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                           Philosophy 111:  Medical Ethics 
FALL 2013                   Tues/Thurs 10:30-11:45 a.m.               J Giddings
      This course is an interdisciplinary study of selected ethical problems in health care. We will begin the course with a short survey of the origins of medical ethics such as the Babylonian Codes, Islamic Codes, Jewish Codes, as we will read Steven Miles, The Hippocratic Oath and the Ethics of Medicine.

     We then study moral theories that help guide our decision making when considering cases. We will use Vincent Barry’s new text (2012) Bioethics in a Cultural Context, which offers the opportunity to study bioethics across cultures.
     Examples of cross cultural cases, “A Slow Dying in Nigeria,” “Spain Extends Rights to Apes,” as well as, “The Steven Jobs Liver Transplant,” “Abortion in Kenya.”  And, Mexico and “The Creation of the Fetal Citizen,” “Jacob v. Shultz-Jacob: Three Adults with Parental Rights.”

      Other issues we will consider are euthanasia, abortion, fetal rights, medical resources, moral issues in cancer research and patient care, issues with HIV/AIDS research; gender, race, religious, and immigrant issues in the health care industry. Since we live in a global context, this course is a blend of medical and bioethical issues. 
