participates actively in small groups: turns in all in-class writing assignments and gets P+ on some.

Extra Credit.   This would involve writing a critical discussion of an article in one of the aesthetics journals or a chapter in a book on aesthetics or the philosophy of art.  Please attach a copy of the article or chapter to the paper if it would not be easily available to me.  I give extra credit points based on how much thinking I believe you have put into the project.  Extra Credit projects may be turned in any time up until the last instruction day.
Plagiarism.  If you plagiarize on any assignment I will follow university policy which will involve at a minimum an F on that assignment.  If you do not understand the concept of plagiarism take the tutorial at http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/   See also “Academic Integrity” below.

Papers:  Some preliminary notes.
a. See “Guidelines for Writing Papers in Philosophy” on my web site.  

b. Evaluation of papers will include assessment of your writing ability in terms of grammar, spelling, clarity, conciseness, coherence, and logic.  Excellent papers will show good understanding of the written material discussed and engagement with the issue, for example in raising criticisms, trying to resolve a debate or developing your own position.  In short, papers should be philosophy papers, not history or psychology papers.  See “Guidelines” for more on this. Good writing is essential to a good philosophy paper.  If you have problems with reading or writing in English, be sure to get help from advisors, the writing center, or myself.  The Philosophy Department has its own Philosophy Center where you can get help:  this is located across the hall from my office in the Faculty Office Building, second floor. 

c. All papers may be rewritten for a second grade.  In order to rewrite a paper it is a good idea to see me during my office hours and have me go over what you have written with you. At that time I will explain any comments I wrote in the margins of your graded papers, and make further suggestions for improvement.  You should try to deal with all of the points raised in my written and spoken comments in your revised paper.  Revised papers should be stapled to the old graded version.  Please highlight or boldface any new or rewritten material.  Rewrites may be turned in any time up until the last day of instruction.  You may rewrite more than once.  Your final grade for the paper will be the best grade you receive. 

d. A classic on style:  William Strunk, The Elements of Style, is available free on-line at http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
e. How to do citations. I expect proper citations in papers.  Please follow the Chicago Manual or MLA style.  Chicago style can be found here:  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html. See also my own abridged version of this on my web page.  Do not use APA or AMA Style.  You can use either footnotes or endnotes.  You should know how to insert footnotes in your word-processing program (most students use Microsoft Word).  I will show you how to insert footnotes in Microsoft Word in class.  Notes should be numbered consecutively (this is done automatically in Word).  If you are getting information from one of the journals that the SJSU library provides on-line do not cite the web site, the library, the URL, the access date or the database.  That is, treat it as if it were an article in a print journal. 
f. In Chicago style, journal citations in a bibliography look like this:  Weinstein, Joshua I. “The Market in Plato’s Republic.” Classical Philology 104 (2009): 439–58.   Books and Journal titles are in italics.  Classical Philology is the title of a journal.  The number “104” refers to the volume.  The number “439-58” refers to the page numbers covering the entire article.  The footnote citation would look like this:   Joshua I. Weinstein, “The Market in Plato’s Republic,” Classical Philology 104 (2009): 440.  The “440” refers to the page in which the quotation cited appeared.  
A typical citation of a book looks like this:  Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin, 2006.   “New York” is the place of publication (found behind the title page), “Penguin” is the publisher, “2006” is the copyright date.  The copyright date is usually found either at the bottom of the title page or behind that page.  It often has a C with a circle around it.  
“Ibid.” is used when the page is the same, for example when you quote twice from the same page.  
“Op. cit.” is used when the source has already been cited.  When you use “Op. cit.,” you still need to give the page number afterwards.  Here is an example:   op. cit., 46. 
Classroom Protocol
Attendance. You should attend all meetings of the class, not only because you are responsible for material discussed, but because active participation is essential for you to achieve the goals of this course. (Dialogue is important in philosophy!)  Also, you will be unlikely to understand many of the readings without the benefit of the lectures and illustrations. If you have been out of school for more than a couple days you should let me know and ask about making up the work.  

Academic Senate [University] Policy on Attendance:   “Students are expected to attend all meetings for the courses in which they are enrolled as they are responsible for material discussed therein, and active participation is frequently essential to ensure maximum benefit to all class members. In some cases [as in Philosophy classes], attendance is fundamental to course objectives; for example, students may be required to interact with others in the class. Attendance is the responsibility of the student.  Participation may be used as a criterion for grading when the parameters and their evaluation are clearly defined in the course syllabus and the percentage of the overall grade is stated.”

