Charles Sanders Peirce  
[These notes on Peirce use a chronology from The Peirce Edition at http://www.iupui.edu/~peirce/peirce/chron.htm  as a base.  I then have added to it, mainly drawing from Brent, Joseph.  Charles Sanders Peirce, Indiana University Press 1993].

also useful http://www.peirce.org/
1839  Born on 10 Sept. in Cambridge, MA, to Benjamin and Sarah Hunt (Mills) Peirce 

Benjamin was a Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy at Harvard and was the most important influence on Peirce’s life.  He was one of the founders of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, and of the Smithsonian Institution. 

1855  Enters Harvard College 
1858  joins a surveying party in Machias, Maine, and begins association with Survey superintendent, Alexander Dallas Bache, one of the leading men of American science.
1859  Graduates (A.B.) from Harvard; continues as a "resident graduate" for one year. Appointed regular aide in Coast Survey, July 1. 

1860 Studies classification with Agassiz at Harvard, summer-fall 

Zina Fay becomes convinced that the Holy Ghost is the Infinite Eternal Feminine:  the true trinity is Father, Mother, Only Son.  Her friends were Emerson, James Russell Lowell, and George Eliot:  she criticized Emerson for his Unitarianism, studied at the Agassiz School for Young Ladies in Cambridge and graduates in 1861, giving the class oration

1861  Enters Lawrence Scientific School at Harvard
Calls on Miss Fay for the first time as a suitor.  Her father was a classmate of Benjamin Peirce.

July appointed as assistant computer to the Coast Survey

1862 Receives graduate degree (A.M.) from Harvard 

Exempted from the military because of his work on the Coast Survey.  (His family was anti-abolitionist and sympathetic to the Confederacy.)
1863 Temporary aide in U.S. Coast Survey, fall to spring '60 

Married to Harriet Melusina Fay, 16 Oct. in an Episcopal Church, St. Albans, Vermont lives with Peirce family Graduates summa cum laude (Sc.B.) in Chemistry from Lawrence Scientific School 

1864  move to their own house at 2 Arrow Street

1865 Harvard lectures on "The Logic of Science," spring 

Begins Logic Notebook, 12 Nov.; last entry in Nov. '09 

1866 Lowell Institute lectures on "The Logic of Science; or Induction and Hypothesis," 24 Oct.-1 Dec. 

1867 Elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 30 Jan.

Harvard lectures on "British Logicians," Dec.-Jan. 

On an Improvement in Boole's Calculus of Logic." 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 7 (1867), 250-261. 

"On the Natural Classification of Arguments." 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 7 (1867), 261-287. 

"On a New List of Categories." 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 7 (1867), 287-298. 

"Upon the Logic of Mathematics." 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 7 (1867), 402-412. 

"Upon Logical Comprehension and Extension." 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 7 (1867), 416-432. 

1868  Questions Concerning Certain Faculties Claimed for Man." 

Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 2 (1868), 103-114. 

"Some Consequences of Four Incapacities." 

Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 2 (1868), 140-157. 

1869  "Grounds of Validity of the Laws of Logic: Further Consequences of Four Incapacities." 

Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 2 (1869), 193-208. 

1869-1909  Charles William Eliot President at Harvard

1869-92 Assistant at Harvard Observatory.  Works on the brightness of stars and on the shape of the Milky Way.

1870 First Survey assignment in Europe: 18 June-7 Mar. '71.  He meets with major logicians, Augustus De Morgan, W. Stanley Jevons, and William Kingdon Clifford, and gives a paper on the logic of relations at a conference.  
He goes to observe a solar eclipse near Catania Sicily.  His father, his brother, Herbert H.D., and Zina are there.  Zina, who is officially an assistant of the Coastal Survey, witnessed and reported an unusual corona effect.  
1871  Peirce says that he used to preach the principle of pragmatism as a sort of logical gospel at the Metaphysical Club.  In another document (Brent 84) he says he started the club in the 60s.  He says that Chauncey Wright was a the strongest member, he next, Nicholas St. John Green a strong intelligence, Frank Abbot, and William James are also mentioned, and he elsewhere mentions John Fiske.  Oliver Wendle Holmes was also a member. 
1872 Founding member of Cambridge Metaphysical Club, Jan.

