San José State University
School/Department
Phil 112, American Philosophy, Spring, 2015
Course and Contact Information

	Instructor:
	Thomas Leddy

	Office Location:
	Faculty Office Building 206.  (The Faculty Office Building is a two-story building between the Spartan Complex and Dwight Bental Hall.  English is on the first floor.  Philosophy is on the second floor.)



	Telephone:
	408-924-4528

	Email:
	Thomas.Leddy@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	MW  1:30-2:30  W 6:00-6:45 pm

	Class Days/Time:
	W  7:00-9:45 pm

	Classroom:
	BBC 125

	Prerequisites:
	Upper division standing or 3 units of philosophy.  Phil. 70A and 70B recommended.


Course Format:                       In Person
Faculty Web Page 

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on my faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/thomas.leddy/. You are responsible for regularly checking your email (from the desk of Professor Leddy) to learn of any updates. This syllabus and other materials, including Guidelines for Writing Papers in Philosophy, will be posted on my web page, as will be outlines of some of the selections we are reading for this class (listed by the name of the author of the text).  If you download the electronic version of this syllabus you can simply hit Control click any of the links in this syllabus and, if you are connected to the web, you will go directly to the site listed.  (We are working with a new campus system and I have not yet been able to put our class online.)
Course Description 
Catalogue course description:  The eighteenth century beginnings of American philosophy, Transcendentalism, Pragmatism, classic American philosophy, including Emerson, Peirce, James, Santayana, Dewey, and recent developments. Prerequisite: 3 units of philosophy or upper division standing.
Over the last forty years American Philosophy has gained increasing interest not only within philosophy but more widely (President Obama is said to be strongly influenced by the American Pragmatist tradition). We will begin with some readings by Emerson, who, although not a professional philosopher, influenced later thinkers. We will then move on to the centerpiece of American Philosophy, the three great Pragmatists: Peirce, James, and Dewey.  Additional time will be devoted to what many believe to be John Dewey’s masterpiece, Art as Experience.  The class also read some articles by contemporary American Pragmatists including Richard Rorty and will discuss other recent trends in American Philosophy related to pragmatist themes.  Topics covered include the nature of: consciousness, truth, meaning, belief, self, community, morality, democracy, faith, and my particular areas of specialization, art and aesthetics.  The class will mix lecture and discussion.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· reason well about classic works in American philosophy and join the conversation of those who do

· compare and contrast competing theories concerning the various topics covered in American Philosophy, for example the problem of free will 

· read and analyze difficult texts in philosophy 

· explain the history of American Philosophy

· have a good working knowledge of American Philosophy and in particular American Pragmatism and its contemporary relevance.

Required Texts/Readings 

Textbooks
[available at Spartan Books and such online sites as amazon.com]

Stuhr, John J.  ed.  Pragmatism and Classical American Philosophy:  Essential Readings and Interpretive Essays.  (Oxford University Press, 1999.)   0195118308 Amazon.com lists used copies for less money.  The first edition, called Classical American Philosophy, sells for even less.  

Dewey, John.  Art as Experience.  (Perigee Trade)  0399531971 Amazon.com lists used copies for less.  You can use another edition if you wish…however we will need to coordinate page numbers.
Other Readings
This information will be listed in the course schedule or will be given to you later in the semester.
Library Liaison
Silke Higgins at   silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
Course Requirements and Assignments

SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf.

NOTE that University policy F69-24 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf states that “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading.”

Grading Policy
20%   First Presentation  [due date to be assigned later]
20%   Second Presentation  [due date to be assigned later]
20%   Term Paper  April 15
20%   Final Exam  [see schedule below for date and time]
20%   Minipapers [four, due on 2/11. 2/25, 3/18, and 4/25]
The course grade will be the average of the five grades.  Each grade is given a number, for example A+ = 13, A = 12, and then these are averaged, where 12.5 would be an A+, 12.4 would be an A, and so forth. 

Presentations:    You will be assigned selections from the reading to explicate for the class.  Always provide a handout with enough copies for all students.  This handout, with your name at the top, will consist either of an outline or a narrative account of the materials you are explicating.  Give page numbers for all quotes and references.  Always include some input of your own, for example comments on the material, background information, criticisms of the argument, and questions to be raised.  Give adequate citations for any research materials you may use.  Presentations should be about 15 minutes. 

