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Spring 2007 Semester Program Assessment Report

(Please provide electronic and hard copy to your college facilitator.)

Degree program*: M.F.A. in Creative Writing

Department: English & Comp. Lit. 
Chair: Scott Rice

Department Phone:  4-4425
Report Prepared by: Alan Soldofsky, MFA coordinator 
Date: 6/01/07
*Where multiple program curricula are almost identical, and SLOs and assessment plans are identical, it is acceptable to list more than one program in this report.

Please list all Student Learning Outcomes/Objectives (SLOs) for this program in Tables 1A & 1B. 

Table 1A. Learning Outcomes (all outcomes if one program reported, or common outcomes if multiple programs reported on this form.)
	SLO #
	Exact wording of Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	1
	Students will demonstrate a high-level of ability to write and complete a publishable, full-length work of literature in a primary genre concentration (fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, or a scriptwriting).

	2
	Students will demonstrate high-level of proficiency to write works of literature in a secondary genre concentration (fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, or scriptwriting).

	3
	Students will demonstrate an appropriate level of knowledge of literary history, literary theory, and craft and theory of creative writing.

	4
	Students will demonstrate critical and analytical skills in the evaluation and interpretation of literary texts.

	5
	Students will demonstrate a command of written academic English, including the abilities to: a) organize and present material in a cogent fashion; b) formulate and defend original arguments; c) employ effectively the language of their discipline: d) write under time constraints.

	6
	Students will demonstrate a reading knowledge of at least one foreign language.

	


Table 1B. Unique Learning Outcomes, if multiple programs reported on this form.
	Program Name:

	SLO #
	Exact wording of Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	
	

	
	

	Program Name:

	SLO#
	Exact wording of Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	
	

	
	


Please complete the schedule of learning outcome assessment below by listing all program SLOs by number down the left column and indicating whether data were/will be collected (C), when they were/will be discussed by your faculty (D) and when changes resulting from those discussions were/will be implemented (I). 
NOTE: * SJSU must provide data to WASC for all SLOs by the end of F 08.
Table 2

C = data Collected

D = results Discussed
I = changes (if any) Implemented 
	SLO #
	S 06 or earlier
	F 06
	S 07
	F 07
	S 08
	F 08

	1
	C  D
	C  D
	C  D
	C  D   
	C  D   
	C D  I

	2
	
	C
	C  D
	C  D
	C  D   
	C D  I

	3 & 4
	 
	 
	C  
	C  D  I
	C  D 
	C  D 

	5
	C  D
	C  D
	C  D
	C  D
	C D
	C  D

	6
	
	
	
	
	C
	C  D


1.  Check the SLOs listed at the UGS Website  (www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment/programs/objectives). Do they match the SLOs listed in Tables 1A and 1B?

____X__ YES                _________ NO
2.
Fall 2006 Performance Data: Describe the direct assessment (performance) data that were collected in spring 2006 (‘C’ in Sp06 column of Table 2), how much and by whom. Be specific, for example: Instructors in two sections (60 students) of PSYC 150, Anagnos and Cooper, gave an embedded exam question and in their summary  report indicated  the % of students who earned a ’B’ or better, ‘C’, or less than ‘C’ using the same grading rubric for that question.
	SLO #
	Data collected, how much, by whom**

	1
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from F 06 grade rosters for ENGL 130, 131, 240 and 242, to determine the number of MFA students who completed their primary genre workshops (satisfying the primary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher.  
· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students completing theses in F 06.  

	2
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from F 06 grade rosters for ENGL 130, 131, 241, and 242 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. 

	5
	· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved by the Graduate Committee in F 06.

· MFA Coordinator collected data on number of students passing MFA Comprehensive exam in  F 06. 


3.
Spring 2006 Indirect Measurement (if any): Describe the indirect assessment data that were collected in spring 2006 (‘C’ in Sp06 column of Table 2), how much and by whom. Be specific, for example: 50 employers were surveyed by Margaret Wilkes, Career Planning and Placement about performance of recent hires who graduated from our program in 2004-5.
	SLO #
	Data collected, how much, by whom**

	1
	MFA Coordinator collected data on literary awards received and literary works published by current MFA students and alumni in F 06. 

	1
	MFA faculty members Soldofsky and Berman surveyed 100 literary magazines & journals in Sp 06 to determine which publications were most significant for creative writers entering the field. (List is being prepared for posting on the MFA web page.)


4. Fall 2006 Findings/Analysis:  Describe the findings that emerged from analysis of data collected in Sp06.  Be specific. For Example: less than 50% of students met criteria for teamwork outcome. OR Employers indicated students have sufficient teamwork skills, no change needed.
	Finding 1 (SLO # (1))
	· One hundred percent of MFA students in their primary genre creative writing workshops earned a grade of B or better in F 06 (ENGL 130: Berman – 2 students, Evans – 1 student; ENGL 240: Maio – 6 students; ENGL 242: Miller – 3 students).  
·  MFA theses were completed in F 06 (and accepted by Graduate Studies):  1 in poetry;   1 in fiction;  1 in playwriting/scriptwriting.  
· Not enough MFA students enrolled in the Fiction track were registered for workshops, especially ENGL 240, which consequently was canceled.  We found that 5 students had taken leaves of absences or dropped out of the program.

