Philosophy, M.A.

Spring 2008 Program Assessment Report

PROGRAM INFORMATION

	Degree Program(s):
	Philosophy M.A.
	Department:
	Philosophy

	Department Chair:
	Rita Manning
	Phone:
	4-4470

	Report Prepared by:
	Rita Manning
	Phone:
	4-4470

	Next Self-Study due :
	
	E-mail:
	rita.manning@sjsu.edu

	Note: Schedule is posted at: http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/programplanning/
	
	


ARCHIVAL INFORMATION
	Location:
	
	Person to Contact:
	
	

	
	(Bldg/Room #)
	
	(Name)
	(Phone)


Does the information (e.g., Mission, Goals, and/or Learning Outcomes) posted on the web (see, http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment/programs/ ) for this program need to be updated?
	[image: image1.wmf]

Yes


	[image: image2.wmf]No


	If yes, please submit changes to jacqueline.snell@sjsu.edu


SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES*
Please complete the schedule of assessment activities below by listing all program Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) by number down the left column and indicating when data were/will be collected (C) and when they were/will be discussed (D) by your faculty. You can also schedule/track program changes resulting from your assessment activities by indicating an “I” (implemented changes) where relevant. This schedule is meant to be fluid; providing a proposed schedule for future assessment while at the same time, providing a record of your efforts as the program planning cycle progresses.
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*Note: This template is based on a five-year program planning cycle. If your program planning follows another cycle (e.g., based on accreditation), please feel free to add (or subtract) columns as necessary.
	1. be able to identify and discuss, both orally and in a sustained major written essay, and in a written exam taken without the benefit of notes, major figures and ideas in various historical periods and in various traditions from around the world.




1.1  Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 
We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

1.2 What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

1.3 Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
1.4 Results of Action Items
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?

	#2 be able to identify and discuss, both orally and in a sustained major written essay, core areas of Philosophy.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#3 be able to identify and discuss, both orally and in a sustained major written essay, the methods used in various major philosophical traditions,


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#4 have the ability to read texts carefully and to identify and critique the arguments expressed in these texts.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#5 develop and present in written and oral form their own philosophical positions and defend them using philosophically sound reasoning.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#6 have the ability to understand oral presentations and to identify and critique the arguments expressed in these communications.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#7  have high level skills in communication, critical inquiry and the ability to collect and evaluate information successfully,


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#8 demonstrate intellectual curiosity and academic integrity, as well as high level writing and research skills, in their own original research.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#9 have an ability to reflect critically on issues in the sciences, social sciences, humanities and arts, and express this reflection in both oral and written forms.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#10 have an understanding of the demands of responsible citizenship and an understanding of how to make and defend ethical choices.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#11 have an understanding of the ways in which culture, race, ethnicity, gender, economic class, sexual orientation, and national membership influence perceptions about reality, knowledge and value.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#12 be able to teach and assess all these skills and competencies at the lower division undergraduate level.


N.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

We collected student written assignments in various categories relevant to the SLOs and discussed them in Spring 2008.  We will be discussing data and setting up implementation of all our SLOs during a series of meetings and our annual retreat.  

N.2  What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

N.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
We will collect data on all SLOs.  Given the size of our program, this is still doable, but if the number of majors continues to grow at the present rate, we will reassess this.  
N.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
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