William James  Life     updated 2011
This chronology is based on the one found at the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy site  http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/james/  by Russell Goodman, 2006, and also the one at  www.des.emory.edu/mfp/james.html
Massive amounts of material on James including many full-text versions of his work are at http://www.des.emory.edu/mfp/james

1842. Born in New York City, first child of Henry James and Mary Walsh (both of Scottish-Irish Protestant heritage).  Educated by tutors and at private schools in New York.  Henry James Sr. was a Swedenborgian theologian and friend of Emerson, Margaret Fuller, Bronson Alcott, Thoreau, Lowell, Hawthorne.  Emerson was William’s godfather.
1843. Brother Henry born.  [Henry became a famous novelist.]
1843-45 Henry Sr. takes family to Europe

1845  brother Garth Wilkinson born

1846  brother Robertson born 

1847  family rents house 11 Fifth Avenue, Manhattan

1848. sister Alice born.   [famous for her diary]  
 1852-1855 attends school in New York

1855-8. Family moves to Europe. William attends school in Geneva, Paris, and Boulogne-sur-Mer; develops interests in painting and science. He is fluent in French at 14 and German at 18.  
1858. Family settles in Newport, Rhode Island, where James studies painting with William Hunt. 

1859-60. Family settles in Geneva, where William studies science at Geneva Academy; then returns to Newport when William decides he wishes to resume his study of painting.  
1859 Darwin’s Origin of Species.
1861 William abandons painting and enters Lawrence Scientific School at Harvard.  His brothers Garth Wilkinson and Robertson fight in the Civil War.
1864. James family moves to Boston. William enters Harvard School of Medicine. 

1865. Joins Amazon expedition of his teacher Louis Agassiz, contracts a mild form of smallpox, recovers and travels up the Amazon, collecting specimens for Agassiz's zoological museum at Harvard. 

1866. James family moves to Cambridge. William returns to medical school. Suffers eye strain, back problems, and suicidal depression in the fall. 

1867-8. Travels to Europe for health and education: Dresden, Bad Teplitz, Berlin, Geneva, Paris. Studies physiology at Berlin University, reads philosophy, psychology and physiology (Wundt, Kant, Lessing, Goethe, Schiller, Renan, Renouvier).  He begins to publish book reviews.  
1869. Receives M. D. degree, but never practices. Severe depression in the fall.  Suffers from a “vastation.”  

1870-1. Depression and poor health continue.  “sunk in gloom about his prospects and troubled by the profound differences between his scientific views of the mind and the world and his father's mystical and spiritual ones.” Affected also by the death of his cousin Minny Temple.   Reads Charles Renouvier on Free Will and comes to believe that free will is not an illusion and so he can use it to change his condition.  He affirms “the moral business” which means a meaningful life.  
1872. Accepts offer from President Eliot of Harvard to teach undergraduate course in comparative physiology.   His students at Harvard included Boris Sidis, George Santayana, W.E.B. Dubois, G. Stanley Hall, Ralph Barton Perry, Gertrude Stein, Horace Kallen, Morris Raphael Cohen, Alain Locke, C. I. Lewis, Mary Calkins.
1873. Accepts an appointment to teach full year of anatomy and physiology, but postpones teaching for a year (because of return of depression) to travel in Europe with Henry, mostly Italy. 

1874-5. Begins teaching psychology at Harvard; establishes first American psychology laboratory.   Belongs to the Metaphysical Club with Charles Peirce, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Chauncey Wright.  [see notes on Peirce and Wright]
1876 becomes Assistant professor of physiology

1878. Marries Alice Howe Gibbens, a Boston school teacher and pianist. Publishes "Remarks on Spencer's Definition of Mind as Correspondence" in Journal of Speculative Philosophy.  Peirce publishes “How to Make our Ideas Clear.”  James begins treatise on psychology.
1879. Publishes "The Sentiment of Rationality" in Mind. He writes that “the bottom of being is logically opaque to us” and that “our mind is so wedded to the process of seeing an other beside every item of its experience, that when the notion of an absolute datum is presented to it, it goes through its usual procedure and remains pointing at the void beyond, as if in that lay further matter for contemplation.”  Begins teaching philosophy.  Birth of his first son, Henry.
1880. Appointed Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Harvard.  Continues to teach psychology.  Publishes “Great Men and Their Environment,” Atlantic Monthly:  takes the side of Thomas Carlyle in seeing history as a matter of heroes, e.g. Rembrandt, Wagner, Dickens, Emerson.
1882. Travels to Europe. Meets with Ewald Hering, Carl Stumpf, Ernst Mach, Wilhelm Wundt, Joseph Delboeuf, Jean Charcot, George Croom Robertson, Shadworth Hodgson, Leslie Stephen.  Death of mother.  Birth of second son, William.