Note-Taking.  Although I may provide you with outlines of some material covered in class I advise you also to take notes on any material I present in addition to that found in the outlines.  Include your own thoughts and reactions in your notes.  You can refer back to these in the quizzes or final exam.  

Late Assignments.  Papers should be turned in on time.  Late papers go to the bottom of my grading pile.  If you turn in a paper late you may not be able to benefit from my comments before your next paper is due and you may not have enough time to revise your paper for a better grade.  There is no grade penalty for late papers.  No papers are accepted after the last official instruction day. 

Plagiarism.  If you plagiarize on any assignment I will follow university policy which will involve, at a minimum, an F on that assignment and, in the case of more than one instance of plagiarism, failure in the class and expulsion from the university.  If you do not understand the concept of plagiarism take the tutorial at http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/   See also “Academic Integrity” below.

Failure to Complete Papers and Incompletes.  If you fail to complete or turn in a paper by the last instruction meeting you will receive an F on the paper unless you have made an arrangement with me to take an incomplete in the course.  I will only give incompletes to students who have completed at least half the course requirements, who request the incomplete, and who give compelling reasons for receiving an incomplete.  

Class Manners.  Students should be aware of, and practice, basic class etiquette.  You should turn off ringers on phones while in class.  If you think you will need to leave the class early please let me know about it at the beginning of the class and sit near the door so as to leave unobtrusively. You should not eat, sleep, use offensive language, or talk out of turn.  Do not use computers or other electronic devices to do anything unrelated to the class.  That means, for example, no texting or checking your facebook.  Your non-class-related use of electronics can cause you to miss important material.  It is also disrespectful to your instructor and can be distracting or irritating to other students.  So, the basic rule is: at all times show courtesy to your teacher and to other students.

Tardiness.  You should be in class at the beginning of the class period.
Some Galleries and Museums in the South Bay:

Check the Metro or the Eye section of the Friday issue of the Mercury News for listings of shows and reviews. 

A fun way to learn about the contemporary art scene in San Jose is to attend the South FIRST FRIDAYS monthly art walk:  http://www.southfirstfridays.com/ (This site mentions some other San Jose galleries not mentioned below).   You can learn about more small galleries than mentioned below by visiting their web site.

Anno Domini 366 So. First Street, San Jose 408.271.5155 www.galleryAD.com   This hip youth-oriented art gallery is well worth visiting.  Free. 
Higher Fire Clay Space and Gallery.  499 South Market St.  Free  http://www.higherfirestudios.com/
De Saisset, Santa Clara University. 500 El Camino Real, Santa Clara  https://www.scu.edu/desaisset/
Free
KALEID Gallery 88 South 4th Street, San Jose, www.KALEIDgallery.com 
(408) 947 1785.  Right near campus and free.
San Jose City Hall.  200 E. Santa Clara Street. There are regular art shows inside the city Hall.
MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana 510 S. 1st. St., San Jose. This is the leading art gallery in the South Bay devoted to Mexican and other Latin American art.  Free.  http://maclaarte.org/ 6th Chicana/o Biennial Dec 2, 2016 - Mar 12, 2017

San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art  http://sjica.org/ 560 S. 1st  St., San Jose. This is the most avant-garde gallery in town, catching the sophisticated emerging artists. Free. 
San Jose Museum of Art  110 S. Market St., San Jose.  Tues-Sun.  Admission cost, but discounted for students to $5.  This excellent museum has several concurrent shows.  http://www.SanJoseMuseumofArt.org.  
San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles   520 South First Street.  Some people think that quilts are not fine art, but you may disagree after seeing a show at this unusual museum. http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org/  AMERICAN TAPESTRY BIENNIAL (TURNER AND GILLILAND GALLERIES) January 20 - April 16, 2017.
Stanford University Cantor Arts Center  Lomita Dr., at Museum Way (off of Palm Drive) Stanford. http://museum.stanford.edu/  This excellent museum has several permanent exhibits and usually some interesting temporary shows. Free 
The Anderson Collection at Stanford University.  This new museum is next door to the Cantor mentioned above. https://anderson.stanford.edu/  Free.  The Nick Cave show is especially interesting.
The Natalie and James Thompson Art Gallery,  Art Building (1st Floor on the South side) SJSU.    http://www.sjsu.edu/art/places/thompsongallery/  Hours:  Tues 10:00 am–4:00 pm, 6:00–7:30 pm
Mon, Wed, Thurs, & Fri 10:00 am–4:00 pm  In addition to this there are three or four smaller galleries in the same building devoted to student work:  much of it quite good.  On Tuesday nights there are art openings for all of the shows:  well worth attending.  Also at 5:00 pm on Tuesdays there is often a public lecture related to the current show.  Attending this and then looking at the art might be particularly valuable in writing your paper. 
Triton Museum of Art  1505 Warburton Ave., Santa Clara.  http://www.tritonmuseum.org/   This pleasant museum usually has a couple good shows.  Imagery Art for Wine Collection: An art and wine partnership

