
San José State University
History Department
History 1B, World History, Section 1, Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Vicki Robison

	Office Location:
	Clark Hall 417D

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-2417

	Email:
	vicki.robison@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	Wednesdays 1-2 pm or by appointment

	Class Days/Time:
	Tues/Thurs: 10:30-11:45

	Classroom:
	DMH 167


Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging
Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may be found on my faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/vicki.robison or accessible through the Quick Links>Faculty Web Page links on the SJSU home page. I will also be posting the syllabus and other information on the D2L site for this class.  You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU (or other communication system as indicated by the instructor). 

Course Description 
HIST 1B surveys the transformation of civilizations since 1500.  It introduces students to the world's regions and civilizations as interconnected entities.  In this class, we will look at the history of the world through peoples’ interactions with nature and each other. Our theme will be “human-focused historical ecology” as Dr. Fernandez-Armesto, the author of our textbook, puts it.  He has given us a way to investigate concepts like “sustenance, shelter, disease, energy” through stories of human interactions with cultural themes and social frameworks dealing with migration, trade, war, imperialism, and diplomacy – to name a few. 
This course will be focused more on learning how to analyze history than memorize it.  There will be little emphasis placed on memorizing names and dates.  However, you will be expected to recognize key events and issues that helped form our modern world and relate them to current political, social, and economic problems and issues.  We will use various sources such as primary documents, films, and online sources where the perspectives used will include social, ethnic, economic, and political history.  You will do much of your analysis through written assignments where you will learn to demonstrate college level writing and critical thinking skills.

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

· LO1:  Recognize key events and issues that helped form our modern world and relate them to current political, social, and economic problems and issues.

· LO2:  Identify the similarities and differences that have linked or separated the many ethnic, cultural, class-based, regional, national, and global identities. 
· LO3:  Analyze and discuss the impact of humans on the environment for good or bad since 1500. This will include understanding the role of agriculture and the exchange of plants and animals. 
· LO4:  Use critical thinking in written analysis of historical issues. 
Required Texts/Readings 

Textbooks
Available for purchase at the Spartan Bookstore and online.

The World: A History, Penguin Academic Edition, Volume 2

By Felipe Fernandez-Armesto   ISBN 00205759327

The Origins of the Modern World, 2nd Edition

By Robert B. Marks   ISBN 0742554198

Library Liaison
Nyle Monday
Phone: (408)808-2041 
Email: Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
Classroom Protocol

There is a vast amount of material to cover in this class.  It is critical that students attend all classes, and come prepared to participate in discussions by having read the assigned reading. You are expected to arrive to class on time.  I will give participation points for every class you attend, but you will not receive points if you are late. More points will be given for actual participation. 

If it beeps, buzzes, or rings, it does not belong in class. Electronic devices will remain off during the class, except lap tops used for note taking. To protect the privacy of everyone in the class, cell phones must never be visible at any point once you enter the classroom.  Recorders can be used only with instructor permission.

Do not bring food to class: the noise of rustling wrappers and munching, as well as the smell of food is very distracting. However, you may bring beverages. The only exception will be during films, you can eat snacks as long as it is not disruptive for other students.

Dropping and Adding
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.
Assignments and Grading Policy

Point breakdown will be as follows:

Participation

100 
20%

Exams


150 
30%

Essay

 
  50    
10%

Research Paper
100   
20%

Assignments

100    
20%

Total


500

Grading is based on the A – F scale: the point breakdown can be found at the end of the syllabus.  As you can see, attendance and participation is important in this class.  You will be given participation points just for showing up to class (3 points per class) and extra points if you participate in discussions.  

There will be three exams (including the final), each weighted the same.  There will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions. The final will not be comprehensive, but will only cover the material in the last section of the class. 

There will be two paper assignments.  The first will be a short 3-5 page essay on your history and your interaction with the environment and people.  Details will be given in class. The second is a research paper (5-7 pages).  You will choose from a list of topics about food and agriculture, and their global influences.  You will be expected to use primary and secondary sources.  Details will be given in class. The research paper must be submitted electronically by the due date to turnitin.com.  In addition, you must turn in a hard copy to the instructor on the due date. Turnitin.com instructions will be provided with the assignment. 

There will be 12 homework short answer assignments based on the weekly reading.  You will be graded on 10; therefore, you will have the option to drop your two lowest grades.  Details will be given in class. 

University Policies

Academic integrity

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University’s Academic Integrity policy, located at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm, requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability.

SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

Point breakdown

“A” range:  100-90%

“B” range:    89-80%

“C” range:    79-70%

“D” range: 
69-60%

“F” range:   
59% and below

History 1B, World History, Spring 2012, Course Schedule

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice. 
Table 1 Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	January 26
	Introduction to the course

	2


	January 31
February 2
	Reading: Chap. 1& 2 – Marks, Chap. 15 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #1 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: The Rise of the West, Expanding Worlds

	3


	February 7
February 9
	Reading: Chap. 3 – Marks, Chap. 16 – Fernandez-Armesto 
Assign. #2 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: New Empires 

	4


	February 14
February 16
	Reading: Chap. 17 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #3 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Ecological Revolution

	5


	February 21
February 23
	Reading: Chap. 18 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #4 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Religion and Science
Introductory paper Due

	6


	February 28
March 1
	Reading: Chap. 19 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #5 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Political and Social Change

	7


	March 6
March 8
	Exam
Reading: Chap. 20 – Fernandez-Armesto
Lecture and Discussion Topics: The Global Economy

	8


	March 13
March 15
	Reading: Chap. 21 & 22 – Fernandez-Armesto 
Assign. #6 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Expansion, Intersection, and Exchange

	9


	March 20
March 22
	Reading: Chap.4 – Marks, Chap. 23 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #7 Due
Lecture and Discussion Topics: The Industrial Revolution

	10


	March 27
March 29
	Spring Break!

	11


	April 3
April 5
	Reading: Chap. 5 – Marks, Chap. 24 & 25 – Fernandez-Armesto 
Assign. #8 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Work & Society, Shift of Power

	12


	April 10
April 12
	Reading: Chap. 26 – Fernandez-Armesto

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Political Developments
Exam

	13


	April 17
April 19
	Reading: Chap. 27 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #9 Due
Lecture and Discussion Topics: Western Science

	14


	April 24
April 26
	Reading: Chap. 6 – Marks, Chap. 28 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #10 Due
Lecture and Discussion Topics: Global Politics

	15


	May 1
May 3
	Reading: Chap. 29 – Fernandez-Armesto
Assign. #11 Due
Lecture Discussion and Topics: Civil Society

	16


	May 8
May 10

May 15
	Reading:  Chap. 30 – Fernandez-Armesto   Assign. #12 Due

Lecture and Discussion Topics: Embattled Biosphere, Globalization

Research paper due
Review for the final

	Final Exam


	Monday
May 21
	9:45 – 12:00 
DMH 167 
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