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1.  What experience(s) in English 193 has (have) meant the most to you?
· Putting my portfolio together.  Gave me the chance to see how I’ve improved over the years.
· The overall struggle of devising, organizing, composing, editing, and revising a paper.  Also the agonizing dread of speaking and reciting poetry in front of the class.
· Writing assignments and feedback on written work.

· Reviewing my course work.

· Enjoyed the limited biographies—made me think about what needed to be said, rather than a lack of focus.  They encouraged introspection of a nearly-forgotten time.

· Feedback on my portfolio from peers and Professor.  Enjoyed most readings and assignments.

· Putting together my portfolio—allowed me to reflect and examine what I’ve accomplished.

· Film review assignment was intriguing.

· The portfolio was a great assignment.

· Getting to work on my novel and short stories and gain good criticism from teachers who know a good book.

· Revising an old assignment from a previous class.  It allowed me to complete what I’d planned.

· Enjoyed revising my essay from a previous class.  A great learning experience.  I saw how my writing style has changed for the better.

· Revising an old paper.  It gives a comprehensive picture of what you have done in college and what needs to be improved.

· Enjoyed course very much. Liked its more casual and laid back style.

· Having such positive feedback and encouragement for most of my papers. 
· Really enjoyed the autobiographical exercises.  Throws you right into self-reflection.  Rewrite really forces you to confront your own work.

· Classes where interesting/cultural texts were presented and thoroughly discussed (Engell’s 117, Mesher’s 122, Karim’s 123A).

· Building the portfolio because it gave me a chance to see my strengths and weaknesses and intellectual growth.  It also refreshed important memories that made me who I am now.
2.  What do you think could be done to make English 193 a better and more meaningful “capstone” course for the English major?
· Have students bring in a text from their college experience to share.
· More focus on our growth and development as a writer/English major.

· Being outside the Department, I found English 193 has been most positive and helpful toward preparing me for my dream career.

· Disappointed the students did not have a voice in the process.  I thought the premise was to be a chance to form a solid direction to move forward (as far as educational goals).

· I am a fan of peer-editing and writing workshops.  There could be fewer books and more time for workshopping. Suggestions and positive criticism are quite useful!

· Less memoir.

· Write a short story.

· Maybe more group work with the portfolio.  Sharing more with classmates and seeing how similar or different our experiences in classes were.

· More discussion on significance of required novels.

· More reflecting on the past, such as looking at older papers.

· Can’t think of anything that will make it better.

· There should be more activity.  We should be able to go on field trips to author series and so forth.  The portfolio is excellent but there should be more active aspects to the course.  We could meet with English majors in their jobs.

· A deeper look into all we have completed as English majors (the hell we’ve been through).  A way for students to overview all that we’ve accomplished: European Lit., English morphology, Shakespeare, poetry.  I think the “cap” in “capstone” should be a RECAP, in other words.

· I liked discussing career choices.  Add this to coursework.

· Talk about the future of lit., not only our personal past experience.

· I don’t think the format is deficient.  Foster positive group experience early.  Talking about experiences in the Department, in and out of class, helped me come to grips with what I was trying to do here.

· What’s in the job market for English grads.

3.  Do you have any other suggestions for improving English 193 in future semesters?
· None.
· Keep the reading assignments and theme of the course.

· Add coaching and mentoring for graduate school for those who want it.

· Possibly fewer books and more in-class introspection.  I struggled to complete reading.

· Include job preparation, like résumé workshop or mock interviews, cover letters, job search skills.
· No.  I loved it.

· Future students should present a group presentation to give everyone a chance to speak.

· I did not expect 193 to be largely about new texts and ideas not covered.  Energy spent into discussing literary texts (that were mostly foreign) should have been spent in the process of graduating as an English major.

· No.

· Not really.  It has been one of my favorite classes.

· More challenging texts – and cutting edge approaches to texts and critical theory.

· Throw in something goofy and fun during the first few weeks to build a feeling of community—something low pressure and only marginally related to study of English.

· Nope.

· Tutoring service and writing center.

