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COLLEGE AWARD NEWS
Mr. Leslie C. Francis is the first recipient of the Outstanding Alumnus Award of the College of Social Sciences.  This award is in recognition of outstanding professional attainment, civic engagement, and exceptional contribution to the welfare of the College of Social Sciences and San José State University. Mr. Francis has brought honor to this College and San Jose State University.   His work has taken him to a level that makes the College of Social Sciences proud to call him the Outstanding Alumnus for 2006.  He will be honored at the College of Social Sciences Award Reception on April 21, 2006 at 3:00 p.m., in Washington Square Hall, Room 109.   For more information contact Lyoung@email.sjsu.edu.  

Leslie C. Francis is a native of San José and a graduate of San José State University.  He received his BA in Social Science (1965) and Secondary Teaching Credential (1966). 

Les Francis currently is with Goddard Claussen Strategic Advocacy, one of America’s most successful public affairs and issue advocacy firms, where he serves as Executive Vice President in the company’s Washington, D.C. office.  Previously, Les served as Vice President for Communications & Public Affairs, for Educational Testing Service, the world’s largest private educational research and assessment organization.  Prior to joining ETS, he was Vice President of Winner & Associates and a partner in Winner/Wagner & Mandabach Campaigns.

He has lived and worked in Washington, D.C., since January 1975, when he joined the staff of Congressman Norman Y. Mineta of San José, as chief of staff and principal political adviser. He served as deputy chief of staff in President Jimmy Carter’s White House.   His White House responsibilities included devising legislative strategies for presidential policy initiatives and coordinating the various Cabinet departments' congressional relations operations.

Francis has served as a staff member, manager, or senior adviser in campaigns for almost every office from city council to president. 

He also served as executive director of the Democratic National Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.   

Les Francis was born into a Republican home and had the late Democratic community leader and state legislator Al Alquist as a neighbor.  He remembers spending many good humored, political arguments discussing the issues of the times.  When Les was old enough to vote, he registered as a Democrat.  As Les told the story recently, his father wasn’t sure if it had been Al Alquist who had led him astray or perhaps, as his dad suspected, “it was the ‘pinko’ professors at San José State” who had done so!  His parents never changed parties but did vote for Al Alquist, John Vasconcellos and for Norm Mineta.  Les said they even voted for President Jimmy Carter’s re-election in 1980, not so much out of a sense of philosophical alignment, but rather out of fear that a Carter defeat might result in Les moving back home!

Les Francis began his career in 1967, when he became the youngest person ever to join the ranks of the professional staff of the California Teachers Association.  During his time there, he also played an instrumental role in the national campaign to amend the U.S. Constitution to permit 18-year olds the right to vote, an effort that was spearheaded and funded by the National Education Association.

In 1981, Francis launched his own business, The FMR Group, which was a pioneer in the grassroots-lobbying field.   He and his firm won national recognition from the Public Relations Society of America and the American Association of Political Consultants.  

Francis is a board member of several nonprofit organizations, including the Council for Excellence in Government, the Civic Mission of Schools Campaign, and the Committee for the Study of the American Electorate. He also serves as a volunteer consultant to the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs and has advised democratic movements and parties in Northern Ireland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Bolivia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Bosnia.

Francis has authored and co-authored articles for such newspapers as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Sacramento Bee, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and the San Jose Mercury-News, among others. He spent eleven years as an adjunct instructor of Political Communications at the George Washington University, and has been a guest lecturer at several other universities.

He and his wife, Shari, live in Washington, D.C.; Francis has three grown children and seven grandchildren.  

