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Please report any activity (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, implement changes) you completed prior to the fall 2007 semester that is not already posted on the Web (http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/datareports/assess_report/).  Please describe the content or results of the activity.

Are samples, results, rubrics, etc for this report archived in the location listed on the Cover page? 

____X_________ YES


_______________  NO

Please report assessment activities completed in the fall 2007 semester (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, or implement changes.  This table should match planned activities for fall 2007 in Table 2.

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

Note, the following is the overall conclusion from the discussions among assessing faculty that took place in the August 2007 retreat.  As noted, “Students are generally mastering the anthropology knowledge goals, but often what they learn remains compartmentalized and fragmentary. This indicates a need for better synthesis and integration. However, we speculate that students’ busy schedules limit their opportunities for synthesis. Accordingly, we must integrate those activities into class assignments and activities.  Action Item: Faculty will develop and integrate into upper division major courses (as appropriate) in-class activities and other assignments that specifically facilitate synthesis and integration of knowledge. Development and integration of the assignments and activities will be completed during AY 2007-2008 and discussed at the fall 2008 Assessment Retreat.”

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	1
	D (at retreat)
	See comment regarding curricular synthesis above



	2.
	I, D
	See comment regarding curricular synthesis above



	3.
	D (at retreat)
	See comment regarding curricular synthesis above

	4.
	I, D
	See comment regarding curricular synthesis above



	5.
	D (at retreat)
	See comment regarding curricular synthesis above

	6.
	D (at retreat)
	Students are generally mastering the anthropology knowledge goals, but often what they learn remains compartmentalized and fragmentary. This indicates a need for better synthesis and integration. However, we speculate that students’ busy schedules limit their opportunities for synthesis. Accordingly, we must integrate those activities into class assignments and activities.  Implementation planned: Faculty will develop and integrate into upper division major courses (as appropriate) in-class activities and other assignments that specifically facilitate synthesis and integration of knowledge. Development and integration of the assignments and activities will be completed during AY 2007-2008 and discussed at the fall 2008 Assessment Retreat.

	7.
	D (at retreat)
	SLO #7 is being achieved; i.e. across the curriculum, the relevance of anthropology to social issues is addressed. However, given the importance of this SLO, we believe it is essential to make sure that students feel comfortable expressing ideas that conflict with those of their instructors. We will continue to explore developing and using assignments that require students to construct sound arguments for multiple perspectives on controversial issues.  Implementation planned: The faculty will attempt to develop and integrate (as appropriate) assignments that require students to present multiple perspectives/arguments on issues and to discuss the tension between student and faculty academic freedom, and ways to foster intellectually safe classroom environments.



	8.
	D (at retreat)
	Regarding SLO #8, we find that the students’ knowledge of research methods is generally solid, but also that students in physical anthropology need more opportunities for hands-on manipulation of osteological materials in order to meet professional skill standards. Therefore, we are reconceptualizing ANTH 155 Human Osteology and ANTH 157 Forensic Anthropology as methods courses. This will allow students to take either one or two courses in which basic osteological skills are inculcated, and then to assess mastery in ANTH 156 Bioarchaeology. In addition, the faculty has concluded that our students should be exposed to skills in demographic analysis to complement our already strong program in osteological skills. Implementation planned:  (1) Curriculum development in ANTH 155 and 157 to support osteological skills and (2) develop proposal for a second tenure line in physical anthropology that will enhance our capability to human populations and immigration.



	9.
	D (at retreat)
	See comment regarding curricular synthesis above

	10.
	D (at retreat)
	English-Lueck will customize IRB requirements for Anthropology students and develop web pages to supplement GS&R offerings. 


	MA 1
	C, D (at retreat)
	Gonzalez, Anth 234, Advanced Research Methods; understand a range of anthropological research methods and be able to conduct research relevant to problem solving in various settings and for different clients/partners, assessed using performance on  projects and embedded exams.  100% of the students met this objective.  



	MA 2
	C
	Darrah in Anth 231, Applications Core, know basic models of applying anthropology in different settings and have the skills to be able to function as practitioners of several.  Performance on three assignments were used to assess student learning.   For the 14 students that meant that 42 assessments were made and all students met or exceeded the goal.  The assessment confirms that students know a variety of tools for applying anthropology and are able to apply them appropriately.  No changes in course curriculum are needed. 

