Assessment for the Sociology M.A. Program

Results of Pre-Test for Soci 200A (Research Methods I)
                                   2007

There were 15 students who completed a pre-test in 2007. The results are as follows:
1. 15 students were all Sociology MA students.

2.  11 students (73.3%) were employed, while 4 students (26.7%) were not employed. Of those who were employed, on the average, they worked for 32.9 hours a week. The hours ranged from 13 hours (1 student, 9.1%) to 47 hours (1 student, 12.5%). 5 students (45%) are working 40 hours and longer.

3. There were 4 males (26.7%) and 11 females (73.3%).

4. The average age was 28.5 years old, ranging from 21 years old (1 student, 7.1%) to 59 years old (1 student, 6.7%). 

5. The breakdown of race is as follows: 2 Mixed heritage-Multiracial/Multicultural (13.3%), 7 White (46.7%), 3 Asian/Pacific Islander (20.0%), 1 African/African American (6.7%), and 2 Other (13.3%). 

6. The average GPA at all colleges was 3.42, ranging from 3.0 (2 students, 18.2%) to 3.80 (2 students, 18.2%). 

7. Of 15 students, 12 students (80.0%) have no concentration, and 3 students (20.0%) have a criminology concentration.”
8. Of 15 students, 10 students (76.9%) had a sociology undergraduate degree, while 2 students (15.4%) had other undergraduate majors.  One student (7.7%) had a sociology minor.
9. Since graduation, 9 students (60%) have taken additional or repeated courses, including statistics, research methods, theory, etc., while 6 students (40%) have not.

   Of those who have taken additional courses, 2 students had 1 course, 2 students had 2 courses, 2 students had three courses, and 1 student had 5 courses. Of those 9 students, 7 students took required prerequisites. One student took four courses for elective/personal interest. 

For the question “How important to you is/was each of the following in selecting sociology as your major?” the answers are as follows:

	Reasons for selecting Sociology as a major
	Not important
	Somewhat less important
	Somewhat important
	Very important

	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Enjoyed the first sociology course
	4
	6.5
	1
	1.6
	19
	30.6
	38
	61.3

	Prepare for a job helping people
	1
	1.6
	9
	14.5
	12
	19.4
	40
	64.5

	Sociology Courses at Community College
	18
	31.6
	12
	21.1
	15
	26.3
	12
	21.1

	Sociology as general major
	17
	22.7
	9
	14.8
	17
	27.9
	18
	29.5

	Social research aspect
	18
	29.0
	18
	29.0
	16
	25.8
	10
	16.1

	Prepare to teach at high school/college
	29
	46.8
	12
	19.4
	12
	19.4
	9
	14.5

	Help to change society
	5
	8.1
	5
	8.1
	24
	38.7
	28
	45.2

	Not a difficult major
	35
	56.5
	11
	17.7
	8
	12.9
	8
	12.9

	Help understand more about self
	4
	6.6
	6
	9.8
	22
	36.1
	29
	47.5

	Heard good things about SJSU Sociology
	15
	24.6
	9
	14.8
	18
	29.5
	19
	31.1

	Help understand the place in a global/international world
	8
	12.9
	6
	9.7
	18
	29.0
	30
	48.4


For the question, “For each goal, please indicate the extent to which you believe it was attained for yourself” the following results were obtained:

	Attainment of the following goals
	Significantly attained
	Somewhat attained
	Attained to a small degree
	Not attained at all

	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Understanding social reality and society
	44
	72.1
	13
	21.3
	3
	4.9
	1
	1.6

	Research and statistical skills
	22
	36.1
	19
	31.1
	17
	27.9
	3
	4.9

	Knowledge about basic sociological concepts
	46
	75.4
	11
	18.0
	3
	4.9
	1
	1.6

	Knowledge about the application of  theories to social issues
	34
	56.7
	15
	25.0
	9
	15.0
	2
	3.3

	Understanding how institutions are interrelated
	41
	67.2
	15
	24.6
	4
	6.6
	1
	1.6

	Understanding the significance of variation by race/class/gender, etc.
	45
	73.8
	11
	18
	4
	6.6
	1
	1.6

