Faculty Research Fellows Program
Program description. The Faculty Research Fellows Program (FRFP), created in 1994/95, links the policy research resources of the entire California State University system to the policy research needs of California policymakers.  The FRFP annually distributes $81,000 in research funds to CSU faculty.  All FRFP reports originate with a specific request from the California State Assembly, Senate, or Governor’s Office and reflect direct research needs of state policy makers.  After receiving a request, the program coordinator drafts a request for proposals (RFP) which is distributed throughout the 23 campuses.  The coordinator, with assistance from experts and the requesting office, as appropriate, reviews the submitted proposals and chooses one for funding.  Funding usually ranges from $7,500 to $15,000 for a project that is expected to be completed within four-to-six months.  The grant is administered through the Center for California Studies at Sacramento State University.  The Center reviews all final reports to make sure they meet the RFP requirements and are written in language suitable for policy audiences.  FRFP reports are never edited for content or conclusions.  The Center publishes the completed reports and makes them available to the general public and interested policymakers, in print and on the Center’s website.  
Program benefits. The program’s value lies in its responsiveness to the agendas and the timelines of policy audiences.  In its ten years of operation, the program has demonstrated that CSU faculty have expertise in a broad array of policy areas and can produce relevant and timely work to assist policymakers.  FRFP has distributed over $700,000 to fund 60 separate projects completed by over 70 CSU faculty, in a wide range of disciplines, from 13 CSU campuses.  Faculty have reported that participation in the program has enhanced their teaching and been useful to their professional development and advancement in their university.  Policy clients have reported satisfaction with the quality and the responsiveness of the research.  The program has enhanced the CSU’s reputation as a collaborative partner in efforts to address California’s high priority policy issues.  

Moving forward. We want to build on the ten-year track record of success by strengthening the ties between CSU policy researchers and the state policy community.  This involves widening awareness of, and participation in, the program by CSU faculty, as well as more proactive efforts by the Center for California Studies to inform the policy community of the relevant research in which CSU faculty are routinely engaged.  The common goal of both efforts is to provide more opportunities for CSU faculty to share their expertise with state-level policymakers.
More information about the program, including a complete listing of reports, can be found at http://www.csus.edu/calst/Government_Affairs/faculty_fellows_program.html.

