Date

Your Name

Street and number

City State Zip Code

Tel.  Number
Dear Supervisor _________________

I am writing to ask that you restore the funding for outpatient mental health services to the Mental Health Department budget. 
Mental health outpatient services serve as a vital resource to our community. The future costs of responding to persons suffering from progressively worsening mental illness will increase 10 to 20 fold as crisis teams, paramedic and fire fighting units are called to respond; not to mention the astounding human toll on families. Similar cuts that took place over the past 5 years have already significantly increased the number of death incidents, and the number mental health clients in the jails. 

When long term supportive services are provided, clients are often empowered to progress to a point of recovery where they are able to become viable and contributing members of the community.  It is a win, win situation.  44 million dollars in budget cuts will doom any chance of recovery for a large percentage of our most vulnerable citizens.

 

Please, do not cut mental health outpatient services--services that Santa Clara County invested in developing and improving over the past several years. Please keep the Mental Health Services Act (proposition 63) promise to the voters!
Sincerely,