November 19, 2016 - February 12, 2017.  Salon at the Triton: Statewide 2D Competition & Exhibition 

March 11 - April 23, 2017.  
Villa Montalvo Art Center, Saratoga. http://montalvoarts.org/  They have sculptures on the property. They also have various performing arts events and a small gallery. Rolling Teahouse.  Wednesday, February 15, 2017 - Friday, July 28, 2017.
WORKS/ San Jose   365 South Market Street, downtown San José, http://www.workssanjose.org/ Works has a youthful atmosphere.  It is a non-profit gallery space devoted to the contemporary art scene in the South Bay.  They also have Performance Art events.  Chafismo: An Introduction to New Forms of Art Post-Rasquachismo 

opening reception: First Friday, February 3, 2017, 7-10pm. exhibition: February 4 through March 12, 2017 
Also:  

San Francisco has several important museums:  Asian Art Museum, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, M. H. de Young Museum, California Palace of the Legion of Honor, Mexican Museum, Contemporary Jewish Museum, Museum of African Diaspora, etc. Berkeley has the University of California Berkeley Art Museum. Oakland has the Oakland Museum.  Palo Alto has the Palo Alto Art Center.  

Library and Electronic Resources

The Assignment Calculator can help you organize your time while doing your papers. http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/calculator/
Books  Both physical and electronic books may be found through the Library catalog at http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/search/   Many philosophy books on aesthetics and the philosophy of art are found in the BH section on the 6th floor of the library.

Articles.  I will give other ways to access articles below.  A quick way to get hold of an article if you know its title is simply to go to the library catalog and click on Articles, put in the title with quote marks around it, and do a search.  The catalog will then direct you to where you can access the article if we have it.

The Philosophy Page of the Library

One way to access materials relevant to this course is to go to SJLibrary.org then to “LibGuides,” then to “Humanities and Arts” then down the alphabet to “Philosophy” then click on “Journal Articles.”  Or go directly to http://libguides.sjsu.edu/content.php?pid=61925&sid=455419.   Or google San Jose State University Library Philosophy Guide.  This will take you to the Philosophy Page.

In the Philosophy page you will find, among other things, the Philosopher's Index.  It indexes nearly all articles and books in philosophy since, I believe, the 1940s.   There are short descriptions of most of the articles.  You can research a topic by doing a keyword search.   For instance, you could write in “sculpture” and it would reveal all articles written by philosophers on sculpture, and many books as well.  If you want to make your search more specific, use two or more key words, for example, “theater and Plato.” Philosopher’s Index does not provide full-text journal articles, but gives directions on how to find them.  

To access one of the on-line journals or databases, such as “Philosopher’s Index” or “JSTOR,” you will need your library user name and your password.  The user name is your Library Card number, and your password is the access code (usually the last four digits of your phone number.)

You can also gain electronic access to full-text in many journals.  Under “Newspapers, Magazines and Journals” in the Philosophy page you will find a list of journals in philosophy, both on-line and in print, available through the library.  Under “Background and Reference Sources” is a list of dictionaries and encyclopedias of philosophy.

JSTOR is my favorite electronic data base.  It can be reached by clicking on the link listed on the journal articles page at http://libguides.sjsu.edu/content.php?pid=61925&sid=455419.  It includes several philosophy journals including The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism and the Journal of Aesthetic Education.  To limit your search to these journals you need to click on “advanced search” and then put in the key word, for example “Clive Bell,” and then click on the plus sign next to Education, then click on Journal of Aesthetic Education, then go to Philosophy and click the plus sign, and then go to Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism and click on that.  You can also do research in various arts categories.  Another excellent database is Project Muse.

