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CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THEORY 
Pols 160c – Fal l  2011 

Professor Lawrence Qui l l  
San Jose State Univers ity 

 
 
LECTURES HELD:       OFFICE HOURS: 
Tu/Th 12:00pm-1:15pm      Tu/Th 10:30-11:45 
Clark Hal l  303 

Clark Hal l ,  402E 
(408) 924 5563 
lawrence.qui l l@sjsu.edu 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course examines some of the prominent th inkers in the h istory of pol i t ica l  thought ,  
f rom Immanuel Kant to John Rawls .   
 
PREREQUISITES 
Students should be aware that th is  is  a reading and writ ing intens ive course .  Al l  students 
need some background in the cr i t ica l  reading of or ig ina l  texts .  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience 3 of fers 
an opportunity to develop the sk i l l s  required in reading or ig ina l  sources .  I t  i s  the 
suggested prerequis i te for other theory courses of fered in the department .  
 
REQUIRED TEXT 
 
Kant ,  Po l i t ica l  Wri t ings 
Nietzsche ,  Genealogy of  Mora l i ty  
Freud ,  C iv i l izat ion and I ts  Discontents 
Marcuse ,  Essay on L iberat ion 
Weber ,  Po l i t ics  as a Vocat ion ,  Bureaucracy (webs i te)  
L ibertar ian ism, se lect ions f rom Michael Sandel ’s  Just ice (webs i te)  
Rawls ,  Theory of  Just ice (webs i te)  
(Avai lab le from the Spartan Bookstore) 
 
WEBSITE 
http : / /web.me.com/lrq/contemporary  
 
(case sens it ive !)  log in :  spartans password: spartans 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
The B .A. in Pol i t ica l  Sc ience requires majors to take a min imum of one upper d iv is ion 
course in pol i t ica l  thought .   This course fu l f i l l s  that requirement ,  as wel l  as count ing 
towards the normal tota l  of upper d iv is ion courses . 
 
This course is  des igned for pol i t ica l  sc ience students .   However ,  students from many 
other majors have proven that they can do as wel l  in th is  course as the Pol i t ica l  Sc ience 
majors .   Al l  students ,  however ,  need some background in the cr i t ica l  reading of or ig ina l  
texts .   Pol i t ica l  Sc ience 3 is  the suggested prerequis i te ,  but phi losophy, l i terature ,  and 
h istory courses frequent ly can provide suf f ic ient pract ice in reading or ig ina l  sources .   	
  

Students are required to 
check the website each 
week for specific reading 
assignments and additional 
handouts. 
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REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Essays (50%) Midterm (20%) 
F ina l  (20%) Part ic ipat ion (10%) 
 
 
Oral part ic ipat ion wi l l  not be d irect ly graded. Students who regular ly attend and do not 
part ic ipate wi l l  be treated neutra l ly  when i t  comes to the ora l  part ic ipat ion bonus .  
Students who regular ly and construct ive ly part ic ipate in c lass wi l l  receive a bonus to their  
f ina l  course GPA of up to .33 (1/3 of a grade.)  This is  often cruc ia l ,  for example ,  in 
moving from a B+ to an A- ,  or an A- to an A in the course .  Students who exhib it  poor 
col leg ia l i ty may have a deduct ion to their  grade of up to one fu l l  letter grade or more, in 
extreme cases and after warnings from the Professor .

Students are required to check the website every week 
for instructions regarding essays and exams. Missed or 
late assignments receive an automatic F. 
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CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday  Thursday 
   8/25 Introduct ion 
8/30 Kant  9/1 Kant 
9/6 Kant  9/8 Kant 
9/13 Nietzsche  9/15 Nietzsche 
9/20 Nietzsche  9/22 Nietzsche 
9/27 Weber  9/29 Weber 
10/4 Weber  10/6 Weber 
10/11 Freud  10/13 Freud 
10/18 Freud  10/20 Freud 
10/25 Revis ion  10/27 Midterm 
11/1 Marcuse  11/3 Marcuse 
11/8 Marcuse  11/10 Marcuse 
11/15 Libertar ianism  11/17 Libertar ianism 
11/22 Libertar ianism  11/24 Libertar ianism 
11/29 Rawls  12/1 Rawls 
12/6 Rawls  12/8 Rawls 
   12/15 Final Exam. 9 :45-

12:00. 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT 
Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrol lment at San José 
State Univers ity ,  and the Univers ity ’s Academic Integrity Pol icy requires you to be 
honest in al l  your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report 
al l  infract ions to the Off ice of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The 
pol icy on academic integrity can be found with the Off ice of Student Conduct and 
Ethical Development at http://sa .s jsu.edu/student_conduct 
 
CAMPUS POLICY IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
I f  you need course adaptat ions or accommodations because of a disabi l i ty ,  or i f  
you need special arrangements in case the bui lding must be evacuated, please 
make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during off ice hours. 
Presidentia l  Direct ive 97-03 requires that students with disabi l i t ies request ing 
accommodations must register with DRC to establ ish a record of their disabi l i ty .  
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  STUDENT RIGHTS & RESPONSIBIL ITIES 
See http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm about Academic Senate Pol icy S90-5 
 
PLAGIARISM 
See http://sa .s jsu.edu/student_conduct (Off ice of Student Conduct & Ethical Dev) 
 
DEPARTMENTAL WRITING POLICY 
Students of pol it ical sc ience should develop the abi l i ty to write in clear ,  
grammatical Engl ish. Spel l ing and grammar count! Students must take care that 
appropriate citat ions are used.  Direct quotat ions must be so indicated with 
quotat ion marks and a speci f ic reference to the page in the source from which it 
was taken. Fai lure to cite your sources const itutes academic misconduct which 
carr ies with it ser ious sanct ions.  A tutoria l  on citat ions is avai lable at the l ibrary 
website at http://www.sj l ibrary.org/services/ l i teracy/ info_comp/cit ing.htm.  
 
For ass istance, please vis it the SJSU Writ ing Center staf fed by professional 
instructors and upper-divis ion or graduate-level writ ing special ists .  Writ ing 
special ists have met a r igorous GPA requirement, and they are wel l  tra ined to 
ass ist a l l  students at al l  levels within al l  discipl ines to become better writers .  I t  is 
your responsibi l i ty to arrange a t ime to meet with the instructors .  Consult with 
your professor in advance to determine whether you need ass istance with your 
writ ing. 
 
Arguably the best way to improve your own writ ing is to read qual i ty materia l  on 
a regular basis .  To that end, students are encouraged to read art ic les from 
scholar ly sources but also newspapers such as The Wal l  Street Journal ,  The 
Financial T imes ,  The New York Times ,  and The Economist .  These publ icat ions also 
contain art ic les of direct relevance to their pol it ical sc ience classes.  
 
QUESTIONS? 
Final ly ,  i f  you get stuck, feel overwhelmed, or just want to clar i fy something from 
the reading or lectures, please ask. I  am here to help. 


