Fall 2007 Assessment Report

Program:  Art History & Visual Culture
Prepared by: Anne Simonson
Date: 1/7/08
phone: 4-4345

Email: simonson@email.sjsu.edu 
Where multiple program curricula are almost identical, and SLOs and assessment plans are identical, it is acceptable to list more than one program in this report.

Electronic and hard copy due to your college facilitator January 15, 2008. Digital version of this form available at: http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment/forms/
Please report any activity (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, implement changes) you completed prior to the fall 2007 semester that is not already posted on the Web (http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/datareports/assess_report/).  Please describe the content or results of the activity.
Are samples, results, rubrics, etc for this report archived in the location listed on the Cover page? 

______x______ YES


_______________  NO

(Note that student work for Art History & Visual Culture courses and formative assessment data such as provided by emails from students and by multiple drafts of research projects and theses is NOT archived.) 
C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

Please report assessment activities completed in the fall 2007 semester (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, or implement changes.  This table should match planned activities for fall 2007 in Table 2.

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	#1
Knowledge (visual recognition and identification) of significant artworks and canon of historical periods customary in Western and Non-Western traditions
	C,D
	Quality of instruction in all undergraduate courses taught by Art History & Visual Culture faculty was seriously compromised during F07 semester.  These classes (which represent 30-35% of the total FTES in the School of Art & Design are dependent on the availability of images and texts provided through our Visual Resources Library and on the prompt resolution of technical problems (with image projection and with sound) in our large lecture classes.  We rely on a full-time technical professional who spends the summer months as well as the academic year preparing materials which are used as content in our classes, and the VRL curator also trains students and interns who, together, ordinarily work approximately 80-100 hours/week in the VRL to maintain and provide images.
We have now been without a VRL curator for a full 8 months—and also without any supplementary funding such as might begin to correspond to the 40 hr/wk x 32 week staff support that has not been available to us.  Despite approval of a search last summer and identification of an excellent candidate after on-campus interviewing that took place in early October, the hiring recommendations of the Art & Design search committee have not yet been implemented.
Without a curator, we have been forced to rely on student assistant help alone: course content could not be delivered as planned and promised; equipment glitches disrupted teaching and learning; images needed for final exams could not be located/equipment malfunctioned, etc. so that, as individuals and as a group, we were not able successfully to complete our work with students this semester. 

We have a number of new courses and/or new course assignments for certain instructors scheduled for the spring; each of those will rely on extensive and consistent production of images throughout Sp 08 semester.  As of today, however, we are no closer to having an offer made to our candidate than we were in early November; indeed our candidate may now have lost interest in working for such an inept institution.



	#2
Visual analysis skills appropriate to describing artworks from a variety of historical contexts and to identifying “unknown” examples of artworks in a variety of mediums
	C,D
	See the above with respect to undergraduate major students.
All five MA students who took the F07 part I (unknown) comprehensive exam passed.  



	#3
Writing and research skills appropriate to B.A., M.A.-level work
	(I)
(I)
	Anne Simonson and Edith Crowe, retiring Art Liaison at King Library co-taught a research methods seminar.  A wide range of research assignments and extended class discussion provided remarkable insights into the minds of student researchers and enabled us to develop a preliminary research manual for use by BA and MA students in Art History & Visual Culture courses.  A template for summarizing research strategies and tools in a specialized “field” within the discipline should be made available to students during Sp08; we anticipate being able to evaluate effectiveness of this new approach as students prepare for (individualized) comp II exams.
We hope to have ARTH 100W, a new course approved by School and College Committees in Dec07, certified for offering in GE-Area Z for Spring 09.  Writing and research needs of BA Art History & Visual Culture majors are not adequately addressed in ART 100W, even with that course taught by art historians.



	#4

Theoretical, historiographic, professional understanding of the discipline of Art History
	I
(I)
	We inaugurated a fall “in house” (SJSU only) symposium; 5 MA students and 1 BA student gave scholarly papers.  Essentially all current students and faculty as well as family/friends of the speakers, alums, and community supporters attended.  Quality of the presentations was very high, and we plan to make this an annual event.
A new course, ARTH 101, was passed by School and College Curriculum committees as were a series of changes to the BA major which make this a required course for undergraduates.  The course, to be offered in F08 for a first time, is designed as an introduction to issues addressed by the #4 SLO.




Please describe how the activities planned for the spring 2008 semester will be executed. 
Spring 2008 assessment plan 
(should match schedule in Table 2): 
	SLO
	Planned
	Execution of plan 

	#1
	C+D
	See comments for F07.  We are extraordinarily concerned about diminished quality of instruction and have also lagged behind by 8 months already in planned conversion project from analog to digital image projection in all classes
Additionally, our entire foundation account (money raised from donors) was spent on the attempt to keep the VRL facility open and functioning minimally through the semester; our primary donor and two potential donors are disgusted by this situation and will not consider gifts to the program until the VRL situation is ameliorated and potential use of their funds on routine operations of a basic facility prohibited.  


	#2
	C+D
	As above.  We will track and discuss progress of all students in our classes and once again collect data about the proposed majors of students in all of our classes so that we better understand comparative performance of majors/non-majors. We anticipate that four MA students will attempt part I of the comps on Feb 1.  


	#3
	C+D 
	(See remarks for F07) 

The seminar will continue on a bi-weekly (no-registration) volunteer basis.

A template for summarizing research strategies and tools in a specialized “field” within the discipline should be made available to students during Sp08; we anticipate being able to evaluate effectiveness of this new approach as students prepare for (individualized) comp II exams.



	#4
	C+D
	Follow-up (to December) assessment/pedagogy retreat scheduled for Jan 22.  Faculty will continue to look at learning objectives across the curriculum.  Because we have enrollment “numbers” pressure, our majors sit side-by-side with non-majors in virtually all of their classes, and we are unable to implement the sequenced skill and knowledge development that all other majors and programs in the School take for granted.    
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