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San José State University 

School of Journalism & Mass Communications  
MComm 180 ITL – JMC International 

Experience 

Spring 2020 

Course and Contact Information 
 

Instructor: Diane Guerrazzi 
 

Office Location: FLP/on campus: DBH 218 
 

Te le phone : 
 

FLP cell: (408) 710-3453/ on campus: (408) 924-3272 
 

Email: diane.guerrazzi@sjsu.edu  (email is the best way to 
reach me) 
 
 

   Office Hours:            Spring 2020: M 3-5p.m. 

 
Class Days/Time : 

 
Per schedule.  The locations of the pre-departure meetings will be in 
209i.  
 
 
 

     Prerequisite:             SJSU upper division undergraduate or graduate student, or by instructor's    
              permission. 

Course Description  
Through international study students will examine globalization models to gain a global perspective on 
geopolitical and economic issues, media and integrated strategic communications, explore the concepts of 
global citizenship and global corporate citizenship, and learn how to analyze cultural differences. 
 
Journalism field work in Italy and Greece.  Students will have a rare opportunity to tell immigrants’ personal 
stories of struggle and fortitude.  The crashing waves of refugees washing ashore on the coasts of Greece and 
Italy are changing the face of Europe.  How is their presence affecting the economies and social structures of 
these two countries?  You will speak directly to political refugees, economic migrants, local residents, aid 
workers, business people, scholars and government officials.  
 
In addition to visiting international iconic destinations such as Athens' Acropolis and Sicily’s ancient ruins, 
you will experience what life is like in places tourists rarely get to see. You will spend quality time on the 
beautiful Greek island of Lesvos, unspoiled by tourism, and now a first stop for many refugees who risk their 
lives crossing the waters to safety.  
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This course is especially important for students of journalism. Students will work in small teams to produce 
multimedia news reports, published on widespread social media platforms. This is a six-unit class, and 
students will earn a letter grade. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

 Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• CLO 1 Demonstrate knowledge of the diversity of groups in a global society in relationship to 
communications.  

• CLO 2 Demonstrate the ability to think critically, creatively and independently.  
• CLO 3 Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, 

audiences and purposes they serve.  
• CLO 4 Demonstrate the ability to use tools and technologies appropriate for the communications 

professions in which they work.  
• CLO 5 Demonstrate knowledge of social issues in the countries of study. 

 

Required Texts/Readings  
Lights in the Distance: Exile and Refuge at the Borders of Europe by Daniel Trilling 
Macmillan, September 18, 2018 
ISBN-13: 978-1-5098-1561-6  
Available on Amazon.com: https://www.amazon.com/Lights-Distance-Refuge-Borders-
Europe/dp/1786632799/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1533063523&sr=8-8 
 
The Road Before Me Weeps: A Refugee Route Through Europe 
Yale University Press, April 30, 2019. 
Available on Amazon.com: https://www.amazon.com/Road-Before-Me-Weeps-
Refugee/dp/0300241224/ref=sr_1_12?keywords=migration+europe&qid=1569012508&s=wireless&sr=8-12 
 

Other technology requirements/ equipment/material  
• Passport 
• Laptop 
• Smartphone or DSLR that has a microphone jack 
• Tripod that can hold your camera/cell phone  
• Lavalier microphone with 10-foot cord  
• Portable hard drive of 1 TB 
• SD card 64 GB (if using DSLR) 
• Earphones or earbuds 

 
Lightweight travel tripod that extends to 75 inches.  One option: https://www.amazon.com/Professional-75-
inch-Leveling-Panasonic-
Camcorders/dp/B01C4J7U3E/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=tripod+75+inch&qid=1569011311&s=wireless&sr=1-4-
catcorr 
 
 
Cell phone mount for tripod.  One option:  https://www.amazon.com/Vastar-Universal-Smartphone-
Horizontal-
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Adjustable/dp/B01L3B5PBI/ref=pd_bxgy_421_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B01L3B5PBI&pd_rd_r=SEK
BP3RJFTRZF8RYDPT4&pd_rd_w=ovtI2&pd_rd_wg=sduDR&psc=1&refRID=SEKBP3RJFTRZF8RYDPT
4 
 
Lavalier microphone that works with your camera.  One option for iPhones:   https://www.amazon.com/PoP-
voice-Microphone-Professional-Omnidirectional/dp/B075JHG28K 
 
Grading Information 
 
 

Assignment % of Total 
Grade 

Learning Outcome s 
Assessed 

Due Date 

Cultural report PPT 
presentation 

10 1,2,4,  March 8 

Book report #1  
("Lights in the Distance")  

10 1,2,5  April 24 

Book report #2 
("The Road Before Me 
Weeps") 

10 1,2,5  May 8 

Multimedia Exercise 
  

10 1,2,4,5  May 15 

Italy story or report 
Can be podcast, “And Now 
This,” video pkg, article 
with pictures, photo essay or 
other format contracted with 
professor.  
 