Mini-papers:  Mini-papers will be minimum two pages long and will consist of a discussion of material from one section, one page, or even just one paragraph taken from the readings due for that day (or from material covered since the last mini-paper was due).  Mini-papers will be graded for clarity, logic, understanding of the materials, good English, and philosophical engagement with the materials.  Mini-papers should not just be summaries.  Mini-papers may be rewritten for a second grade.  If you are assigned a presentation on a mini-deadline day, your deadline is moved to the next week.
Class Participation:   There will be no official class-participation part of your grade.  However if I believe your participation has been especially effective I will consider this in borderline cases. Factors include 

· Verbal Participation.  Questions and comments in the general class and in small groups that show that you are engaged and thinking about the material.  

· Evidence of Having Read the Material.  I like to call on people in class:  be prepared.
· In-Class Projects including in small group activities.

Term Paper:   Follow “Guidelines on How to Write a Philosophy Paper.”  I will hand out suggested topics later.   The paper should be relatively narrow in scope, for example, not “Peirce” or even “Peirce on Signs” but some specific problem within Peirce’s theory of signs.  One way to focus a paper is to use an article from a journal, or a chapter from a contemporary scholarly book, as a jumping off point for your paper.  It is alright, for example, to write a paper as a critical response to such an article. The term paper should be eight to ten pages, but can be longer. 
For undergraduates, research should include references to at least two articles or books beyond our texts.  Adequate citations should be given. 

Graduate students should think of the paper as something that could be submitted to a conference or for publication.  They should try to read enough articles, book chapters, etc. on the topic to have “canvassed the field.”

Final Exam:   This will be an essay exam.  I will provide you with the final exam question on the last class session.  The final exam will be “open book.”  

Notes on Writing

a. Evaluation of papers will include assessment of your writing ability.  Good writing is essential to a good philosophy paper.  If you have problems with reading or writing English, be sure to get help from advisors or myself.  

b. If you turn in your paper on time I will get it back to you within one week or, rarely, two weeks.  Late papers will be put at the bottom of my pile and will be graded when I have the time.  

c. All papers may be rewritten for a second grade.  In order to rewrite a paper it is wise to see me during my office hours and have me go over the graded paper with you. At that time I will probably make further suggestions for improvement.  You should try to deal with all of the points raised in my written and spoken comments in your revised paper.  Revised papers should be stapled to the old version.  Rewrites may be turned in any time up until the last day of instruction.  You may rewrite more than once.  Your final grade for the paper will be the best grade.
d. No papers or rewrites may be turned in after the last day of instruction.

e. Failure to Complete Papers and Incompletes.  If you fail to complete or turn in a paper by the last instruction meeting you will receive an F on the paper unless you have made an arrangement with me to take an incomplete in the course.  I will only give incompletes to students who have completed at least half the course requirements, who request the incomplete, and who give compelling reasons for receiving an incomplete.

Classroom Protocol

1. Attendance. You should attend all meetings of the class, not only because you are responsible for material discussed, but because active ac is essential for you to achieve the goals of this course. (Dialogue is important in philosophy!)  Also, you will be unlikely to understand many of the readings without the benefit of the lectures. If you have been out of school for more than a couple class sessions you should let me know and ask about making up the work.  If you know in advance that you will miss more than one class please let me know.  

2. Class Manners.  Students should be aware of, and practice, basic college university class etiquette.  You should turn off cell phones in class.  If you think you will need to leave the class early please let me know about it at the beginning of the class and sit near the door so as to leave unobtrusively. You should not eat, sleep, read the newspaper, use offensive language, or talk out of turn in class.   Do not use computers to do anything unrelated to the class.  At all times, show courtesy to your teacher and to other students.

3. Tardiness.  You should be in class at the beginning of the class period.

University Policies
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material

University policy:  “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.”   My verbal approval is sufficient for one class session.  To obtain my permission to record more than one class session we would both have to sign an agreement.  Recording of other students or guest speakers would require their permission as well. “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.”

Academic integrity

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability.

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 
San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities for students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

SJSU Peer Connections 

Peer Connections, a campus-wide resource for mentoring and tutoring, strives to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience.  You are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals.  

In addition to offering small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring for a number of undergraduate courses, consultation with mentors is available on a drop-in or by appointment basis.   Workshops are offered on a wide variety of topics including preparing for the Writing Skills Test (WST), improving your learning and memory, alleviating procrastination, surviving your first semester at SJSU, and other related topics.  A computer lab and study space are also available for student use in Room 600 of Student Services Center (SSC). 

