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Written Assignment #1

( Due at the start of class, __/__/__ )

Please write in no more than 2 pages (not including the Title Page):

1)
Problem/Issue: Introduce the problem and a brief background to this issue.  At the end of this part, give your research statement which clearly identifies the specifics of the problem/issue you are planning to address in your investigation.  Literally have a sentence that starts, “This research examines…”;

2)
Relevance to Social Work: Explain the context of your study and why it is relevant to social work.  Specifically, why is this topic worth studying, especially in the context of the transcultural perspective? How can the study help our understanding of the issue?  How would the study contribute to the field of social work and the professional knowledge base? Is there a dearth of research in this area? Please begin to use citations from the literature in this section where appropriate; and

3) Research Question and/or Hypothesis:  State your specific research question(s) and/or hypothesis(es), depending on the qualitative or quantitative nature of your study.

4)
Title Page: Give your project a working title and put this on your Title Page.

Paper Components and Format:

Please submit all assignments in APA format.  Regard Written Assignment #1 as the first draft of your introduction and imagine how it fits into a complete research proposal.  Items asterisked and in bold italics are part of Written Assignment #1:

*
Title Page



[Please submit this page with an appropriate working title]

Abstract

*
 Introduction



[Written Assignment #1: First Draft of Introduction]


Literature Review


Methods


Anticipated Findings and Implications

*
References



[List references, if any, BUT NOT REQUIRED FOR ASSIGNMENT #1]


Appendices

Grading: 10% of your final grade and initial assessment of writing
This assignment is REQUIRED.  The spirit of the assignment is to guide you towards a complete research proposal with opportunities to receive feedback and to develop your ideas.  Please see the attached grading rubric for Written Assignment #1.  This assignment also serves as the preliminary evaluation of your writing, but the official determination of writing competency is Written Assignment #3.
Student Name: ______________________________________
ScWk 240 Section #: _______
Date of Evaluation: _____ / _____ / _____

Score: _____ / 10 points



Initial Assessment Grade:
Pass
No Pass

Writing Assignment #1

Initial Writing Assessment Rubric and Score Sheet

· Pass/No Pass Criteria*:

8 or above
= Pass

Below 8
= No Pass

	1.
	Paper

Components

(Total 5 pts)
	Excellent to

Very Good

(5 to 4)
	Average or

Marginal

(3)
	Poor to

Very Poor

(2 to 1)
	Score

(5 to 1)

	
	Introduction to the Problem and Research  Statement
	Paper contains a developed introduction to a problem and has a clear research statement.
	Paper attempts to introduce a problem and identify a research statement, but is somewhat vague, or identifies too many or mixed foci and ideas.
	Paper does not have a developed introduction and does not have a clear research statement.
	

	
	Context of the Study and Relevance to Social Work
	Paper contains a clear description of the context of the proposed study and a well developed argument as to the study’s relevance to social work, especially in the context of the transcultural perspective.

	Paper contains a vague description of the context of the proposed study and argument as to the study’s relevance to social work is present but somewhat general. 
	Paper lacks a description of the context of the proposed study and does not have a developed argument as to the study’s relevance to social work.
	

	
	Research Question(s) and/or Hypothesis(es)
	Paper contains clearly and correctly worded research question(s) and/or hypothesis(es) consistent with the proposal’s focus.
	Paper contains somewhat clearly and correctly worded research question(s) and/or hypothesis(es) fairly consistent with the proposal’s focus.
	Paper contains poorly worded research question(s) and/or hypothesis(es) inconsistent with  the proposal’s focus, or lacks a research question or hypothesis.
	

	
	Citations and Use of APA Style
	Paper uses APA style consistently throughout.

References not required, but if included, are all appropriately referenced and cited.
	Minor errors in APA style.

If referenced, minor errors in referencing and citation conventions.

 
	Multiple errors in APA style.

If referenced, multiple errors in referencing and citation, and paper contains one or more unattributed citation(s).

 
	


	2.
	Writing
Components

(Total 5 pts)
	Excellent to

Very Good

(5 to 4)
	Average or

Marginal

(3)
	Poor to

Very Poor

(2 to 1)
	Score

(5 to 1)

	
	Overall Quality of Writing Including:

· Paragraph Structure and Continuity
· Transitions From Idea to Idea 
· Sentence Structure and Clarity
· Vocabulary/Appropriate Use of Words
· Assignment Directions


	All or almost all paragraphs are written with a clear topic sentence, are well developed, and contain supportive information clearly related to the topic in context.

Transitions from one idea to the next are clearly logical and presented in an orderly fashion.

All sentences or all but one sentence are complete and written in clear, logical, and concise fashion.

Paper contains appropriate and sophisticated choice and use of words throughout paper.

Paper follows all general directions.
	Most paragraphs contain a clear topic sentence, are developed, and contain some supportive information within the topic in context.

Transitions from one idea to the next are somewhat logical and orderly.

Almost all sentences are complete, with 2 to 3 vague or run-ons.

Paper contains generally appropriate and proper use of words, but a few errors in usage or vocabulary simplistic.

Paper follows almost all general directions.
	Many paragraphs are written without clear topic sentences, are poorly developed, and lack supportive information related to the topic in context.

Transitions from one idea to the next are awkward, illogical, or mixed, i.e. often jumping back and forth or scattered throughout paper.

Many sentences are incomplete, unclear, or poorly written.
Paper contains inappropriate or   inaccurate use of words, and vocabulary underdeveloped.

Paper does not follow general directions.
	

	
	Punctuation, Grammar, and Spelling

	Paper is written with proper grammar, i.e. mistakes in verb tense, subject predicate agreement, and use of pronouns fewer than 2 throughout paper.

Paper has fewer than 2 spelling mistakes.

Paper has fewer than 2 punctuation mistakes.
	Paper is written mostly with proper grammar, i.e. mistakes in verb tense, subject predicate agreement, and use of pronouns between 2 and 4 throughout paper.

Paper has between 2 and 4 spelling mistakes.

Paper has between 2 and 4 punctuation mistakes.
	Paper is written with poor grammar, i.e. multiple mistakes in verb tense, subject predicate agreement, and use of pronouns more than 4 throughout paper.

Paper has more than 4 spelling mistakes.

Paper has more than 4 punctuation mistakes.
	

	
	Grand Total:


	 
	
	
	      / 10

	
	Grade (please circle one):      Pass          No Pass


	


*	This is only an example of pass/no pass criteria for your initial writing assignment.  The official determination of writing competency is in Written Assignment #3









