Emerson  Nature  [preliminary outline]
1. Introduction

1.1. Retrospective:  we perceive God through their eyes.

1.1.1. original relation?

1.1.2. new men, new thoughts

1.2. no questions unanswerable

1.2.1. acts it as life before he apprehends it as truth

1.2.2. to what end nature

1.3. science:  aim, to find a theory of nature.

1.3.1. religious leaders dispute

1.4. universe composed of Nature and the Soul

1.4.1. the NOT ME is NATURE

1.4.2. both senses of nature:  common sense is essences unchanged by man
2. Nature

2.1. solitude, retire from his reading and writing

2.1.1. look at stars

2.1.2. the sublime
2.1.3. enjoys

2.2. stars reverence

2.2.1. nature never mean appearance
2.2.2. never a toy

2.2.3. reflect his wisdom

2.3. nature as integrity of impression made by manifold natural objects

2.3.1. tree of poet

2.3.2. charming landscape

2.3.3. eye integrate all the parts

2.3.4. best parts of men’s farms

2.4. few adult persons can see nature

2.4.1. superficial seeing

2.4.2. sun shines into the eye and heart of child

2.4.3. inward and outward senses adjusted

2.4.4. spirit of infancy

2.4.5. wild delight in spite of real sorrows

2.4.6. glad with me

2.4.7. every season

2.4.8. nature a setting

2.4.9. crossing a bare common, perfect exhilaration
2.4.10. in the woods youth

2.4.11. decorum and sanctity

2.4.12. egotism vanishes

2.4.13. transparent eyeball

2.4.14. Universal being through me

2.4.15. part of God

2.4.16. wilderness vs. streets

2.4.17. distant line of horizon

2.5. suggestion of occult relation man and vegetable

2.5.1. not alone

2.5.2. doing right

2.6. power resides in man or in harmony of nature and man

2.6.1. same scene melancholy today

2.6.2. wears the colors of the spirit

3. Commodity

3.1. advantages senses owe to nature
3.1.1. low but perfect

3.1.2. conveniences…serve him

3.1.3. circulations of divine charity

3.2. useful arts are reproductions

3.2.1. steam

3.2.2. cities built for him

3.2.3. fed that he may work

4. Beauty

4.1. love of beauty

4.2. kosmos

4.2.1. primary forms give delight in and for themselves

4.2.2.  they eye is the best of artists

4.2.3.  its structure and laws of light produce perspective

4.2.4.   globe

4.3. three aspects of beauty

4.3.1.   Simple perfection of natural forms is a delight

4.3.1.1.   Nature medicinal

4.3.1.1.1.   Comes out a man again

4.3.1.1.2.   Other times:  without corporeal benefit

4.3.1.1.3.   I dilate and conspire with the morning wind

4.3.1.1.4. Deify us with few elements

4.3.1.1.5.  Dawn is my Assyria

4.3.1.2.   Last evening’s sunset

4.3.1.3. 
Leafless trees became spires of flame

4.3.1.4. Wintery scenery too

4.3.1.5.  The river a perpetual gala

4.3.1.6.   Part felt as beauty is the least part.

4.3.1.7.   Beauty as mirage.

4.3.2. Higher spiritual element is essential to it perfection

4.3.2.1. High and divine beauty in combination with human will

4.3.2.2. Virtue

4.3.2.3. Natural action is graceful

4.3.2.4. Heroic act causes bystanders to shine
4.3.2.5. Great actions:  universe is property

4.3.2.6. His dowry

4.3.2.7. Noble act done:  add the beauty of the scene to that of the deed

4.3.2.8. Columbus, man and living picture

4.3.2.9. Vane and Russell

4.3.2.10. Act of heroism:  sun as its candle

4.3.3. As the beauty of the world becomes an object of the intellect

4.3.3.1.   Relation to thought

4.3.3.2.  Order of things in mind of God

4.3.3.3.  Beauty reforms itself in the mind for new creation

4.3.3.4.  Love of beauty is Taste, creation of beauty Art

4.3.3.5.  Art is epitome of the world, expression of nature in miniature

4.3.3.6.   The standard of beauty is the entire circuit of natural forms

4.3.3.7.   Nothing is beautiful alone only 

4.3.3.8.   Beauty as expression of the universe

4.3.3.9.   Truth, goodness, beauty all different faces of the All

5. Language

5.1. Language is the third use of Nature to man

5.1.1. Words are signs of natural facts.

5.1.2. Particular natural facts are symbols of particular spiritual facts.

5.1.3. Nature is the symbol of spirit. 


