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Kavita N. Ramdas is a Visiting Fellow at Stanford 

University's Center on Democracy, Development and Rule of 
Law (CDDRL) and Visiting Scholar at the Center for 
Philanthropy and Civil Society (PACS). From 1996 to 
September 2010 she served as President and CEO of the Global 
Fund for Women, providing leadership and direction for the 
largest grantmaking foundation in the world focused 
exclusively on supporting international women’s human rights.  
 
Ramdas extends her expertise in women’s human rights, social 
justice philanthropy, and international development to a 
diverse array of professional affiliations. For example she 

serves as a member of Princeton University's Board of Trustees and the Board of Trustees of Mount 
Holyoke College and is a member of the Advisory Panel to the Global Development Program of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation.  
 
Ramdas received her academic training at Hindu College, Delhi University, Mount Holyoke College (B.A. 
1985) and Princeton University where she earned a Master’s degree in Public Affairs from the department 
of International Development Studies of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs 
(1988). Ramdas is fluent in Hindi/Urdu, English and German and can converse in Tamil, Spanish and 
French. 
 
For more on why YOU should listen to her, visit: 
ted.com/speakers/kavita_ramdas.html 

Professors: This lecture will help broaden your 
students’ perspectives of the difference a committed, 
passionate person can make in the lives of those 
struggling with poverty, gender and cultural hindrances.  
 
Consider offering students extra credit or special credit 
for their attendance. 