· MFA student/alumni publications in F 06: 1  full-length collection of poetry; 6  poems published in magazines/journals; 1 poem published in a poetry anthology;  10 works of non-fiction published in magazines/journals; 1 work of non-fiction published in an anthology; 3short stories published in magazines/journals; 3 short stories published in magazines/journals; 1 play produced in a local theater venue.   

	Finding 2 (SLO # (2))
	·  One hundred percent of MFA students in their secondary genre creative writing workshops earned a grade of B or better in F 06 (ENGL 240: Maio – 4 students; ENGL 242: Miller – 8 students).  

	Finding 3 (SLO # (5))
	· 2  MFA thesis proposals were approved by the English Dept. Graduate Committee to begin in F 06; 1 in nonfiction; 1 in poetry. 
· 3  MFA candidates passed the MFA Comprehensive exam (on the first try) in F 06: 1 in poetry/fiction; 1 in poetry/nonfiction; 1 in fiction/poetry. 


5.
Fall 2006 Actions: What actions are planned and/or implemented to address the findings from Fall 2006 data? These are indicated by ‘I’ in Table 2 for the SLO data collected in spring ’06. Examples of actions taken include curricular revision, pedagogical changes, student support services, resource management. Be specific. For example: revising ENGR 103 to include more teamwork.)
	Planned
	The MFA Comprehensive exam reading lists (core and secondary) are being reviewed in order to make revisions in the genres of fiction, creative nonfiction, poetry, and screenwriting/playwriting. The revisions will be made to reflect 20th and 21st century literary works Creative Writing faculty emphasize in their courses and thesis advising as well as works by some authors recent MFA candidates have requested to be on the reading lists.  These changes will be implemented in F 08. We were unable to complete the revisions in the F 06  and Sp 07 because of personnel shortages. We have hired a new tenure-line fiction instructor who joins us in F 07.  We plan to review proposed reading list revisions for each genre in F 07 and to approve them in Sp 08.

	Planned
	

	Implemented
	

	Implemented
	


6.
Fall 2006 Process Changes: Did your analysis of Fall 2006 data result in revisiting/revising the Student Learning Outcomes or assessment process?  Yes __  No _X_.   


If the answer is yes, please explain and submit an updated version of the Student Learning Outcomes and/or assessment plan.

7.
Spring 2007 Performance Data: Describe the direct assessment (performance) data that were collected spring 2007 (‘C’ in F06 column of Table 2), how much and by whom. Be specific. For example: Instructor for MATH 188 (30 students), Stone, gave 3 embedded exam questions and in his summary report indicated the % of students who met or did not meet SLO #2.
	SLO #
	Data collected, how much, by whom**

	1
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from Sp 07 rosters for ENGL130, 131, 135, 240, 241, 242, and TA129 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their primary genre workshops (satisfying the primary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. 
· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students completing theses in Sp 07.  

	2
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from Sp 07 rosters for ENGL130, 131, 135, 240, 241, and 242 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher.  

	3 & 4
	· MFA Coordinator collected data from ENGL 203 (10 MFA students) and 211 (4 MFA students) based on a performance rubric designed by Creative Writing faculty Prof. Cathleen Miller and Prof. Samuel Maio to measure number of students who did or did not meet SLO’s 3 and 4. 

	5
	· MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved or not approved by the Graduate Committee in Sp 07.

· MFA Coordinator collected data on number of students passing or failing the MFA Comprehensive exam in Sp 07.


8.
Spring 2007 Indirect Measurement (if any): Describe the indirect assessment data that were collected (‘C’ in F06 column of Table 2), how much and by whom. Be specific, for example: 100 alumni were surveyed by the department with questions related to SLOs #1 & #2. 
	SLO #
	Data collected, how much, by whom**

	1
	MFA Coordinator collected data on publications by current MFA students and MFA alumni in Sp 07.


9. Fall 2007 Direct Measurement: For the SLOs scheduled to be assessed in fall 2007, describe the direct (performance) data that will be collected, how much and by whom.

Be specific, for example: Instructors in two sections of ART144, will assess SLOs #3 & #4 using a common rubric on the students’ final paper.
	SLO #
	Data to be collected, how much, by whom**

	1
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data from ENGL130, 131, 135, 240, 241, and 242 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their primary genre workshops (satisfying the primary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. 

· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the number of students completing theses in F 07.  
· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the number of students dropping out or taking leaves from the program (and determine the reasons why). 

	2
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data from ENGL130, 131, 135, 240, 241, 242, and TA129 to determine the number of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher.  

	3 & 4
	· Prof. Soldofsky will assess number of students meeting or not meeting SLO’s 3 and 4 in his ENGL201C using a creative writing faculty designed rubric on the students’ final literary essays. 

	5
	· MFA Coordinator will collect data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved by the Graduate Committee.

· MFA Coordinator will collect data on number of students passing MFA Comprehensive exam.


10.
Fall 2007 Indirect Measurement (if any): Describe the indirect assessment data that will be collected (‘C’ in F06 column of Table 2), how much and by whom. Be specific, for example: graduating seniors in all capstone course sections will be surveyed on curriculum strengths & weaknesses. 
	SLO #
	Data to be collected, how much, by whom**

	1
	MFA Coordinator will collect data on works published by current MFA students and alumni in Sp07.

	3
	MFA Coordinator will survey students completing MFA theses and taking MFA comprehensive exams on how well the MFA curriculum prepared them to complete these tasks. MFA coordinator will create and administer the survey.
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