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Course Introduction

Political Science 001, Introduction to American Government examines both the pursuit and exercise of political authority in the United States.  The course examines several themes that affect how our democratic system works.  First, we shall examine the philosophical foundations that frame American democracy.  This unit includes an examination of the U.S. Constitution and the federal system in the United States.  The course then examines how people politically organize and how they participate in American democracy.  In so doing, we shall explore how people learn core American values, how they organize and use political parties and how the electoral process works.   The course also examines how the three branches of government exercise their constitutional duties.  Finally, the course examines selected public policies, with an emphasis on civil liberties and civil rights to see how government policy affects different groups of people in the United States.

Books

Please purchase the following: Schmidt, Shelley and Bardes, American Government and Politics Today, 2010-2011 Ed. (Brief Edition)

Grading 

There are two exams; one midterm worth 100 points and one final worth 100 points.  You must also write a research paper approximately 7-8 pages.  The research paper is worth 40 points and shall be due on Tuesday, November 22nd for full comments and a grade or Thursday, May 1st for a grade only.  If the paper is turned in late, it shall receive an eight point penalty.  Please refer to the research paper guidelines for more detailed information and requirements .  Please note that the absolute last moment to turn in any work for any credit is the end of the last regularly scheduled day of this class on Thursday, December 8th. 
Attendance, Tardiness and Make up policy


Attendance will be recorded each day but you get five class days of vacation.  If you do not miss a class all semester, you will earn 10 extra points.  For each day of class you miss, you lose 2 points.  At five missed classes you have used up your 10 free points.  After that, you will lose 2 points per each day missed after 5 missed classes.  This policy is not only a good way to encourage you to attend this class, as if you need any encouragement, but just being in class regularly will help you better learn the material more effectively.  If you are going to be tardy, try to let me know before class starts.  An occasional tardiness sometimes cannot be helped but it won't help your cause if you regularly come to class late.  If you do come into class late, be sure to enter the class quietly and sit as close to the room door as possible.  If you miss a regularly scheduled examination, you can arrange to take a makeup examination at a time suitable to both of us.  

Academic Integrity

Any student caught cheating on any assignment will automatically fail the course and will have an academic dishonesty report submitted to the office of Judicial Affairs.  Please refer to the university policy on academic dishonesty.  I hate to bring this point up but the sad reality is that some students engage in various types of dishonest behavior and while many may not be caught, please be advised that if I catch any student violating university policy on academic dishonesty, you will fail the course and be sanctioned by the Office of Judicial Affairs.  Per SJSU mandate, I am required to restate the policy on this syllabus and it reads as follows:

Academic integrity is essential to the mission of San José State University.  As such, students are expected to perform their own work (except when collaboration is expressly permitted by the course instructor) without the use of any outside resources.  Students are not permitted to use old tests, quizzes when preparing for exams, nor may they consult with students who have already taken the exam. When practiced, academic integrity ensures that all students are fairly graded. Violations to the Academic Integrity Policy undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated.  It also demonstrates a lack of respect for oneself, fellow students and the course instructor and can ruin the university’s reputation and the value of the degrees it offers.

We all share the obligation to maintain an environment which practices academic integrity.  Violators of the Academic Integrity Policy will be subject to failing this course and being reported to the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development for disciplinary action which could result in suspension or expulsion from San José State University.

If you wish, you may view the complete policy on Academic Integrity by typing in the following URL:  
http://sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf
Computer use policy

If I catch any student using a computer for amusement will earn a permanent membership to my shit list.  If quantified, membership to my shit list gives you the privilege of losing at least 10 points from the total semester points you earned.  Browsing, im’ing, emailing or any type of computer use for self amusement is rude to those sitting around and beside you.  Serious students complain that those around them who use their computer for self amusement break their concentration.  I’m really sorry to take such drastic and unpleasant action but the amount of rude computer users in class has really become a problem.  WTF is up with that?
Misc. Grahdoo

All written work must be legible.  If I cannot read an exam, you will have to read it to me in my office as part of an oral exam.  This is not as easy as it may seem so please write legibly.  Tardiness tends to be a distraction to the entire class and while an occasional tardiness cannot always be helped, excessive tardiness (more than a couple of times) will be duly noted.  Finally, please turn off your electronic communication devices as they also pose a distraction to the class.  For those who work with the Disability Resource Center, I will respect the accommodations the Center the three of us agree upon.

Readings

Unit One – Philosophical and Constitutional Dimensions of American Democracy

Chs. 1, 2, 3

Unit Two – Political Culture and Socialization, Political Parties, Elections and the Political Process

Chs. 6, 7, 8
Unit Three – Powers and Functions of the National Government

Chs. 9, 10, 11, 12
Unit Four – Introduction to Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

Chs. 4 and 5
Final examination

10:30 section: Monday, December 12th, 9:45

1:30 section: Tuesday, December 13th, 12:15