In charge of Survey office, spring-summer 

Put in charge of pendulum experiments, beginning in Nov. 

Promoted to rank of Assistant in the Survey, 1 Dec.

1873  begins gravity experiments on Mt. Hoosac near North Adams, Mass. 

Zina is suspicious that he is having an affair with a Mrs. Bradford

1874  Benjamin Peirce resigns from being superintendent of Coastal Survey and the new superintendent is Carlile P. Patterson, naval captain

1875 Second Survey assignment in Europe: Apr. '75-Aug. '76.  Charles was to study European gravimetrics.  Zina accompanies him. 
Serves as first official American delegate to International Geodetic Association in Paris, 20-29 Sept. 

1876 Separated from Melusina in Oct.

John Hopkins University Founded

1877 Elected to National Academy of Sciences, 20 Apr. 

“The Fixation of Belief” Popular Science Monthly
Third Survey assignment in Europe: 13 Sept.-18 Nov.

Represents U.S. at International Geodetic Association conference in Stuttgart, 27 Sept.-2 Oct. 

1878  Photometric Researches published in Aug.
Defines meter in terms of wavelengths of light, a method continued until recent times.

1878  “How to Make Our Ideas Clear”  Popular Science Monthly

"The Doctrine of Chances." 

Popular Science Monthly 12 (March 1878), 604-615. 

"The Probability of Induction." 

Popular Science Monthly 12 (April 1878), 705-718. 

"The Order of Nature." 

Popular Science Monthly 13 (June 1878), 203-217. 

"Deduction, Induction, and Hypothesis." 

Popular Science Monthly 13 (August 1878), 470-482. 

"Comment se fixe la croyance." 

Revue Philosophique de la France et de L'Étranger 6 (December 1878), 553-569. 

"Comment rendre nos idées claires." 

Revue Philosophique de la France et de L'Étranger 7 (January 1879), 39-57. 

1879  First meeting of John Hopkins University Metaphysical Club, 28 Oct.  Peirce comes into contact with Christine Ladd-Franklin, Oscar Howard Mitchell, Thomas Craig, John Dewey, Thorstein Veblen, Royce, G. Stanley Hall, Joseph Jastrow, J. J. Sylvester, 
Lecturer in Logic (till '84) at Johns Hopkins University 

1880  Elected to London Mathematical Society, 11 Mar. 

Fourth Survey assignment in Europe: Apr.-Aug. 

Designs and supervises the construction of the first of four gravity pendulums bearing his name. 

Trained members of the Lady Franklin Bay Expedition on the use of Peirce Pendulum No. 1 prior to their June departure for the Arctic. 

Elected to American Association for the Advancement of Science in Aug. 

Peirce’s father dies.  

1883  Studies in Logic published in spring:  papers on logic writtenin his seminar
Divorced from Melusina, 24 Apr. 

Marries Juliette Froissy (Pourtalès), 30 Apr.  
Fifth and final Survey assignment in Europe: May-Sept. 

Simon Newcomb points out to a Johns Hopkins trustee that Peirce had lived with and traveled with a woman to whom he was not married.

1884-6 Directs pendulum operations to determine relative gravity at Washington, D.C. and various field sites, Jul. 1884-Feb. 1886. 

1884 Faculty contract at the Johns Hopkins terminates
The Peirces move to Washington, D.C. in Sept. 
Peirce could not gain another academic position probably because he was considered morally unfit due to the fact that he had lived with Juliette outside of marriage prior to their marriage (although his defense of unconventional religious view may have also been a factor).  
Lt Greely and survivors of the Lady Franklin Bay Expedition bring out the raw data for Peirce's report on Arctic gravity measurements in June 

In charge of Office of Weights and Measures, Oct.-22 Feb. '85 

Newcomb as editor of American Journal of Mathematics rejects Peirce’s 
On the Algebra of Logic”

1886  Settles with his wife in a New York City apartment and begins to prepare reports on his gravity field work.

1887 Continues working on gravity determination reports for Coast and Geodetic Survey, Jan.-Apr

Works on scientific and philosophical definitions for the Century Dictionary throughout the year.

The need for income and frustration with his Survey superiors leads Peirce to initiate a sideline correspondence course in "The Art of Reasoning," beginning Jan.