30 1,2,3,4,5  May 31 

Greece report 
Can be podcast, “And Now 
This,” video pkg, article 
with pictures, photo essay or 
other format contracted with 
professor.  
 
 

30 1,2,3,4,5  June 7 

Total  100 %   
 

 
Cultural Presentation: 
Pre-departure, you will individually present a PPT to show a specific cultural aspect.   You will choose one of 
the following: 

• Current governments & changing attitudes 
• Religious beliefs  
• Population size, distribution and makeup 
• Major historical milestones 
• Refugee human rights issues in Italy and Greece 
• Paths of arrival and departures for refugees in Italy and Greece 
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• Agencies working for refugee relief in Italy and Greece 
• Foods:  What and when people eat 
• Media:  Who, what, where… and how free are they? 
• Entertainment:  The big stars, the popular pastimes 
• The changing European Union 
• Focus on Catania 
• Focus on Athens 
• Focus on Lesvos 

 
The presentation style is five minutes with 20 slides, posted under “discussions” on Canvas and presented in 
class. 
 
Multimedia Exercise 
In the spring, you will practice at least one multimedia form you choose to use in Greece and Italy by 
completing a story on campus.  This will follow field exercises on composition, shooting from different 
perspectives and conducting interviews.   
 
Book reports: 
Write a 1000-word book report for each of the required books. The reports will be divided into 3 sections: 
Summary, Authors/ Sources and Critique. You must develop original analysis of the book and use direct quotes/ 
citations from the book. 
 
Multimedia stories: 
 
Individually, students will sign a contract with the professor detailing the types of reports they will produce 
abroad.  As stated above, can be a podcast, “And Now This,” video pkg, article with pictures, photo essay or 
other format contracted with professor.  
 

Our big project at the end of the summer will be a newscast-style special report.  The stories will be produced 
and finished while abroad, and the newscast will be taped on set after return.  These stories will be shot in 
teams.  Students without journalism skills can still participate to some degree.  However, those students will be 
required to also complete other assigned reports.   
 
NOTE that University policy F69-24 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf  states that “Students should 
attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but 
because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. 
Attendance per se shall not be used as a criterion for grading.” 
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•  
 

Cultural Reports Scoring Criteria  
 

Information is presented in a logical sequence. 2  

Presentation cites at least five sources, and NOT Wikipedia. 2 

Visual aids are relevant to our upcoming trip. 2 

Presenters look at the audience 80 percent of the time instead of reading off the 
slides. 
 

2 

Length of presentation is within the assigned time limits. 2 

Total points possible per report 10 

 

 

Grading Criteria for Multimedia Reports 
 
Accuracy & quality of sources 

 
Writing clear without excess words  
Shooting with tripod on all shots and editing with “wide, medium, tight, action, reaction”  
Industry-standard audio, both how it was recorded and edited 
The above factors weigh evenly.  Total weight of stories varies. 

 
 

Book Report Evaluation 
Summary of major themes, ideas and characters 2 
4 significant excerpts from the work, cited with page numbers 2 
Analysis of author’s qualifications 2 
Original critique of book – themes, author’s intent, writing style and 
organization 

2 

Structure of book report, mechanics, spelling, flow and format 2 
Total possible 10 points 

Determination of Grades 
 

A plus 
100 

B plus 
89 to 87 

C plus 
79 to 77 

D plus 
69 to 67 
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A  
100 to 94 

B  
86 to 84 

C  
76 to 74 

D  
66 to 64 

A minus 
93 to 90 

B minus 
83 to 80 

C minus 
73 to 70 

D minus 
63 to 60 

 

Classroom Protocol 
In this class the quality of the learning experience depends on each student’s preparation for and participation 
for discussions and activities. Active discussion, debate, and respectful disagreement are core components of 
a constructivist learning model. You are expected to attend all scheduled group activities, arrive promptly, 
have completed the required readings for the session before coming to class, and participate thoughtfully in all 
story idea development and editing sessions.  