Full-Text Electronic Resources at the MLK Library:  Aesthetics Journals.  Go to the library catalog and type in the name of the journal.  It may be easier to use the “classic” mode of the library catalog at http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/search where you can select journals on the left and then type in the journal name. Sometimes a specific article you are looking for will only be accessible in the physical form, but usually it can be found in a digital form.  The journal in the digital form is listed under “electronic resource” or “digital resources.”  This may appear six or seven items down in your search results if you are using the new catalog.  

The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism  [This is available since its origin to about five years ago through JSTOR.  More recent issues are available through other electronic databases.]

.   

British Journal of Aesthetics  [1995-current, but before 1995, only the physical form  The Oxford Journals database takes it up to the present]

Philosophy of music education review [electronic 2001-current]    

Leonardo  This journal describes itself as “the leading international journal for readers interested in the application of contemporary science and technology to the arts and music.” [1968-present through various databases] 

Philosophy and Literature  [1976-present] Project Muse and Arts and Humanities databases.
The Journal of Aesthetic Education is a highly respected interdisciplinary journal that focuses on clarifying the issues of aesthetic education understood in its most extensive meaning. [1966- current JSTOR, Project Muse, and other databases]  

The library also has a journal in psychology called Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts. [PsycArticles 2006-present] This journal is published by the American Psychological Association and is only available electronically.  

Direct-access on-line aesthetics journals:  

Contemporary Aesthetics is an international, interdisciplinary, online journal
of contemporary theory, research, and application in aesthetics.  http://www.contempaesthetics.org/  
Canadian Aesthetics Journal:  The Electronic Journal of the Canadian Society for Aesthetics

http://www.uqtr.uquebec.ca/AE/   Looks like they ceased publication in 2008, but old issues are still available.

On-Line Postgraduate Journal of Aesthetics   “The aim of this journal is to offer postgraduates [what we call “graduate students”] interested in aesthetics a space not only to exchange ideas, but also to foster a resource that will promote high quality essays relevant to postgrads’ interests. The journal will be published three times annually, in April, August and December. Essays are invited from postgraduate students on any topic in aesthetics. http://www.pjaesthetics.org/index.php/pjaesthetics
Asage http://www.asage.org/index.php/ASAGE  ASAGE is an electronic graduate journal sponsored by the American Society for Aesthetics. They publish high caliber work in philosophy of the arts written by graduate students. 

Film-Philosophy  http://www.euppublishing.com/loi/film
and  http://www.film-philosophy.com/index.php/f-p   is an international peer-reviewed academic journal dedicated to philosophically discussing film studies, aesthetics and world cinema.

Newsletter for the American Society for Aesthetics http://aesthetics-online.org/?  look under the News tab.
PhilPapers http://philpapers.org/  PhilPapers is a comprehensive index and bibliography of philosophy maintained by the community of philosophers. Using advanced trawling techniques and large scale crowdsourcing, they monitor all sources of research content in philosophy, including journals, books, open access archives, and personal pages maintained by academics. They also host the largest open access archive in philosophy. 
The International Association of Empirical Aesthetics deals with aesthetics from a scientific perspective. http://www.science-of-aesthetics.org/  You can learn about their journal Empirical Studies in the Arts there.

Encyclopedias in the Library

A number of encyclopedia and dictionaries are listed under Background and Reference Sources in the Library Philosophy Guide.  In addition, for aesthetics, there is.
The Encyclopedia of Aesthetics on the second floor of the library BH56 .E53 1998   This is the most comprehensive encyclopedia dealing with aesthetics and Philosophy of Art.  http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record=b4969786~S1
Two other reference works are:

A Companion to Aesthetics on the sixth floor BH56 .C65 2009   

Routledge Companion to Aesthetics on the sixth floor BH21 .R68 2001

LINK+ and Interlibrary Loan

If you look for a book in the catalog and our library doesn’t have it, go to the right and click on LINK+   If it is there you can order it through that system.  The book comes in one to two weeks.  It can be delivered to any library in the San Jose city system.    
If you want a copy of an article in a journal not accessed by our library or a book not available through our library or LINK+ go to Interlibrary Loan (also online at the library site).  https://library.sjsu.edu/interlibrary-loan/interlibrary-loan You will need to get an account with them.  These may take up to a month, and it might be easier to go to another college library and just read part of the book there.
Other Libraries

Santa Clara University library is just a few miles away.  You do not have to be a Santa Clara University student to use the library, although you cannot check books out.   Other good libraries relatively nearby are at California State University East Bay, UCSC, and Stanford.  

