Fall 2007 Semester Program Assessment Report 

Cover Page
Degree program(s):  Master’s in Mexican American Studies     Department: Mexican American Studies

Chair:  Marcos Pizarro
Department Phone: 924-5760

Assessment Data is archived at: 

Bldg & Room #: YUH 34

Under Control of  Marcos Pizarro (name)             Phone number:  924-5584 

Check your listing at the UGS Website  (www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment/programs/objectives). 

Is there a mission statement listed for your program(s)  YES



Are program goals listed for your program(s)?  YES
REQUIRED: Are Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) listed for your program(s)? YES
If you have checked NO for student learning objectives, please submit text to jacqueline.snell@sjsu.edu.

If listed, has the mission statement changed from that listed on the Web? That listed is incorrect.
If listed, have the program goals changed from that listed on the Web?   Those listed are incorrect.
If listed, have the SLOs changed from those listed on the Web?   NO
If you have checked YES to any of the above, please submit text to jacqueline.snell@sjsu.edu.

Program:  Mexican American Studies

College:  Social Science
Date:  7 January 2008

Due to college assessment facilitator January 15, 2008.  Please complete the schedule of learning outcomes assessment below by listing all program SLOs by number down the left column and indicating when data were/will be collected (C), when they were/will be discussed by your faculty (D) and when changes resulting from those discussions were/will be implemented (I). 

EXAMPLE: Most programs are on a five-year program planning cycle. If, for example, a department’s current program planning cycle is 03-04 to 08-09 their assessment schedule would cover all the semesters from your spring 2003 self-study through the spring 2008 self-study. The Chair or assessment coordinator would fill out Table 2: Schedule for those semesters.  Once they submit that to the assessment office it will be posted on the Web, and unless they change the plan, it won’t need to be submitted again until a new program planning cycle starts (that is, the 2009-10 through 2014-15 cycle).  

When is your next self-study due?   Currently Under Review by UGS
Your PP schedule is posted at: http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/docs/PP/. The self-study is generally due the spring before year of the external visit and committee reviews, e.g. if your next program plan cycle is scheduled for 2010-11 then your self-report should be due spring 2010)

The column headers in Table 2 should match the semesters in your current Program Planning cycle. Most programs have a five year schedule, if you have a different schedule to coincide with accreditation please add (or subtract) columns.
Table 2: Schedule of Planned Assessment Activities
C = Collect data

D = Discuss results

I = Implement changes (if any)

	SLO #
	F05 or earlier
	Sp06
	F 06
	Sp07
	F07
	Sp08

	1.1
	
	
	C
	D
	I
	

	1.2
	
	
	C
	D
	I
	

	2
	
	C  
	
	D  I
	
	

	3
	
	C  
	
	D  I
	
	

	4
	C  
	D
	I
	
	
	

	5
	C  
	D
	I
	
	
	

	6
	C  
	D
	I
	
	
	

	7
	
	C  
	
	D  I
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	C
	D
	I


This is our existing schedule for the first cycle of assessing each of our SLOs.  A new schedule will be developed once the Program Review process has been completed in Spring 2008.

IF YOUR PROGRAM IS ACCREDITED: You may choose to align your assessment activities with your accreditation self-study rather than the program planning self-study.

_____  Check if aligned with accreditation rather than Program Planning

Once you submit this table electronically, it will be posted to the Assessment Website.  You will not have to submit the schedule again until it changes. 

Fall 2007 Assessment Report

Program: Master’s in Mexican American Studies
Prepared by:
Marcos Pizarro

Date: 7 January 2008
Phone: 924-5584


Email: pizarro@email.sjsu.edu
Where multiple program curricula are almost identical, and SLOs and assessment plans are identical, it is acceptable to list more than one program in this report.

Electronic and hard copy due to your college facilitator January 15, 2008. Digital version of this form available at: http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment/forms/

Please report any activity (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, implement changes) you completed prior to the fall 2007 semester that is not already posted on the Web (http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/datareports/assess_report/).  Please describe the content or results of the activity.

Are samples, results, rubrics, etc for this report archived in the location listed on the Cover page? 

YES

Please report assessment activities completed in the fall 2007 semester (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, or implement changes.  This table should match planned activities for fall 2007 in Table 2.

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	8
	D
	Students’ papers (from MAS 275, Spring 2007) analyzing the methods of other researchers and discussing their own intended methods were reviewed by three faculty members, using a rubric that considered students’ understanding of and ability to develop: research questions, literature reviews, data collection, and data analysis.  All of the student work reviewed was evaluated as having achieved the specific learning objective (with none being evaluated as not having met the objective or having exceeded the objective).  The committee met to discuss this and felt that the assignment itself needed to be developed to provide students the best opportunity to demonstrate their understanding and skills of the SLO.



	
	
	OTHER ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES

Students in MAS 215, one of the emphasis courses in the program were also given an assessment survey.  In the survey students were asked to consider if each of the departmental learning objectives were covered in the course and, if so, how well they feel they achieved the objective.  Interestingly, although the course is not designed to introduce students to the ideas covered in the SLOs, perhaps because the course builds on the core courses that do, students felt that they were all covered.  At least 75% of the students felt they had covered each SLO and that they had met that SLO in some way.


Please describe how the activities planned for the spring 2008 semester will be executed. 

Building on our Assessment Retreat last spring, the faculty have continued to work to develop an assessment process that is realistic and effective for our department.  We will continue to implement the changes that we deem necessary based on the assessment activities we have done over the last few semesters.

In addition, we have developed a new approach to assessment.  We agreed that the faculty member teaching a given course is best qualified to assess how well students are meeting the specific SLOs that the course is intended to cover.  We also agreed that it is not the best use of faculty time and energy to have a committee review papers from 2-3 courses in a given semester.  

In each of our core courses, the instructor will pick an assignment that is designed to give students an opportunity to demonstrate that they have met specific SLOs.  After they have graded assignments, faculty will go back and review them focusing on how well students met the SLOs.  Faculty will write a brief report on how students did, as well as proposed changes to the assignment and to instruction that resulted from this review.  As we have done, we will discuss this process at faculty meetings.  We are piloting this process now.

After our Program Review is complete in the Spring of 2008, we expect to create a new calendar for assessment that incorporates any suggestions and that is synched with the schedule for the next program review.

