SWGSA Minutes

Monday, February 12, 2006

Present:  Cheryl Aquinde, Erika Martinez, Kristine Chavez, Linnette Peralta Haynes, Manju, Laura Vroman, Kristin Olafson, Peter Lee

Check-in question:  What color are you feeling today?

USWA Collaboration Update

· Linnette Peralta Haynes has been facilitating collaboration between SWGSA & USWA and our collaboration is working very well.

Cohort Reps

· Kristine, Cohort 2—1st year:  Cohort interested in Lobby Days.  Cohort 2 has issues on getting a hotel considering the expenses of the trip. A 5-page write-up will be assigned to those attending Lobby Days—those who do not attend Lobby Days will have to interview a legislator and will be required to write a paper.

Bridging the Gap

· Event well done; it was a success as compared to previous years

· Kristin will make recommendations for next year’s Co-coordinator

· Recommendations include:  give slots for agencies to participate, give “Thank-you” letter to agencies that have attended & ask for a commitment for the next Bridging-the-Gap.  Provide statistics on thank you letter.  Ask for input and feedback.  Also have “Save-the –date” on letter to inform agencies when to expect the next event.  Have agencies provide a portfolio of resources—such as, what does the agenda do?  This will be a good way to know the services of the agency and what population they serve.

Faculty Meetings

· Wendy Sue Peng has been attending the faculty meetings and representing SWGSA.


Social Work Month

· March is Social Work month

· Next NASW meeting will be on Friday:  topic and specific date will come out on the ListServ

· Ideas on student organization driving own lobby days—great student leadership action—Mention bills at Lobby Days

Graduation (Chair: Erika Martinez, & Linnette Peralta Haynes)

· Everything going fine

· Selling more tickets if students need more

· SWGSA & USWA collectively make decisions on graduation

· Need to come up with a guest speaker; have class members come up with guest speakers and return to the SWGSA box next week

· Payment plan:  pay a certain amount each month; if you have financial issues please contact SWGSA

· By this Friday, checks will be cashed

· Ideas for audio/visual sound:  mini slide show on informational to fun facts about Social Work; encouraging statements—OR another idea is to have each graduate submit a 1 page paper of pictures by a certain date so that it will be shown 

· Decoration/banners

· Ticket printing, vendors—when are tickets being available?

· Get in contact with Michael Peck & Laurie Drabble

Lobby Days (Co-coordinators:  Kristin Olafson & Kristine Chavez)

· Scholarship available through NASW—scholarship will take care of expenses such as room and board.  Application required.