Bookstores

My favorite bookstores for philosophy are Stanford University Bookstore, Barnes and Noble on Stevens Creek, Recycled Books on the Alameda in San Jose, and in Campbell, Moe’s on Telegraph Ave in Berkeley, University Press Books on Bancroft in Berkeley, Green Apple Books on Clement Street in San Francisco, and City Lights Bookstore in San Francisco (associated with the beatniks of the 1950s!).   For aesthetics and philosophy of art I also like the various art museum bookstores in the Bay Area, especially the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  If you are looking for books on architecture, the best is William Stout Architectural Books 804 Montgomery in San Francisco.  My favorite on-line bookstore is Amazon.com.
University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.

General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student

As members of the academic community, students accept both the rights and responsibilities incumbent upon all members of the institution. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with SJSU’s policies and practices pertaining to the procedures to follow if and when questions or concerns about a class arises. In general, it is recommended that students begin by seeking clarification or discussing concerns with their instructor.  If such conversation is not possible, or if it does not address the issue, it is recommended that the student contact the Department Chair as the next step.

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material

Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.”  If you wish to record my lectures for one session oral permission is sufficient.   If you wish to record my lectures for the entire semester you will need to sign an agreement not to use the recording outside of class.  I will not give permission for posting any of my lectures online in any form.  Permission of students or guests giving presentations should be obtained as well. “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.

Academic integrity

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability.

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 

San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities for students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

SJSU Peer Connections 

Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience.  You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.  

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis.   Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics.  A computer lab and study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC). 

Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.
SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU Writing Center on Facebook. (Note: You need to have a QR Reader to scan this code.) [image: image1.png]


 

Philosophy Center

The Philosophy Center has varied hours but is generally open 9-5 M-TH. FO 231.  924-4466.  It is located across the hall from my office.  You can get help there in writing and rewriting your papers.  

Aspire Program

Students qualify for ASPIRE if they are low income, first generation in college (neither parent has a degree from an accredited four year U.S. college or university), or registered with a disability hindering academic performance http://www.sjsu.edu/aspire/ (408) 924-2540.  ASPIRE offers the Peer Writing Tutorial Program.  “Here, students will engage in the following: Discuss, brainstorm, and generate ideas for outlines plans and drafts. Clarify thesis, organize, revise, and ask questions. Work on mechanics: punctuation, spelling and more.  Work on writing clear, effective sentences and more.”

SJSU Counseling Services 

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.
Phil 106, Spring 2017, Course Schedule

The schedule is subject to change.  Students will be informed in class and by email of any changes.   Required readings are numbered.  The readings for Jan. 30 are required by the first quiz.
Course Schedule

	week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1
	Jan. 30
	First Day of class.  Green-sheet/Syllabus.  Introduction.   
A one hour video overview of aesthetics/philosophy of Art https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eRNaLD10mk  [not required]
1.  Kathleen Higgins “Comparative Aesthetics,” The Oxford Handbook of Aesthetics edited Jerrold Levinson 2005 (Oxford U. Press, 2005)  679-692.
Elliot Deutsch  “Comparative Aesthetics”  The Encyclopedia of Aesthetics  2014.  http://www.oxfordreference.com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/view/10.1093/acref/9780199747108.001.0001/acref-9780199747108-e-156?rskey=OSgA43&result=3


	2
	Feb. 1
	African Aesthetics:  

1.  “African Aesthetics”  Barry Hallen Encyclopedia of Aesthetics  http://www.oxfordreference.com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/view/10.1093/acref/9780199747108.001.0001/acref-9780199747108-e-17?rskey=0XBFTH&result=1
2.  Appiah, K.  “Is the Post in Postmodern the Post in Postcolonial?”  available in library http://www.jstor.org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/pdf/1343840.pdf
Click on this and put in your library card number.  