 
 

If there are extenuating circumstances or illness that causes you to miss a group activity, a faculty 
member must be informed. You are a representative of your county, profession, and university- thus 
your behavior both in and out of class, should reflect maturity, making good choices. Non-
compliance with the classroom protocol will affect the participation grade. 

 

University Policies  
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 
integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 
Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/” 
 
 

MComm 180i / The Changing Face of Europe 
Summer 2020 Schedule & Itinerary 

 
Since most of the activities are field reporting, expect the schedule to change.   
Date & Activity Details 
Friday, February 7  
1- 4 p.m. 

Orientation to country.  
Presentation of student stories from previous year 
Cultural reports assigned. 
Book reports assigned and rubrics explained. 
Student multimedia skills surveyed. 
 

Friday, March 6 
1- 4 p.m. 

Groups determined. 
Cultural reports: Each student presents a 5-minute Power Point on 
previously assigned aspect of Greek, Italian and/or immigrant life.  
Video and photo instruction.   
Video and photo safari on campus 
 

Friday, April 24 
1- 4 p.m. 

Book report #1 due.  
Video interviews conducted. 
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Story topics discussed. 
Discussion of book #1. 

Friday, May 8 
1- 4 p.m. 

 
Video interview practice session #2 

  Book report #2 due. 
Discussion of book #2 
Contracts due 

Friday, May 15 
1- 4 p.m. 
 

 Pre-departure Italian BBQ. 
Last-minute preparations, headshots and bios. 
Multimedia exercises due 

Day 1 of student trip 
Fri. May 22 
Students and faculty meet in 
Catania  
 
 

Meet at hotel by 6 p.m. 
 
Welcome Dinner in Catania 
 

Day 2 
Sat. May 23 
Catania 
 

Orientation to Sicily: 
Mt. Etna and overview,  
 

 Day 3 
Sun. May 24 
 Catania 
 

Accoglie Rete in Siracusa: Presentation and interview with organizer. 
overview of refugee services. 
Tour ruins of Siracusa 
 

Day 4 
Mon. May 25 
Catania 

Professor lectures: Poli Sci and Political Communication,  Catania 
University 
 
Interview Catania students  
 
Centro Astalli interviews and tour 
 

Day 5 
Tues. May 26 
Catania 

Morning to work on stories 
 
Afternoon tour of Savoca, Castelmola & Taormina for those who have 
finished work. 

Day 6 
Wed. May 27 
Catania 

 
Valley of the Temples 
Visit to migrant shelter 
 

Day 7  
Thurs. May 28 
Catania 

Stories submitted by 10 a.m., approval with professor individually 
Free afternoon for those who are finished with their Italy stories. 

Day 8 
Friday May 29 
Catania to Athens 

Morning – depart for Athens 
 
Afternoon  
Flight to Athens. 
 
Welcome dinner in Athens. 
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Day 9 
Sat. May 30 
Athens 

Morning visit to Victoria Square to interview refugees. 
 
Afternoon: Project Elias presentation 

Day 10 
Sun. May 31 
Athens 
 

 
AM: Walking tour of Athens with George Kokkos 
 
PM: Acropolis Monument and Museum 

Day 11 
Mon. June 1 
Athens 

 
All day: Happy Caravan interviews and b-roll 
 

Day 12 
Tues. June 2 
Athens 

Writing and editing stories 
 
Spend night on ferry boat 

Day 13 
Wed. June 3 
Stay in Lesvos 

 
Arrive Lesvos 
 
7-8 pm Greek Dancing 
8 p.m. BBQ dinner 
 

Day 14 
Thurs. June 4 
Lesvos 

 
Moria refugee camp and Stand by Me refugee school 
 
Evening walk with Iannis to Thermi and dinner in Thermi 
 

Day 15 
Fri. June 5 
Lesvos 

    
Interviews at Mosiak cultural center for refugees.   
Interviews with Mytelini shopkeepers and attorney. 
 
Lunch in Mytellini 
 
Interview with UNHCR 
 

Day 16 
Sat. June 6 
Lesvos 

 
Molyvos visit with shopkeepers 
Graveyard of lifejackets 
  
 

Day 17 
Sun. June 7 
Lesvos 

 
Stories due—checked out with professor 
Farewell BBQ 
 

Day 18 
Monday June 8 

 
Depart Lesvos by plane to Athens. 
Fly home from Athens or continue travels independently. 