Peer Connections is located in three locations: SSC, Room 600 (10th Street Garage on the corner of 10th and San Fernando Street), at the 1st floor entrance of Clark Hall, and in the Living Learning Center (LLC) in Campus Village Housing Building B.  Visit Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.
SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU Writing Center on Facebook. (Note: You need to have a QR Reader to scan this code.) [image: image1.png]


 
SJSU Counseling Services 
The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.
How to Write   A classic:  William Strunk, The Elements of Style, is available free on-line at http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html  

How to do Citations

I expect proper citations in papers.  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html.  See also my own abridged version of this on my web page.

I prefer Chicago Manual Style.  Do not use APA or AMA Style.  You can use either footnotes or endnotes.  If you use Microsoft Word, go to Insert, then Reference, then Footnote. Notes should be numbered. 

If you are getting information from one of the journals that the SJSU library provides on-line do not cite the web site, the library, the URL, the access date or the database.  See also    http://libguides.sjsu.edu/content.php?pid=61925&sid=455424
San Jose State Library Web Site for Philosophy

Go to sjlibrary.org , then to research, then to philosophy.  Or click on this link:   http://www.sjlibrary.org/research/databases/sguide_subjectList.htm?subID=57&getType=5
In order to access materials relevant to this course go to SJLibrary.org, then to “Articles and Databases,” then to “SJSU Subjects,” then down the alphabet to “Philosophy.”  If you access one of the on-line journals or databases, such as “Philosopher’s Index,” you will need your user name and your password.  The user name is your Library Card number, and your password is the access code (usually the last four digits of your phone number.) 

In Philosophy, you will find, among other things, the Philosopher's Index.  It indexes nearly all articles and books in philosophy since, I believe, the 1940s.   There are short descriptions of most of the articles.  You can research a topic by doing a keyword search.   For instance, you could write in "Peirce" and it would reveal all articles written by philosophers on Peirce, and many books as well.  If you want to make your search more specific, use two or more key words connected by the word “and,” as in “Peirce and signs.” 

You can also use a number of other philosophy resources, including electronic access to full-text in many journals.    Under “Newspapers, Magazines and Journals” you will find a list of journals in philosophy, both on-line and print.  JSTOR is one of my favorite databases.  It includes full-text for several philosophy journals and has easy-to-use research features.     There is also information there on plagiarism policies, and how to write a college paper.  You can even find links to reputable web sites devoted to philosophy.

Journals may also be accessed electronically by going into the library catalog and typing in the journal’s name, then clicking on the link to the electronic version of the journal and following the instructions from there.

LINK+ and Interlibrary Loan

If you want a book that is not in our library you can order one online through the library site LINK+.  The book comes in two to three weeks. 

If you want a photocopy of an article in a journal not accessed by our library or a book not available through our library or LINK+ go to Interlibrary Services (also online at the library site).  You will need get an account with them.  These may take up to a month, and it might be easier just to go to another college library. 

Other Libraries

Just a few miles from campus is the Santa Clara University library.  You do not have to be a Santa Clara University student to use the library, although you cannot check books out from there.   Other good libraries relatively nearby are at California State University at Hayward and UCSC.  

Bookstores

Bookstores are becoming rare, but are still fun to browse in. My favorites around here for philosophy is Stanford University Bookstore.  Further away: Moe’s on Telegraph Ave in Berkeley, University Press Books on Bancroft in Berkeley, Green Apple Books on Clement Street in San Francisco, City Lights bookstore in San Francisco.   In Santa Cruz there is the Literary Guillotine, Logos Books, and Bookshop Santa Cruz.     

Web Sites on American Philosophy

Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy   “SAAP exists to advance American philosophy by promoting interest and research in its history, encouraging original and creative work in its spirit, and providing forums for the exchange of information and ideas.”  http://www.american-philosophy.org/   Note that various prizes are offered by best papers.  There are links here to various other societies and centers often associated with particular philosophers:  e.g. Dewey, Peirce, James, etc. 

Journals

The Journal of Speculative Philosophy 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_speculative_philosophy/  The library gets this one on-line.

Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society

http://www.peircesociety.org/transactions.html   The library gets this one in print and on-line through a variety of databases.

William James Studies http://williamjamesstudies.org/
The library does not get this one.