1882-3  sabbatical in Europe, father dies while he is in London 
1884. Lectures on "The Dilemma of Determinism" and publishes "On Some Omissions of Introspective Psychology" in Mind.  Publishes “What is an Emotion?”  
1885  Professor of Philosophy.  Death of his son, Herman.
1886  purchases place in Chocurua, New Hampshire
1887  birth of daughter Peggy
1889  builds and moves into new house 95 Irving Street, Cambridge

1885-92. Teaches psychology and philosophy at Harvard:  logic, ethics, English empirical philosophy, psychological research. 

1890. Publishes The Principles of Psychology with Henry Holt of Boston, twelve years after agreeing to write it.  [48]  “James’s interest in theories that met the ‘urgent’ demand of common-sense,’ his willingness to debate the significance of currently laboratory research, and his generosity in accepting personal introspection, philosophical speculation, an psychical research as valid bases of psychological theory earned the Principles an appreciative readership.”  

1891  “The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life.”  included in The Will to Believe published in 1897. 
1891  F.S.C. Schiller publishes Riddles of the Sphinx anonymously. 
1892  Psychology:  The Briefer Course.  Death of sister, Alice.  Begins his talks to Cambridge teachers.
1892-3  travels to Europe with wife and children, receives Ph.D. and Litt. D. from U. of Padua

1894  first American to call attention to work of Sigmund Freud

1896   “The Will to Believe” included in the book of that name 1897

1897. Publishes The Will to Believe and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy. Lectures on "Human Immortality:  Two Supposed Objections to the Doctrine" (published in 1898). 1898. Identifies himself as a pragmatist in "Philosophical Conceptions and Practical Results," given at the University of California, Berkeley. Develops heart problems. 

1898  First lectures on pragmatism University of California “Philosophical Conceptions and Practical Results.”  Radium was discovered by Marie and Pierre Curie.  
1899. Publishes Talks to Teachers on Psychology: and to Students on Some of Life's Ideals (including "On a Certain Blindness in Human Beings" and "What Makes Life Worth Living?").  Becomes active member of the Anti-Imperialist League, opposing U. S. policy in Philippines. 

1899-1901  sabbatical and convalescent in Europe, mainly Nauheim

1901-2. Delivers Gifford lectures on "The Varieties of Religious Experience" in Edinburgh (published in 1902). 

1902  Varieties of Religious Experience

1902  F.S.C. Schiller  Humanism
1903  Giovanni Papini (1881-1956) founds the Italian journal Leonardo
1904  Henry James returns to US

1904-5 Publishes "Does ‘Consciousness’ Exist?," "A World of Pure Experience," "How Two Minds Can Know the Same Thing," "Is Radical Empiricism Solipsistic?" and "The Place of Affectional Facts in a World of Pure Experience" in Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Scientific Methods. All were reprinted in Essays in Radical Empiricism (1912). 

1905 to Mediterranean with Henry, Congress at Rome:  the Italian pragmatists led by Papini entertain him with praise.
1906  Acting professor at Stanford, experiences San Francisco earthquake

1906-1907  lectures on Pragmatism at Lowell Institute and Columbia
1907. Resigns Harvard professorship. Publishes Pragmatism: A New Name for Some Old Ways of Thinking, based on lectures given in Boston and at Columbia.  This includes “What Pragmatism Means” in our text.  He mentions Wilhelm Ostwald, the German chemist who gained the Nobel Prize in 1909, as another forerunner besides Peirce.  
1907  Schiller publishes Studies in Humanism
1908-1909  Hibbert Lectures at Oxford

1909. Publishes A Pluralistic Universe, based on Hibbert Lectures delivered in England and at Harvard the previous year.  Includes “The Types of Philosophic Thinking” in our text.  Publishes The Meaning of Truth.  Claims to have communicated with the spirit of Richard Hodgson and publishes an account of this.  
1910  returns to Europe 

1910. Publishes "A Pluralistic Mystic" in Hibbert Journal. Abandons attempt to complete a "system" of philosophy. (His partially completed manuscript is published posthumously as Some Problems of Philosophy). Dies at age 68 of heart failure on Aug. 26 at summer home in Chocorua, New Hampshire. 

1912  Essays in Radical Empiricism published.  Defends neutral monism:  there is one stuff that is neither material nor mental.

James has been said to have influenced Henri Bergson, John Dewey, Alfred North Whitehead, Niels Bohr, Edmund Husserl, Miguel de Unamuno, Maria Montessori, and Richard Rorty.  

� Linda Simon.  Genuine Reality:  A Life of William James (Harcourt Brace and Company, 1998) 232.
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