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The Child Welfare Partnership for Research and Training (CW-PART) is a collaboration of faculty, child welfare professionals, and MSW graduate students from San Jose State University’s School of Social Work, and Santa Clara and Santa Cruz County public child welfare systems.  This project is supported by grants from the California Social Work Education Center (CalSWEC) and features an innovative model for research and training in child welfare. CW-PART mobilizes faculty-led student research teams to evaluate priority topics within the agency and disseminate research findings. These partnered research teams provide real-time evaluation of priority topics for public child welfare systems, and practice-based research and evaluation training for MSW graduate students planning a career in public child welfare.
 
CW-PART is an integrative model of knowledge creation, transfer and utilization that incorporates the unique local context in which child welfare practices are implemented and situates the university-agency partnership as the key mechanism through which evaluation and knowledge transfer can occur.  This model is founded on the idea that evaluation topics that are defined by the agency and findings that are specific to the local context can be readily applied to the range of practice and policy decisions within the real-world environment of child welfare agencies.
 
CW-PART research topics are defined in collaboration with agency partners in the Spring semester of each year and student research teams are formed in the summer and early fall. Students participating in the research teams satisfy course requirements for their 2-semester MSW capstone research project and faculty supervising the students and research teams are also instructors for the course. In this way, the existing university curriculum structure is used as a vehicle for conducting original research on agency-defined priority areas, while also helping to create a sustainable partnership structure between the university and the child welfare agencies.
 
A series of training activities are woven into the partnered research team model, including widespread and targeted dissemination of research findings; discussion forums to child welfare professionals and related stakeholders to identify strategies for implementation; and applied training in conducting research studies through participation on the research teams.  A pilot of the CW-PART model (funded through CalSWEC’s Field Instruction Initiative) was implemented in Santa Clara County during the 2011-2012 academic year.
 
The project topics, team members, and links to the Research Briefs from 2011-2012 include:
 
Dependency Advocacy Center Mentor Parent Project. Faculty lead: Laurie Drabble. MSW graduate student team: Armando Chavez, Lisa Haun, Vanessa Kimball, Eva Ortiz, Wil Quintero, and Elise Rockey
 
Advancing Trauma-Informed Systems Change in a Dependency Drug Treatment Court Context. Faculty lead: Laurie Drabble. MSW graduate student research team: Shelby Jones, Soveary Chea, Ashley Thomas, and Grace Ivey
 
Differential Response: Service Use and Outcomes among Families using Voluntary Services. Faculty lead: Kathy Lemon. MSW graduate student research team: William Bhader, Lisvet Carrillo-Herrera, Nancy Castro, and Mary Mbugua
 
Understanding the Role of Fathers in Child Welfare Reunification: A Secondary Data Analysis. Faculty lead: Amy D’Andrade. MSW graduate student research team: Ernesto Bejarano, Lorena Camarena, and Martha Holland.
 
During academic year 2012-2013, continuing and new topics and teams include:
 
Differential Response: Successful outcomes and parent perspectives (continuing project).
Faculty lead: Kathy Lemon. MSW graduate student research team: Blanca Domniguez-Garcia, Elena Marquez, and Rosa Rodriguez
 
The disproportionate involvement of Latino families in Santa Clara County’s child welfare system: Exploring child and family characteristics (new project).  Faculty lead: Kathy Lemon. MSW graduate student team: Erika Gutierrez, Maria Perezalonso, Brenda Torres, Mayra Nova and Elizabeth Gonzalez
The Effect of permanency pactices on permanent connections and youth well-being in Santa Cruz County (new project). Faculty lead: Kathy Lemon. MSW graduate student: Samantha Esver
Dependency Advocacy Center Mentor Parent and Family Wellness Court Evaluation (continuing project). Faculty lead: Laurie Drabble. MSW graduate student research team: Linda (Camayo) Sandoval, Clarence Jones, Kitina Martin, and Bertha Reyna
 Trauma-informed systems assessment (continuing project). Faculty lead:  Laurie Drabble. MSW graduate student research team: Lilybeth Solorio, Yesenia Salinas, Aurora Graham, Nick Bassano, Mathew Haynes, Benita Krasnopolor.
Substance abuse and reunification: The role of treatment and substance type (new project). Faculty lead: Amy D’Andrade.   MSW graduate student team: Nereida Palafox, Katie Litchfield, and Susan McMann.
Family needs assessment: Implementation and effects (new project). Faculty lead: Amy D’Andrade.   MSW graduate student team: Makenzie Gallegjo, Xochitl Munoz, and Ivette Rodriguez.

Service co-location in child welfare reunification (new project). Faculty lead: Amy D’Andrade.   MSW graduate student team: Jennifer Seamans and Michael Vasquez.

Ethnic sensitive services in child welfare reunification (new project). Faculty lead: Amy D’Andrade. MSW graduate student team: Chelsea Nichols and Miriam Trigueros

