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INTRODUCTORY NOTE:

In her fall 2006 Direct Assessment report for LLD 282, “Practicum in TESOL,” Professor Rosemary Henze noted that many MATESOL graduate students enroll in this capstone course with inadequate experience in writing lesson plans.  She suggested that practice with lesson plans, along with more classroom observation and tutoring, could be completed in earlier courses, including LLD 280.  In addition, I have observed that prior to the Practicum, the MATESOL curriculum provides students with little experience in actually teaching a language that their students don’t already speak.

Given these concerns, the assessment activities that I employed to address Student Learning Objectives A,B,C,D, and F under Goal 3, included the following: (a) an ESL/EFL classroom observation assignment, including on-site visits and the completion of analytical worksheets and evaluative essays; (b) weekly tutoring of one ESL/EFL learner accompanied by a weekly journal reporting on individual tutoring sessions; (c) a peer-teaching language lesson, accompanied by a lesson plan; (d) analytical and evaluative essays about each peer-teaching lesson; (e) a detailed integrative lesson plan for a class of ESL/EFL learners.

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	Goal 3, SLO A:  Students will identify the instructional strategies that go with the established teaching methods.

	  C
	The classroom observation assignment entails observing and taking careful notes of actual ESL/EFL classes for students differing in levels of English, motivation for learning English, and educational backgrounds, and/or at SJSU or elsewhere in the Bay Area.  For each observation, students complete a worksheet of open-ended questions, several of which require detailed descriptions of classroom activities and instructional strategies. In relation to established teaching methods that the students have been learning about in their readings and class discussions.  They also write two essays, one of which focuses on how the activities and strategies that they observed reflect established teaching methods that they have been learning about in their readings and class discussions.



	Goal 3, SLO B: Students will gain practical experience in applying theoretical knowledge to various language learning and teaching situation.
  
	  C

	Throughout the semester, each student provides weekly tutoring to an ESL/EFL learner whom the student either finds either independently or assisted by the instructor.  In conjunction with this tutoring, the student writes a weekly journal of at least ten entries, each of which describes in detail how the student has applied in a tutoring session theoretical knowledge learned in the course.

In the peer-teaching activity, students design, write a lesson plan, and teach a 20-minute introductory lesson for a language other than English, taught to their classmates who have no prior study or acquisition of that language and observed by their other classmates.  Following each lesson, in a 10-minute whole-class “debriefing” by the “teacher” and all the other students, the “teacher” explains how he/she has attempted to apply--in the overall design, lesson plan, and specific activities of the lesson--theoretical knowledge about language learning that the class has been studying.

	Goal 3, SLO C: Students will critically evaluate the teaching of actual ESL classes with regard to teaching strategies and activities and with regard to goals 1 and 2.


	  C
	The second essay of the class-observation assignment requires a critical evaluation of the teaching strategies observed in each class.  This essay focuses on particular strategies and activities in each class that were or were not successful, why they were or were not successful, and why the student believes that they might be successful or unsuccessful in the other classes observed.

In addition, after the peer-teaching lessons have been completed and discussed, as a summative assessment task, students write an analytical and evaluative report for each lesson, including a summary of the teaching strategies and activities that were used and why they were or were not successful.

	
	
	

	Goal 3, SLO D: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the theory and practice of needs analysis, curriculum design, and assessment techniques.

	  C
	For the final project of the course, each student creates an integrated lesson plan for a real or hypothetical class of ESL/EFL learners.  In motivating the actual lesson plan and activities, students describe in detail the backgrounds and needs of their learners, and also provide a comprehensive overview, with specific examples, of the larger curriculum in which this lesson occurs.

	Goal 3, SLO F: Students will be able to design supplementary materials for use with particular instructional strategies.
	  C

	In the peer-teaching lessons, all presentation, practice, and assessment activities are based on original materials that each peer teacher develops individually to pursue their instructional strategies.  

As the major task of the integrated lesson plan, each student selects particular instructional strategies based on the attributes of the target learners and the goals of the class.  The bulk of the assignment then is the design of original materials for activities that will implement these strategies.



	
	
	


Please report assessment activities completed in the fall 2007 semester (collect data, analyze data, discuss results among faculty, or implement changes.  This table should match planned activities for fall 2007 in Table 2.

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results of activity

	
	
	None other than reported in Table 1


	
	
	

	….
	
	


Please describe how the activities planned for the spring 2008 semester will be executed. 
Example (please delete the example from your report)
	SLO
	Sp 08
	Execution of plan 

	#1
	D
	Data analysis shows half of students are poor at constructing arguments in a paper.  The faculty will hold an assessment meeting in February to decide program changes to improve written arguments. Program changes will be implemented in fall 2008

	#2
	I
	Poor performance data on SLO 2 in spring 2007 was discussed at the fall 2007 assessment retreat. The department decided to institute the use of Excel to solve problems in course XX.  The problems will be piloted in all sections in fall2008

	#3
	C
	All sections of course XX will embed the same question in the final exam and use a common rubric for grading.

	#4, 5, 6
	I
	The department decided to initiate a project in the culminating course that will assess these three SLOs using a grading rubric for the project. The class project will be piloted in all sections of XX in spring 2008.

	7
	I
	Though implementing changes was scheduled for this semester, data show 100% of students completing the assignment and 97% of students performing at an acceptable level. No programmatic changes were deemed necessary.

	….
	
	


Spring 2008 assessment plan 
(should match schedule in Table 2): 
The curriculum committee meeting to be held on February 8, 2008  will decide on the plan for the next few years. Thanks.

	SLO
	Planned
	Execution of plan 
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