Discusses his desire to resign from the Survey with Superintendent Thorn in Feb; is asked not to do so until he has completed his reports on gravity determinations.

 Completes his report on gravity determinations in the arctic (Greely's Lady Franklin Bay expedition of 1881-84), 11 Apr. Continues working on his own gravity determinations for the continental U.S. until 1889.

 Moves with his wife to hotel rooms and eventually to a rented house in Milford, PA, 28 Apr. Retains his rooms in New York City for another decade, but plans to write his philosophy and teach from the planned estate in Milford. 

Peirce's mother dies, 12 Oct. 1887, leaving an inheritance which Peirce uses to buy land and begin building an estate near Milford. 

1888  President Cleveland appoints Peirce to the U. S. Assay Commission, 1 Jan.

Peirce's maiden Aunt Charlotte Elizabeth Peirce dies in March, leaving him her collection of French novels and a small inheritance. 

Purchases a farm 1 mile north of Milford, 10 May; over the next two years, Peirce reconstructs the existing farmhouse and buys more land, eventually calling the estate "Arisbe." 

Submits two short reports on aspects of his gravity work to the Survey in July 

Corrects proof for his gravity report for the Lady Franklin Bay Arctic Expedition.

Outlines a plan to incorporate all his gravity determinations along latitudinal and longitudinal arcs in a single report; notifies the Survey of his plan in Dec.

1889  Asks for leave to consult doctors on Juliette's deteriorating health in May; the diagnosis is tuberculosis.

Peirce sends Juliette to Europe to regain her health, late Nov.

Submits the major part of his long-overdue gravity report to the Survey, 29 Nov.; it does not include the longitudinal stations, but it does contain the foundational discussion of the theory, instruments, field procedures, and mathematical reductions developed by Peirce for all his gravity work of the 1880's.

Peirce's scientific and philosophical definitions begin to appear in volumes of the Century Dictionary

1890 Review of the Gravity Report by Survey personnel and outside readers leads Superintendent Mendenhall to reject the report unless further revised. 
Juliette returns from Europe, Spring.

Completes major addition to Arisbe, Apr.

Judge Francis Russell, a friend, introduces him Paul Carus and Edward Hegeler, editor and owner respectively of The Monist
1891 Juliette undergoes surgery for gynecological problems in Jan.

In Sep., after receiving no further work from Peirce on gravity determinations, Superintendent Mendenhall asks for Peirce's resignation, effective 31 Dec.

Mainly Peirce does consulting work after that in chemistry.

1892 Lowell lectures on "The History of Science," 28 Nov.-5 Jan.

1893 Petrus Peregrinus announced; prospectus only published "Search for a Method" announced by Open Court; not completed

1894 The Principles of Philosophy" (in 12 vols.) announced by Henry Holt Co.; not completed

“How to Reason" rejected by both Macmillan and Ginn Co.

In these years he wrote numerous reviews for The Nation under editor Wendell Phillips Garrison, and did translations for the Smithsonian Institution.  

1895 "New Elements of Mathematics" rejected by Open Court

1896 Consulting chemical engineer (till '02), St. Lawrence Power Co.

1898  Cambridge lectures on "Reasoning and the Logic of Things," 10 Feb.-7 Mar.

"The History of Science" announced by G. P. Putnam's; not completed

1898-1910  each year William James would write to friends to gain money to help Peirce:  Peirce named James’ eldest son as his heir of Juliette died first

1901 Contributor to Dictionary of Philosophy and Psychology
1902  Grant application for "Proposed Memoirs on Minute Logic" rejected by Carnegie Institution  
1903  Harvard lectures on "Pragmatism," 26 Mar.-17 May

Lowell lectures on "Some Topics of Logic," 23 Nov.-17 Dec.

1907  Harvard Philosophy Club lectures on "Logical Methodeutic," 8-13 Apr.

1909  Last published article, "Some Amazing Mazes"

1914   Dies at Arisbe on 19 April, of cancer, Juliette 20 years later
1914  Juliette sells his papers to Harvard:  they are under the care of Royce until his death in 1916

1923  Raphael Morris Cohen edits an anthology of Peirce’s writings
1931-35  Collected Papers Published
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