	Ability to think critically
	37
	60.7
	15
	24.6
	8
	13.1
	1
	1.6

	Basic computer skills
	19
	31.1
	16
	26.2
	18
	29.5
	8
	13.1

	Understanding the internal diversity
	30
	50.0
	20
	33.3
	9
	15.0
	1
	1.7

	Understanding cultures different from ours
	36
	59.0
	15
	24.6
	8
	13.1
	2
	3.3

	Understanding the place of American society in the global world
	31
	50.8
	19
	31.1
	9
	14.8
	2
	3.3

	Ability to understand how to be involved in a society
	28
	45.9
	22
	36.1
	8
	13.1
	3
	4.9

	Ability to communicate orally
	33
	54.1
	21
	34.4
	6
	9.8
	1
	1.6

	Ability to communicate in writing
	36
	59
	15
	24.6
	9
	14.8
	1
	1.6


Results of Post-Test for Soci 201B (Sociological Theory II)
                                    2007

The results are based on the post questionnaire, which was collected in Spring 2007. The results are as follows:
1.  8 students were MA candidates (one missing).

2. On the average, graduate students have taken six SJSU sociology courses. As a graduate student, on the average, they have taken 1 SJSU undergraduate courses. As a graduate student, on the average, they have taken less than one course outside the SJSU sociology department. As a graduate student, on the average, they have taken less than one undergraduate course outside the SJSU sociology department.   
3.  All of the students (100%) were employed. Of those who are employed, on the average, they worked for 28.3 hours a week. The hours ranged from 9 hours (1 student, 12.5%) to 47 hours (1 student, 12.5%). 

4.  3 students (33.3%) were male and 6 students (66.7%) were male. 
5.  The average age was 26.3 years old, ranging from 22 years old (1 student, 11.1%) to 31 years old (1 student, 11.1%). 
6. The breakdown of race is as follows: 5 White (55.6%), 1 Mixed-Heritage-Multicultural/Multiracial (11.1%), 1 African/African-American (11.1%), and 2 Other (22.2%).

7. The average GPA at all colleges was 3.63, ranging 3.0 (1 student, 12.5%) to 4.0 (1 student, 12.5%). The average GPA at SJSU was 3.60, ranging from 3.0 (1 student, 12.5%) to 4.00 (2 student2, 25.0%). The average GPA in the Sociology Department at SJSU was 3.60, ranging from 3.0 (1 student, 12.5%) to 4.0 (2 student2, 25.0%).

8. Six students (66.7%) had sociology undergraduate and 3 students (33.3%). 5 students (71.4%) had no concentration and 2 students (28.6%) had a criminology concentration. 
For the question “How important to you is/was each of the following in selecting sociology as your major?” the answers are as follows:

	Reasons for selecting Sociology as a major 
	Not important
	Somewhat less important
	Somewhat important
	Very important

	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Enjoyed the first sociology course
	0
	0
	2
	22.2
	1
	11.1
	6
	66.7

	Prepare for a job helping people
	2
	22.2
	1
	11.1
	4
	44.4
	2
	22.2

	Sociology Courses at Community College
	1
	11.1
	0
	0
	4
	44.4
	4
	44.4

	Sociology as general major
	6
	66.7
	2
	22.2
	0
	0
	1
	11.1

	Social research aspect
	2
	22.2
	0
	0
	5
	55.6
	2
	22.2

	Prepare to teach at high school/college
	2
	22.2
	3
	33.3
	1
	11.1
	3
	33.3

	Help to change society
	1
	11.1
	3
	33.3
	2
	22.2
	3
	33.3

	Not a difficult major
	9
	100
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Help understand more about self
	2
	22.2
	3
	33.3
	3
	33.3
	1
	11.1

	Heard good things about SJSU Sociology
	3
	42.9
	3
	33.3
	1
	14.3
	0
	0

	Help understand the place in a global/international world
	1
	11.1
	4
	44.4
	2
	22.2
	2
	22.2


For the question, “For each goal, please indicate the extent to which you believe it was attained for yourself” the following results were obtained:

