San José State University
School/Department
Phil. 70, Ancient Philosophy, 1, Spring, 2016
Course and Contact Information

	Instructor:
	Tom Leddy

	Office Location:
	FOB 206 (The Faculty Office Building is a two-story building between the Spartan Complex and Dwight Bental Hall.  English is on the first floor.  Philosophy is on the second floor.)


	Telephone:
	408-924-4528. I may be reached here during my office hours.  If I am not there, please leave a message on voice-mail and I will call back.

	Email:
	Thomas.leddy@ajsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	12:00-1:00 pm and 3:00-4:00 on WW

	Class Days/Time:
	MW  1:30-2:45

	Classroom:
	BBC 130

	Prerequisites:
	English Remediation completed or a post baccalaureate. 



	GE/SJSU Studies Category: 
	Area C2: Humanities & Arts, Letters



Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging (This section is optional)

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on my faculty profile web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/thomas.leddy You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU at http://my.sjsu.edu to learn of any updates. or just go to SJSU Home and then Faculty and Staff, search for Leddy, and then bookmark the site.  This syllabus and other materials, including Guidelines for Writing Papers in Philosophy, will be posted there, as will be some outlines of the selections we are reading for this class (listed by the name of the author of the text).  I also refer to these as my lecture notes.  If you download the electronic version of this syllabus you can simply hit Control and click your mouse on any of the links in this syllabus and, if you are connected to the web, you will go directly to the site listed.

Course Description 
The course will cover the philosophers of the ancient Greek and Latin worlds with special emphasis placed on the Presocratic Philosophers, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and on the Hellenistic philosophers who came after Aristotle such as the Skeptics, the Stoics and the Epicureans.  We will relate the ancient discussions to current events in politics, cultural life, and the sciences.  We will also attend to neglected women philosophers from this period and to cross-cultural connections to areas outside of Europe. Typical class sessions will involve lecture, student presentations, general discussion, and small group discussion.   
Learning Outcomes 
GE Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1.  recognize how significant works illuminate enduring human concerns:  assessed in papers, quizzes and exams
2.  respond to such works by writing both research-based analyses and personal responses:  assessed in papers, exams and in-class writing
3.  write clearly and effectively:  assessed in papers, quizzes and exams
4.  examine significant works of the human intellect and imagination: assessed by quizzes, exams and papers..

5.  understand the historical and cultural contexts in which such specific texts were created:  assessed by exams and papers
6.  recognize the accomplishments of and issues related to women and diverse cultures reflected in such texts:  assessed through quizzes and exams
Minimum writing requirement is 1500 words in a language and style appropriate to philosophy.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 
1.  reason well about major works of ancient Greek and Roman philosophy and join the ongoing conversation concerning works 

2.  compare and contrast competing theories concerning reality, knowledge, morality, the best state, and other matters of interest to the ancient Greek and Roman philosophers

3.  read and analyze writings in philosophy and related disciplines

4.  explain the history of philosophy in the ancient world
5.  apply philosophical theories, concepts, arguments and debates to contemporary issues
Required Texts/Readings 

Textbooks
Introductory Readings in Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy  ed. Lloyd P. Gerson,    C. D. C. Reeve, Patrick Lee Miller,  Kindle:  $30.  Used $9.50  Hackett Publishing 2006  ISBN-13: 978-0872208308

The First Philosophers: The Presocratics and Sophists tr.and ed. Robin Waterfield   Oxford Paperbacks  2009 ISBN-13: 978-0199539093

Retrieving the Ancients: An Introduction to Greek Philosophy by David Roochnik   Wiley-Blackwell;  2004  ISBN-13: 978-1405108621  40 e, used 23, new 42.

Library Liaison
Silke Higgins  silke.higgins@sjsu.edu  Reference Desk Hours: Mon & Fri 10-11   Library research page for philosophy is at http://libguides.sjsu.edu/philosophy
Course Requirements and Assignments

20%   Research Paper Due May 4
20%   Classroom Participation

20%   Quizzes:  There will be three quizzes.  Feb. 21, March 21, April 20
20%   Homework and Presentation.  There will be two homework assignments and one presentation.  Homework due dates are Feb. 16 and March 14. 
20%   Final Exam

100% total

Your grade will be determined by averaging the grades of the six units listed. 
SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf
Quizzes. Quizzes will be short essay. They will come at the end of the class to check your understanding of the readings and the lectures.    

