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Please report any activity (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, implement changes) you completed prior to the fall 2007 semester that is not already posted on the Web (http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/datareports/assess_report/).  Please describe the content or results of the activity.
Are samples, results, rubrics, etc for this report archived in the location listed on the Cover page? 

______X______ YES


_______________  NO
C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	 1
	 C, D
	· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data from Sp 07 grade rosters for ENGL130, 131,135, 240, 241, and TA175 to determine the percentage of MFA students who completed their primary genre workshops (satisfying the primary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. RESULTS: One hundred percent of MFA students in their primary genre creative writing workshops earned a grade of B or better in Sp07 (ENGL 240: Soldofsky – 5 students; ENGL 241: Kelman – 8 students; TA175 Sublett – 1 student).
· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students completing theses in Sp 07.  RESULTS: MFA theses completed in Sp07 (and accepted by Graduate Studies):  4 in poetry; 2 in fiction.
· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data on works published by current MFA students and alumni in Sp07.  RESULTS: MFA student/alumni publications in Sp07: 8 poems published in magazines/journals; 1 poem published in a poetry anthology;  2 works of non-fiction published in magazines/journals;  2 short stories published in magazines/journals; 1 play produced in a local theater venue.  

	2
	C, D
	· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data from Sp07 grade rosters for ENGL 130, 131, 240, 241, and 242 to determine the percentage of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. RESULTS: One hundred percent of MFA students in their secondary genre creative writing workshops earned a grade of B or better in F 06 (ENGL 240: Soldofsky – 2 students; ENGL 241: Kelman – 6 students). 

	3 & 4
3, 4 Cont.
	C, D, I
C, D, I
	· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator collected Sp07 data from ENGL 203 (10 MFA students) and 211 (4 MFA students) based on a performance rubric designed by Creative Writing faculty Prof. Cathleen Miller and Prof. Samuel Maio to measure number of students who did or did not meet SLO’s 3 and 4.  RESULTS: In ENGL 203 all 4 MFA students measured “excellent” or “good” on the 8 performance criteria established in the rubric used by Creative Writing faculty to measure student essay writing on literary subjects.  In 211, all 8 students measured “excellent” or “good” on 8 performance criteria in the rubric.  Given the differences in assignments measured and approaches of these classes, it is unclear whether these results measure SLO’s 3 and 4 as intended.  After discussing the results, the MFA faculty decided to apply the rubric to measure the quality of writing only in MFA thesis prefaces in future semesters, not in individual courses.
· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator surveyed students completing MFA theses and taking MFA Comprehensive Exams on how well the MFA curriculum prepared them to complete these tasks.  RESULTS:  4 of 6 students surveyed reported they were well prepared by the MFA curriculum to take the MFA Exam; 2 of 6 students said they were not well prepared.  4 of 6 students survey reported that they were well-prepared by the MFA curriculum to write their theses; 2 of 6 reported that they were not well prepared 
· CHANGES IMPLEMENTED:  The MFA Exam Reading list for Poetry (for students entering the MFA program in F07) was revised and approved.  The Fiction and Nonfiction Exam reading lists (for students entering the MFA program in F07) will be revised and submitted for the faculty’s approval in Sp08.

	5
	C, D
	· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved by the Graduate Committee in Sp07. RESULTS:  3 thesis proposals were submitted and approved.  2 of the 3 proposals required minor revisions. 
· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator collected data on number of students passing MFA Comprehensive exam in Sp07.  RESULTS:  4 candidates took the Sp07 MFA Exam.  3 of 4 candidates received a Pass; 1 of 4 received a High Pass.  


Please report assessment activities completed in the fall 2007 semester (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, or implement changes.  This table should match planned activities for fall 2007 in Table 2.

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data
	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	1

 
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from F07 rosters for ENGL130, 131, 135, 240, 241, and TA175 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their primary genre workshops (satisfying the primary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. 

· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students completing theses in F07.  
· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students who dropped out of the MFA program or took leaves from prior to Fall 2007—and will determine the reason(s) why.

· MFA Coordinator collected data on works published by current MFA students and alumni in F07.

	2
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from ENGL130, 131, 135, 240, 241, 242, and TA129 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher.  


	3 & 4
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator is collecting data based on an analysis of MFA Thesis prefaces. (Analysis will be conducted using the MFA Program’s Writing Effectiveness Rubric for Literary Analysis. See Appendix A.)

	5
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved by the Graduate Committee.

· MFA Coordinator collected data on number of students passing the MFA Comprehensive exam.


Please describe how the activities planned for the spring 2008 semester will be executed. 
	SLO
	Sp 08
	Execution of plan 

	 #1
	C ,D, I
	· MFA faculty will analyze and discuss data on the number of students dropping out or taking leaves from the program, complaining about lack of time and/or support for completing creative writing projects and theses.
· MFA faculty will propose curriculum changes to provide students more support in completing creative writing projects and theses.
· MFA faculty will propose curriculum changes to provide students more support in their attempts to publish their works (in all genres).

	#2
	C, D, I
	· MFA faculty will discuss ways the building in to the curriculum additional academic support for students completing their secondary genre creative writing projects.

	#3 & 4
	C, D
	· MFA faculty will analyze and propose ways of improving the program’s system for supervising theses—especially to improving the candidates’ writing of analytical prefaces as well as revising their creative work.  Also , the MFA faculty will discuss with the general Department graduate faculty ways to improve candidates’ writing of MFA thesis proposals.  Based on the findings, the MFA Coordinator and Department Chair will propose ways of increasing the quality of faculty attention (especially by 2nd and 3rd readers) to proposing and supervising theses.

	# 5 
	C, D
	· MFA faculty will discuss proposing clear standards for MFA candidates’ analytical writing in the MFA Comprehensive Exam and MFA thesis proposal and thesis preface.

	6
	C, D
	· MFA faculty will examine the difficulty some candidates have passing the Foreign Language requirement. Alternative ways of satisfying the Foreign Language requirement, other than by standardized test, will be proposed and discussed.


Spring 2008 assessment plan 
(should match schedule in Table 2): 
	SLO
	Planned
	Execution of plan 

	1
	C, D, I
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the number of students completing theses in F 07.  

· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the number of students dropping out or taking leaves from the program (and determine the reasons why). 

· MFA Coordinator will collect data on works published by current MFA students and alumni in Sp07.

	2
	C, D, I
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data from ENGL130, 131, 240, 241, 242, and TA129 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher.  
· MFA Coordinator will collect data on how many students and alumni publish work in their secondary genre.

	3 & 4
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator and MFA faculty will assess the number of candidates meeting or not meeting SLO’s 3 and 4 in their thesis proposals and thesis prefaces, using a faculty-designed rubric for measuring the effectiveness of literary analysis writing (see Appendix A). 

· The MFA coordinator will track the number of thesis proposal revisions required of individual candidates by the Department Graduate Committee.

	5
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved by the Department Graduate Committee.

· MFA Coordinator will collect data on number of students passing MFA Comprehensive exam.

	6
	C, D
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the percentage of candidates passing the Foreign Language exam, administered by the Foreign Language Department for the MFA program. 
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