Behind the Mask  Tribal Eye  1975  David Attenborough

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPfFBA0yuoo
See  The Wikipedia article for background information on “The Tribal Eye” TV series.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tribal_Eye  



	2
	Feb. 6
	African Aesthetics continued

	3


	Feb. 8
	American Aesthetics:  

1.  Sartwell  Six Names of Beauty   Foreword and Chapter 1: Beauty

2.  John Dewey  Art as Experience.  Selection  http://thenewschoolhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Dewey-ArtasExperience.pdf
See also my own article on Dewey in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy   

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/dewey-aesthetics/  2.1-2.4


	4
	Feb. 13
	Aztec and other Pre-Columbian Aesthetics

1. “Pre-Columbian Aesthetics”  Esther Pasztory in Encyclopedia of Aesthetics  
http://www.oxfordreference.com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/view/10.1093/acref/9780199747108.001.0001/acref-9780199747108-e-589?rskey=o2WURo&result=1
2.  Leon-Portilla, Miguel. Aztec Thought and Culture.  [handout]
3.  Richard L. Anderson   Aztec Aesthetics chapter  [handout].

James Maffie    Aztec Philosophy [eBook] University Press of Colorado 2013  Available through Clark.



	4
	Feb. 15
	British Aesthetics
Hume    “On the Standard of Taste” http://www.bartleby.com/27/15.html
Quiz 1



	5
	Feb. 20
	British Aesthetics continued

Scruton   from Beauty
Scruton:  video



	5
	Feb. 22
	Chinese Aesthetics
Early Chinese Aesthetics:   Wen-hsin tiao-lung  selection
First Paper Due  

	6
	Feb. 27
	Recent Chinese Aesthetics

1.  Li Zehou  The Path of Beauty  trans.  G. Lizeng, New York   Oxford U. Press, 1994.
selection

2.  Ban Wang  “Aesthetics in Contemporary China”  EA

	6
	March 1
	Chicano Aesthetics  

Thomas Ybarra-Frausto “The Chicano Movement/The Movement of Chicano Art.”

	7
	March 6
	Eskimo Aesthetics



	7
	March 8
	French Aesthetics    Contemporary:  Ranciere
Second Quiz



	8
	March 13
	German Aesthetics,  18th century:  Kant

	8
	March 15
	German Aesthetics   


	9
	March 20
	Greek  Aesthetics   Sartwell  Ch. 4  To Kalon  



	9
	March 22
	Plato  “Greater Hippias”  https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Greater_Hippias
There is also a free Audio version.

Second Paper Due.  



	10
	April 3
	Hebrew Aesthetics,   Sartwell Ch. 3  Yapha



	10
	April 5
	Indian Aesthetics    Sartwell, Ch. 5  
Sundara  David I Gitomer  “Indian Aesthetics: Overview.”  EA 

Bharata Natyasastra  200-500 CE  https://archive.org/details/NatyaShastra   Read some of the first chatper.



	11
	April 10
	Indian Aesthetics,
“Rasa”  Alan Goldman in EA
Third Quiz

	11
	April 12
	Indigenous Aesthetics  “Indigenous Aesthetics”  Dylan A. T. Miner  EA

	12
	April 17
	Italian Aesthetics   

“Renaissance Italian Aesthetics”  Thomas Albertini EA

	12
	April 19
	Japanese Aesthetics,   Sartwell  Ch. 5  Wabi Sabi

	13
	April 24
	Japanese Aesthetics continued

Saito  Everyday Aesthetics selection  http://ww.hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Env_Aes_2012/Saito-EverydayAesthetics.pdf
Saito 


	13
	April 26
	Latin American Aesthetics

	14
	May 1
	Navajo Aesthetics,  Sartwell Ch. 6   Hozho
Gary Witherspoon  http://parentseyes.arizona.edu/southcorner/nav_beaut.html
“Designing Among the Navajo”  http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1640&context=tsaconf
Term Paper Due



	14
	May 3
	Oceanic Aesthetics      New Guinea



	15
	May 8
	

	15
	May 10
	Anderson  Calliope’s Sisters   Chapters 12-14  http://www2.clarku.edu/~jborgatt/salemstate/calliope.pdf


	16
	May 15
	Last Day of Class. 
Review and Summing up.

Last Day to Turn in papers or rewrites.

	Final Exam
	 May 19  
	2:45-5:00
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