Class Participation:   Factors include: 

· Verbal Participation.  Questions and comments in the general class and in small groups that show that you are engaged and thinking about the material.  This includes responses to questions I pose. 

· Evidence of Having Read the Material.  I like to call on people in class:  be prepared!
· In-Class Projects.  This includes any writing I ask you to do in class.  I grade in-class writing pass/no pass. 
· Showing leadership and initiative in small group activities.

· Shy people. You can do well in class participation if you excel in non-public ways, for example in small groups, in classroom writing, or in interaction with the instructor outside the class.
Please return to me a 3x5 card with a photograph of you on the front [any photo of you as you look today will do:  you can even photocopy your driver’s license or student ID] and on the back, your name and a short autobiography.  Do this by the next class meeting.  Let me know about any experience you have had with philosophy
Final Exam:  :  This will be an essay exam.  There will be one or two questions.  If there are two, the final grade will be the average of the two.  I will give you a review one week before the exam. The exam will be open-book, open computer.    Bring a couple greenbooks.  These special little booklets for exams may be purchased at Spartan Books and at other locations on campus.  Be sure to write or print your answer legibly.  Be absolutely sure to put your name on the front.

Presentation:   You are required to do one class-room presentation on a day that will be assigned.   Presentations should be eight minutes in length.  You should produce a one page handout with an outline and bibliography (no need to include our classroom text in the bibliography.)  You should give me one copy and you can either distribute to all students or display it on the board using Powerpoint or overhead projector.  I will distribute topics for presentation and you may choose from any of those.  A maximum of two students may present on the same topic.  Alternatively you can come up with your own topic, but you need to propose that to me on a one page proposal sheet with a short bibliography prior to your assigned presentation day.

I encourage you to illustrate presentations using slides, especially ones that use images from the period in question.  Some quotations from the text are O.K. but a presentation that is mostly quotations would be wrong.  Always give credit to authors from whom you get ideas, and give footnotes for all quotes.
Think of this as a situation in which you are the teacher.  Try to make the material interesting to your classmates.  Do not just read from your material.  Practice the presentation ahead of time and give it some dramatic flair.
Be prepared to answer questions by your classmates and by me after the presentation.     
I will assign you a date to give your presentation, although I am flexible on this.  Be sure to email me a copy of your powerpoint if that is what you choose to use.  If you use a powerpoint you must bring in your own computer and have the file ready to go on your computer (do not put the file in the cloud!).  Apple computers need an adapter for the digital projector.  Feel free to ask for help in preparing your presentation in my office or on-line.  
A pretend debate between two ancient writers represented by two students, for example Plato vs. Protagoras, would be an acceptable substitute for a presentation.  
The Research Paper

One research paper is required. Follow the "Guidelines for Writing Papers in Philosophy" which I will supply for you on the class web-site.  Use at least two resources (articles or chapters of books) taken from the library or from library electronic resources.  Other on-line sources are acceptable, but you still need to have at least two resources from the library.  Properly footnote or otherwise cite your research sources.  This means following the Chicago Manual for Style on citations. 
Titles of papers typically take the form "[Philosopher's name] concept of [name of concept] in [name of writing]" for example "Plato's concept of piety in the Euthyphro," or of the form "[Philosopher's name] argument for the thesis that [name the philosopher's conclusion] in [name the work]."  I will make some suggestions. 
Papers should be no shorter than six pages, double-spaced, typewritten.  You should develop your own thesis.  You will be graded on the basis of (1) clarity, (2) English, (3) understanding of the material, (4) logic (how well you develop your argument), and (5) creativity (i.e. the extent to which you seriously think for yourself or the extent to which you deeply engage with the material.)   Keep quotations to a minimum: it is usually better to paraphrase, i.e. say it in your own words.  Quotations cannot be longer than ten words unless you are quoting material that is not available in our texts and that you intend to analyze in detail.
If you have passed your "critical thinking" course, you may use the techniques taught in that course in your analysis of the arguments of the philosophers.
Extra-Credit:  There are three extra-credit options.