	Attainment of the following goals
	Significantly attained
	Somewhat attained
	Attained to a small degree
	Not attained at all

	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Understanding social reality and society
	3
	33.3
	6
	66.7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Research and statistical skills
	3
	33.3
	5
	55.6
	1
	11.1
	0
	0

	Knowledge about basic sociological concepts
	4
	44.4
	5
	55.6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ability to evaluate theoretical contributions and apply to social issues
	3
	33.3
	4
	44.4
	2
	22.2
	0
	0

	Understanding the significance of variations by race/class/gender, etc.
	3
	33.3
	6
	66.7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ability to think critically
	6
	66.7
	2
	22.2
	1
	11.1
	0
	0

	Basic computer skills
	3
	33.3
	3
	33.3
	2
	22.2
	1
	11.1

	Ability to participate in meaningful and thoughtful conversations
	4
	44.4
	5
	55.6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Understanding the place of American society in the global world
	3
	33.3
	3
	33.3
	3
	33.3
	
	

	Ability to understand how to be critically engaged as a citizen
	3
	33.3
	4
	44.4
	2
	22.2
	0
	0

	Ability to communicate orally
	2
	22.2
	6
	66.7
	1
	11.1
	0
	0

	Ability to communicate in writing
	2
	22.2
	6
	66.7
	1
	11.1
	0
	0


11. Advising issues

Of 9 students, 1 student (11.1%) was very satisfied with the quality of the academic advice, 5 students (55.6%) were somewhat satisfied, and 3 students (33.3%) had mixed feelings.
Of 9 students, 1 student (11.3%) was very satisfied with the career advice, 4 students (44.4%) were somewhat satisfied, 3 students (33.3%) had mixed feelings, and 1 student (11.1%) was somewhat dissatisfied. 

Of 9 students, 6 students (66.7%) have somewhat clear career goals. Three students (33.3%) stated that their career goals are somewhat unclear. 

12. Interaction with professors 

Outside of the formal class setting, of 9 students, 3 students (33.3%) sought to interact with professors once or twice each semester, 3 students (33.3%) several times per semester, and 3 students (33.3%) regularly. 

Eight students (88.9%) stated that the have gotten to know sociology professors well enough to talk with them regularly after class or during office hours, while 1 student (11.1%) stated no.

13. Core required courses

Of 9 students, 2 students (22.2%) strongly agreed that the core required courses in theory, methods, statistics, etc. provided some integration to the undergraduate major.

4 students (44.4%) somewhat agreed, 2 students (22.2%) had mixed feelings, and 1 student (11.1%) somewhat disagreed.
14. Quality of Instruction 

Of 9 students, 3 students (33.3%) are very satisfied with the quality of instruction they received in sociology courses. Five students (55.6%) were somewhat satisfied. One  student (11.1%) had mixed feelings. 

16. Quality of Advising

Of 9 students, 2 students (22.2%) were very satisfied with the quality of advising in sociology. Five students (55.6%) were somewhat satisfied. Two students (22.2%) had mixed feelings. 

17. Satisfaction with sociology courses

Of 9 students, 1 student (11.1%) was very satisfied with the courses they took in sociology. Six students (66.7%) were somewhat satisfied.  Two students (22.2%) had mixed feelings. 

18. Satisfaction with graduate sociology major

Of 9 students, 2 students (22.2%) were very satisfied with their graduate sociology major.  Four students (44.4%) were somewhat satisfied. Three students (33.3%) had mixed feelings. 
19. “If you had it to do over again, would you major in sociology?”
Of 9 students, 3 students (33.3%) would major in sociology definitely.  Four students (44.4%) “possibly yes.”  Two students (22.2%) “mixed feelings.” 
20. To what extent do you think your sociology major helped you to increase your skills in the following areas?