The Pluralist.  http://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/plur.html   The official journal of the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy

Education and Culture.  The journal of the Dewey Society.  http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/eandc/
Phil 112 / American Philosophy, Spring 2015, Course Schedule

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice both in class and by posting a revised schedule on the course web-site. I will also email students about changes.
Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1
	1/28
	Introduction:   American Philosophy Before Emerson

	2
	2/4
	Emerson“Nature”  1836  Modern Library 3-39  

or

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=emerson;cc=emerson;view=text;idno=4957107.0001.001;rgn=div1;node=4957107.0001.001%3A9
An excerpt is available here:  http://people.virginia.edu/~sfr/enam315/waldoemerson.html
Don’t confuse with an essay he wrote later also called “Nature” in Essays: Second Series.
Emerson “The American Scholar” 17-26 (1837) 


	3
	2/11
	First Minipaper Due

Emerson “Self-Reliance” 27-39 (1841)  
“The Transcendentalist”   1842 in Emerson 81-98. and at 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=emerson;cc=emerson;type=simple;rgn=div1;q1=The%20Transcendentalist;view=text;subview=detail;sort=occur;idno=4957107.0001.001;node=4957107.0001.001%3A17
or http://www.emersoncentral.com/transcendentalist.htm


	4
	2/18
	Peirce:  Some Consequences of Four Incapacities, 54-67 (1868) 
Peirce:   The Fixation of Belief, 67-76 (1877) 
Peirce:   How to Make Our Ideas Clear, 77-88 (1878) 



	5
	2/25
	Second Minipaper Due

Peirce:   The Doctrine of Necessity Examined, 88-87  (1892)  
Peirce: What Pragmatism Is,  105-116  (1905)

Peirce:  Issues of Pragmaticism, 116-126 (1905) 



	6
	3/4
	Peirce: The Categories and the Study of Signs, 97-105 (1904-1908)
Peirce:  A Neglected Argument for the Reality of God, 126-137 (1908)
James:  The Dilemma of Determinism, 215-229 (1884)

	7
	3/11
	James:  The Stream of Thought, 161-181 (1890) 

James:  The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life (1891) 

James: The Will to Believe (1896)

	8
	3/18
	Third Minipaper Due

Jane Addams:  Chartable Effort, 631-644 (1902)

James:  A World of Pure Experience (1904)

James:  What Pragmatism Means (1907)

	9
	3/25
	No class.  Spring Break.

	10
	4/1
	In this portion of the class we will jump back and forth between Dewey and the revival of pragmatism.  Rorty is basically a follower of Dewey.

Rorty  “What Difference Does Pragmatism Make?  The View From Philosophy: Pragmatism as Romantic Polytheism”  1998

http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/d/dickstein-pragmatism.html?_r=1
Two of Rorty’s most famous books are available for free (we might read selections).

Rorty  Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature   http://pages.uoregon.edu/koopman/courses_readings/rorty/rorty_PMN_full.pdf
Rorty  Contingency Irony and Solidarity   http://pages.uoregon.edu/koopman/courses_readings/rorty/rorty_CIS_full.pdf
Dewey   “The Reflex Arc Concept in Psychology” 1896

 http://www.brocku.ca/MeadProject/Dewey/Dewey_1896.html
Dewey: The Postulate of Immediate Experience, 455-459 [1905]



	11
	4/8
	Richard Rorty  “Feminism and Pragmatism” 1990 http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/documents/rorty92.pdf
Dewey:  Education as Growth, 491-497 [1916]

Dewey:  The Need for a Recovery of Philosophy  445-455 [1917]
Dewey: Experience and Philosophic Method, 460-471 [1925]


	12
	4/15
	Term Paper Due
Dewey:   Existence as Precarious and Stable 471-476  [1925]

Dewey:  Nature, Communication and Meaning 476-482 [1925]



	13
	4/25
	Fourth Mini-paper Due
Dewey   The first four chapters of Art as Experience

	14
	5/6
	Dewey:  Faith and its Object 530-539.  [1934]
Dewey:  Pattern of Inquiry  482-491 [1938]

	15
	5/13
	We will decide on the reading for this date based on how the class is going.  Another possibility is a selection from the writings of Joseph Margolis, the leading living pragmatist who combines pragmatism aesthetics and relativism, Robert Brandom, Rorty’s most famous student, or Richard Shusterman, who is an important figure in pragmatist aesthetics.  


	
	
	

	Final Exam
	May 20
	7:45-10:00   
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