1.  Read and critically discuss any essay in one of the philosophy journals that cover ancient philosophy.  You might want to choose one of the items on women in ancient philosophy or on comparison between western and non-western philosophy in the bibliographies listed in the research guide I will post on my web page. This would be a second paper for the course.  You will receive one, two, or more points depending on quality.  A point is equivalent to raising your final exam grade one-third grade, e.g. from B to B+.  If you choose to do this I will help you find something that interests you personally.  This may be turned in anytime until the last instruction day.
2.  Attend one of the public lectures in the Philosophy Department as SJSU or in the Philosophy Department at some other college.  Summarize the lecture and the discussion that follows.  Write at least one paragraph of critical response.  Relate in some way to one of our readings in ancient philosophy. Lectures at SJSU will be announced on the bulletin board in front of the Philosophy Department office and on-line in various ways.  Grading is the same as in option one.  
3.  If you write a paper on an issue related to aesthetics or the philosophy of art in the ancient world and if you get a B+ or better on that paper I may invite you to submit the paper for publication on my blog Aesthetics Today.  If it is published on the blog I will give you extra credit points.  

Notes on Writing

a. Evaluation of papers will include assessment of your writing ability in terms of grammar, spelling, clarity, conciseness, coherence, and logic.  Excellent papers will show good understanding of the written material discussed and engagement with the issues, for example in raising criticisms, trying to resolve a debate or developing your own position.  Good writing is essential to a good philosophy paper.  If you have problems with reading or writing English, be sure to get help from advisors or myself.  The Philosophy Department has a Writing Center where you can get help.  This is located across the hall from my office in the Faculty Office Building, second floor. See my "Guidelines for Writing Papers in Philosophy" on my web site.

b. All papers may be rewritten for a second grade.  In order to rewrite a paper it is wise to see me during my office hours and have me go over the paper with you. At that time I will probably make further suggestions for improvement.  You should try to deal with all of the points raised in my written and spoken comments in your revised paper.  Revised papers should be stapled to the old version that has my comments.  Rewrites may be turned in any time up until the last day of instruction.  You may rewrite more than once.  Your final grade for the paper will be the best grade you receive. 
University policy F69-24 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf states, “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading.”

Grading Policy
Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, to review their grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of their course grades.”  See University Policy F13-1 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details.

Classroom Protocol
Attendance. You should attend all meetings of the class, not only because you are responsible for material discussed, but because active participation is essential for you to achieve the goals of this course. (Dialogue is important in philosophy!)  Also, you will be unlikely to understand many of the readings without the benefit of the lectures and illustrations. If you have been out of school for more than a couple days you should let me know and ask about making up the work.  If you know in advance that you will miss a week or more of classes please let me know.  

Late Papers. Late papers go to the bottom of my grading pile:  you may not be able to benefit from comments before your next paper is due.  No papers are accepted after the last official instruction day. 

Failure to Complete Papers and Incompletes.  If you fail to complete or turn in a paper by the last instruction meeting you will receive an F on the paper unless you have made an arrangement with me to take an incomplete in the course.  I will only give incompletes to students who have completed at least half the course requirements, who request the incomplete, and who give compelling reasons for receiving an incomplete.

Class Manners.  Students should be aware of, and practice, basic class etiquette.  You should turn off cell-phones in class unless you need them to access electronic textbooks or other class-related materials.  If you think you will need to leave the class early please let me know about it at the beginning of the class and sit near the door so as to leave unobtrusively. You should not eat, sleep, read material unrelated to the class, use offensive language, or talk out of turn in class.  Do not use computers or other electronic devices to do anything unrelated to the class.  Such behavior is offensive to me and distracting to your fellow students. At all times, show courtesy to your teacher and to other students.

Tardiness.  You should be in class at the beginning of the class period.
Philosophy Department Resources

Philosophy Clubs

There is an active philosophy club on campus and at least two others in the South Bay Area.  You should consider participating in their events.  I will announce some in class. You can learn about the Philosophy Department Philosophy Club by looking at the Philosophy Department Web Site.   Some activities can gain you extra credit points.
Philosophy Center
The Philosophy Center has varied hours   It is in FO 231.  924-4466.   The hours vary each semester and will be posted on the door.  It is located across the hall from my office.  You can get help there in writing and rewriting your papers.  

