Dewey Chronology  
information taken from the on-line Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Wikipedia, “John Dewey” by John J. Stuhr (our text), and 
1859  born in Burlington, Vermont to Lucinda Rich Dewey and Archibald Sprague Dewey, third generation Vermonters. Archibald was a grocer and later owner of cigar and tobacco shop. Lucinda was an evangelical Congregationalist and worked with the poor.   He is the third of four sons. 
Darwin’s Origin of Species.  
1860s  Dewey’s father fights in Civil War:  Dewey spends one winter in northern Virginia.  Dewey joins First Congregational Church age 11.

1872  begins High School, completes in three years

1875- 1879  Enters University of Vermont age 15.  There he was exposed to evolutionary theory through the teaching of G.H. Perkins and Lessons in Elementary Physiology, a text by T.H. Huxley, the famous English evolutionist.  Philosophy teacher H.A.P. Torrey had a strong influence on him.  He receives his B.A.  
1879-81  Teaches high school in Oil City, PA.  Spends a year at home teaching in a village school studying under Torrey privately.  Sends two essays to W.T. Harris, then editor of the Journal of Speculative Philosophy, and the most prominent of the St. Louis Hegelians, who encourages him.
1882  Begins graduate studies Johns Hopkins, without financial aid (borrows $500 from an aunt).   Was influenced by George Sylvester Morris, a German-trained Hegelian philosopher.  G. Stanley Hall, one of the most prominent American experimental psychologists at the time, helped him appreciate scientific methodology as applied to the human sciences.  Charles Sanders Peirce taught him logic.  His dissertation was on Kantian psychology under Morris.
1884  PhD  Philosophy 
1884  Dewey accepted a teaching post at the University of Michigan, where Morris had landed, a post he was to hold for ten years, with the exception of a year at the University of Minnesota in 1888.  Met James Hayden Tufts.
“At Michigan, Dewey was active in the Student Christian Association and was a member of the First Congregational Church where he taught Bible classes. Dewey’s interests in social, political, and economic issues grew increasingly radical as he continued to struggle with issues of unity and religion.” 

1886  Married Harriet Alice Chipman:  they have three children in Michigan, and three in Chicago.
1887  Psychology  combines philosophical idealism and physiological psychology
1888 Leibniz's New Essays Concerning the Human Understanding. 
1890  William James  Principles of Psychology  strongly influences Dewey, who gradually shifts from a Hegelian to a pragmatist perspective.
1891  Dewey formed a close personal friendship with the young sociologist George Herbert Mead after he hired him on 1891.
1894  Appointed Professor of Philosophy chairman of Department of Philosophy, Psychology and Education at the University of Chicago.
1895  Third child dies, age 2.
1896 Founded University of Chicago Laboratory Schools, known as the “Dewey School.” Ella Flagg Young, the first women president of the National Education Association, was a leading figure.  Alice Dewey manages the school.  Due to various problems, the school is merged with the Chicago Institute in 1904.  
1896  “The Reflex Arc Concept in Psychology.”
1899 The School and Society 
1902  The Child and the Curriculum.  Becomes associated with Jane Addams at Hull House on problems of immigrants.

1903  Four essays of his are in a collection of University of Chicago essays called  Studies in Logical Theory.  His essays collected were titled “Thought and its Subject-Matter."  James speaks of this as the “Chicago School.”  
1904  Professor Columbia University and at Teachers College, Columbia University.  Fourth child dies, age 8.    They adopt an Italian orphan boy.
1905  “The Postulate of Immediate Empiricism.”


1908  Ethics (with James Hayden Tufts)
1910  How We Think
1910  The Influence of Darwin on Philosophy and Other Essays in Contemporary Thought
1916  Essays in Experimental Logic

1916 Democracy and Education  [contains “Education as Growth”]
1917  “The Need for a Recovery of Philosophy”  
1919-1921  trip to China and Japan

1920 Reconstruction in Philosophy 

1922 Human Nature and Conduct (1922)
1924  trip to Turkey

1925  Walter Lippmann writes The Phantom Public to which Dewey responds with The Public and Its Problems in 1927.

1925  Experience and Nature  [contains “Experience and Philosophic Method”  “Existence as Precarious and Stable” and “Nature, Communication and Meaning”]

1927  The Public and Its Problems.  [Contains “Search for The Great Community”]  Alice Dewey dies.  
1928  trip to USSR

1929  The Quest for Certainty 
1930  Retires 

1930  Individualism, Old and New  [contains “The Lost Individual”]  


1932  Philosophy and Civilization

1934  A Common Faith [contains “Faith and Its Object”]  
1934  one of the signers of The Humanist Manifesto

1934  Art as Experience 

1935  Liberalism and Social Action 
1937  chairs of commission of inquiry on Leon Trotsky clearing him of charges brought against him by Stalin

1938  Experience and Education 

1938  Logic: The Theory of Inquiry  [contains “The Pattern of Inquiry”]

1939 Freedom and Culture
1940  defends Bertrand Russell 

1946 Problems of Men (1946).  Marries Roberta Grant from Oil City.  They adopt two children.
1949  Knowing and the Known (co-author Arthur F. Bentley)

1951  suffers a broken hip
1952  dies of pneumonia, New York City at age of 92