	MA 3
	D (at retreat)
	Graduate Program SLO #3 is being met, as indicated by our students’ capacity to generate research and applications projects. However, we believe that we can amplify the ability of our students to learn by creating additional events and activities at which they present their findings. This is also consistent with our department marketing plan goal of developing ourselves as community of practice to increase the integration of students, faculty, and alumnae. Our discussions also revealed that (1) our graduate courses use group work and scenarios that provide important opportunities for higher-level synthesis but (2) students need more explicit guidance on how to create and maintain project teams. Accordingly, we are both adding a new SLO and creating a special topics course in spring 2008 that will treat the department as the client for a guide to the skills necessary for working professionally as part of a team.  Implementation planned:   (1) Work with graduate students to develop multiple venues for presenting and sharing lessons learned, and for fostering continued relationships with the graduate program after graduation, (2) compose a new SLO that addresses the importance of working on teams, and (3) develop and offer a course that helps meet the new SLO.



	MA 4
	D (at retreat)
	In ANTH 233, "Domains of Application," students are participating in a semester-long class project conducted in teams.  Each project team is focusing upon a problem assigned by the instructor, and each problem covers one or more of the four domains of applied anthropology (health and illness, immigration, environment and sustainability, and business, industry, and labor).  Furthermore, each problem is set in a Bay Area city or county in order to highlight complex state, national, and global interconnections.  100% of the students exceeded mastery of the objective. Although no changes were needed for SLO 4, see comment above in which actions for MA SLO 3 overlap with MA SLO 4.  

	MA 5
	
	

	MA 6
	
	

	MA 7
	D (at retreat)
	In ANTH 233, "Domains of Application," students are participating in a semester-long class project conducted in teams.  Each project team is focusing upon a problem assigned by the instructor, and each problem covers one or more of the four domains of applied anthropology (health and illness, immigration, environment and sustainability, and business, industry, and labor).  Furthermore, each problem is set in a Bay Area city or county in order to highlight complex state, national, and global interconnections.  100% of the students exceeded mastery of the objective.No changes needed.  

	Beh. Sci. 1
	
	Capstone course, Anthropology/Sociology/Psychology 196 will be offered in Fall 2008 and data collection with begin at that time.

	Beh. Sci. 2
	
	Capstone course, Anthropology/Sociology/Psychology 196 will be offered in Fall 2008 and data collection with begin at that time.


Please describe how the activities planned for the spring 2008 semester will be executed. 

Example (please delete the example from your report)

	SLO
	Sp 08
	Execution of plan 

	#1
	D
	Data analysis shows half of students are poor at constructing arguments in a paper.  The faculty will hold an assessment meeting in February to decide program changes to improve written arguments. Program changes will be implemented in fall 2008

	#2
	I
	Poor performance data on SLO 2 in spring 2007 was discussed at the fall 2007 assessment retreat. The department decided to institute the use of Excel to solve problems in course XX.  The problems will be piloted in all sections in fall2008

	#3
	C
	All sections of course XX will embed the same question in the final exam and use a common rubric for grading.

	#4, 5, 6
	I
	The department decided to initiate a project in the culminating course that will assess these three SLOs using a grading rubric for the project. The class project will be piloted in all sections of XX in spring 2008.

	7
	I
	Though implementing changes was scheduled for this semester, data show 100% of students completing the assignment and 97% of students performing at an acceptable level. No programmatic changes were deemed necessary.

	….
	
	


Spring 2008 assessment plan 

(should match schedule in Table 2): 

	SLO
	Planned
	Execution of plan 

	BA Anthropology SLO 1-10
	New major design and new courses to be implemented in this semester 
	Note that based on the prior cycle of assessment, a the major was redesigned and new courses were proposed.  Spring 2008 is the first semester in which these changes will be experienced.  Note specific tasks to be addressed for SLO’s 6, 7, 8 as discussed above.

	MA SLO 1-7
	Increased emphasis on synthesis and development of community of practice.  
	Address the issue throughout all core graduate courses and implement new course, Anth 296, directly connected to the development of practitioner cognitive skills and nurturing of a community of practice. 
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