University Policies

General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student
As members of the academic community, students accept both the rights and responsibilities incumbent upon all members of the institution. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with SJSU’s policies and practices pertaining to the procedures to follow if and when questions or concerns about a class arises. To learn   important campus information, view University Policy S90–5 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf and SJSU current semester’s Policies and Procedures, at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html. In general, it is recommended that students begin by seeking clarification or discussing concerns with their instructor.  If such conversation is not possible, or if it does not address the issue, it is recommended that the student contact the Department Chair as the next step.
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage at http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to obtain instructor’s permission to record the course and the following items to be included in the syllabus:
· “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.” 
·  “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.”

Academic integrity

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability.

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 
San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities for students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

SJSU Peer Connections 

Peer Connections’ free tutoring and mentoring is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to inspire them to become independent learners.  Peer Connections tutors are trained to provide content-based tutoring in many lower division courses (some upper division) as well as writing and study skills assistance. Small group and individual tutoring are available.  Peer Connections mentors are trained to provide support and resources in navigating the college experience. This support includes assistance in learning strategies and techniques on how to be a successful student.  Peer Connections has a learning commons, desktop computers, and success workshops on a wide variety of topics.  For more information on services, hours, locations, or a list of current workshops, please visit Peer Connections website at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu for more information.

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU Writing Center on Facebook. (Note: You need to have a QR Reader to scan this code.) 
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SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services 
The SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Carlos in the new Student Wellness Center, Room 300B.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide confidential consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling and Psychological Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.
Phil. 70A / Ancient Philosophy, Spring 2016, Course Schedule

The schedule is subject to change.  I will notify you of any changes both in class and by email. . 

Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1
	Feb. 1
	Introduction     

	1
	Feb. 3
	Plato Apology  62-72

	2
	Feb. 8
	Plato End Apology and Crito  73-85

	2
	Feb. 10
	Plato Euthyphro 52-62   

	3
	Feb. 15
	Waterfield  The First Philosophers   Introduction, The Milesians, Xenophanes. And also Reeve 1-4, 

	3
	Feb. 16
	Waterfield.  Pythagoras, Heraclitus  and Reeves 4-14
Homework 1 Due

	4
	Feb. 22
	Waterfield  Parmenides   and Reeves 14-27

	4
	Feb. 24
	Waterfield.  Zeno, Melissus  Reeves  18-22

	5
	Feb. 29
	Waterfield.  Empedocles,  Anaxagoras, The Atomists (Democritus)  Reeves  22-34
Quiz 1

	5
	March 1
	Waterfield.   The Sophists:  Protagoras, Gorgias, Prodicus Hippias,  Reeves 34-42, also Plato Protagoras 86-91

	6
	March 7
	Plato, Meno 91-101

	6
	March 9
	Plato, Meno 102-111 

	7
	March 14
	Plato, Symposium selection 143-153   Homework 2  Due

	7
	March 16
	Plato, Republic  [I want you to read all of the material from the Republic, but read this quickly as though it were a novel.  We will focus on the materials on justice, the line, the cave, and Plato’s rejection of poets from the ideal society.]    152-160


	8
	March 21
	Republic 160-170, 
Quiz 2

	8
	March 23
	Republic  202-211

	9
	April 4
	Republic  materials on rejection of poetry [this was left out of your text we will get this from another source:  http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.11.x.html]

	9
	April 6
	Plato, Parmenides and Timaeus selections  238-249

	10
	April 11
	Aristotle.  Physics selection  272-282

	10
	April 13
	Aristotle.  Metaphysics  selection 291-303

	11
	April 18
	Aristotle.  Nicomachean Ethics  310-321

	11
	April 20
	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics  322-330
Quiz 3

	12
	April 25
	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics  330-344

	12
	April 27
	Aristotle, Politics  344-356

	13
	May 2
	Epicurus  358-370

	13
	May 4
	Roman Epicurean:  Lucretius 396-409    Research Paper Due

	14
	May 9
	Greek Stoics  370-379,  Cicero:  385-395.

	14
	May 11
	The Skeptics   Pyrhho 380-383, Sextus Empiricus 464-479

	15
	May 16
	Roman Stoic:  Marcus Aurelius 454-464

	Final Exam
	May 18
	1215-1430


Phil 70A, Spring, 2016r
 
Page 5 of 10 