	To what extent did Sociology help?
	To a great extent
	To some extent
	To a little extent
	Not at all

	
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Reading
	6
	66.7
	2
	22.2
	1
	11.1
	0
	0

	Writing
	4
	44.4
	4
	44.4
	1
	11.1
	0
	0

	Statistics
	2
	25.0
	6
	75.0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Critical Thinking
	4
	44.4
	5
	55.6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Computer Use
	2
	22.2
	3
	33.3
	2
	22.2
	2
	22.2

	Interpersonal Skills
	2
	22.2
	3
	33.3
	3
	33.3
	1
	11.1

	People Management
	1
	11.1
	4
	44.4
	3
	33.3
	1
	11.1

	Data Analysis
	2
	25.0
	5
	62.5
	1
	12.5
	0
	0


Comparisons for Pre-test and Post-test

	Reasons for selecting Sociology as a major
	Pre-test
	Post-test
	t-test

	
	N
	mean
	Std. error
	N
	mean
	Std. error
	T
	P

	Enjoyed the first sociology course
	15
	3.47
	0.64
	9
	3.44
	0.88
	0.71
	0.944

	Prepare for a job helping people
	15
	3.13
	0.99
	9
	2.67
	1.11
	1.07
	0.298

	Sociology Courses at Community
	13
	1.77
	1.17
	9
	3.22
	0.97
	-3.07
	0.006**

	College
Sociology as general major
	14
	1.57
	0.76
	9
	1.56
	1.01
	0.43
	0.966

	Social research aspect
	15
	2.73
	1.22
	9
	2.78
	1.09
	-0.09
	0.929

	Prepare to teach at high school/college
	15
	3.00
	1.25
	9
	2.56
	1.24
	0.85
	0.407

	Help to change society
	15
	2.80
	1.21
	9
	2.78
	1.09
	0.05
	0.964

	Not a difficult major
	14
	1.07
	0.27
	9
	1.00
	0.00
	0.80
	0.435

	Help understand more about self
	14
	2.43
	0.94
	9
	2.33
	1.00
	0.23
	0.819

	Heard good things about SJSU Sociology
	14
	2.36
	1.01
	7
	1.71
	0.76
	1.48
	0.154

	Help understand the place in a global/international world
	14
	2.93
	1.07
	9
	2.56
	1.01
	0.83
	0.415


**p<.01
In response to the question, “why did you select sociology as your major,” the only difference in pre- and post-results was found in the answer, “my coursework in sociology at a community college or a university.”  The students felt this way more as they have taken more courses in sociology.

Unfortunately there were no differences in their selections of answers in other areas.

For the question, “For each goal, please indicate the extent to which you believe it was attained for yourself” the following results were obtained:

	Attainment of the following goals
	Pre-test
	Post-test
	t-test

	
	N
	mean
	Std. error
	N
	mean
	Std. error
	T
	p

	Understanding social reality and society
	15
	1.33
	0.62
	9
	1.67
	0.50
	-1.37
	0.185

	Research and statistical skills
	15
	1.80
	0.56
	9
	1.78
	0.67
	0.09
	0.931

	Knowledge about basic sociological concepts
	15
	1.53
	0.64
	9
	1.56
	0.53
	-0.09
	0.931

	Ability to evaluate theoretical contributions and apply to social issues
	15
	1.60
	0.74
	9
	1.89
	0.78
	-0.91
	0.373

	Understanding the significance of variations by race/class/gender, etc.
	15
	1.40
	0.51
	9
	1.67
	0.50
	-1.25
	0.223

	Ability to think critically
	15
	1.47
	0.52
	9
	1.44
	0.73
	0.09
	0.931

	Basic computer skills
	15
	1.60
	0.74
	9
	2.11
	1.05
	-1.40
	0.175

	Ability to participate in meaningful and thoughtful conversations
	15
	1.40
	0.63
	9
	1.55
	0.53
	-0.62
	0.542

	Understanding the place of American society in the global world
	15
	1.47
	0.74
	9
	2.00
	0.87
	-1.60
	0.124

	Ability to understand how to be critically engaged as a citizen
	15
	1.40
	0.63
	9
	1.89
	0.78
	-1.70
	0.107

	Ability to communicate orally
	15
	1.60
	0.74
	9
	1.89
	0.60
	-0.99
	0.332

	Ability to communicate in writing
	15
	1.60
	0.51
	9
	1.89
	0.60
	-1.26
	0.220


There were no differences in pre- and post-results.
