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SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES*

Please complete the schedule of assessment activities below by listing all program Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) by number down the left column and indicating when data were/will be collected (C) and when they were/will be discussed (D) by your faculty. You can also schedule/track program changes resulting from your assessment activities by indicating an “I” (implemented changes) where relevant. This schedule is meant to be fluid; providing a proposed schedule for future assessment while at the same time, providing a record of your efforts as the program planning cycle progresses.
	
	↓Semester after self-study
	
	
	
	Semester before next self-study↓

	SLOs
	F05
	S06
	F06
	S07
	F07
	S08
	F08
	S09
	F09
	S10

	1
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	2
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	3
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	4
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	5
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	6

7


	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	7
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I

	8
	C
	D
	D
	I
	I
	I
	D
	C
	D,C, I
	D,C, I


*Note: This template is based on a five-year program planning cycle. If your program planning follows another cycle (e.g., based on accreditation), please feel free to add (or subtract) columns as necessary.

	1. Core Principles of Microeconomics


1.1  Data Collection:

Fall 2008.  We have discussed alternative data collection methods for SLO 1.  Our last data collection was in Fall 2005, when we implemented a national test, the TUSE (Test of Understanding College Economics) exam.  However, after reflecting on how these data facilitate program assessment, it seems that further collection of TUCE data would not be worthwhile.  The TUCE exam does not allow our assessment to fit the character of the department, which emphasizes applied economics.  The TUCE exam tests a very specific type of economics; one might say it tests students to see how well prepared they are for graduate training in economics.  While some of our students do go on to graduate school in economics, the majority do not.  

Therefore, we have discussed doing something different.  We have spoken with the Office of Institutional Research (OIR), and are planning to assess students in all of our principles class, and all of our graduating seniors, in Spring 2009.   For this round of assessment, we will generate our own questions.  In addition to developing questions that match SLO1, we also have considered that data collected though an on-line survey could be subject to various types of bias (one example of which is sample selection) that perhaps an in-class survey would not.  However, in-class exams would likely avoid sample selection and other biases, but be more costly to collect, especially for longitudinal purposes.

We elaborate on which questions to ask on our assessment instrument below.    
1.2 What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?

Fall, 2008.  The TUSE exam is too broad and many instructors do not cover every topic in depth.  We need to redefine the core of microeconomics that we want to test.  
1.3 Action Item:
· We need to debate and refine three hallmarks for microeconomics (which can be thought of as “takeaways”, or, concepts we emphasize at the principals level and throughout the program.)

Fall, 2008.  We have begun breaking down SLO1 into three subcategories.  While we are still debating and refining three hallmarks for microeconomics, at present they are:

· Incentives Matter (law of demand; law of supply; rational decision makers weight marginal costs versus marginal benefits; the power of self-interest) 

· Opportunity Cost (sunk costs; production possibilities; the free-lunch fallacy; tradeoffs in consumption and production; grains from interpersonal and international trade; comparative advantage.)

· Supply and Demand (understanding the S&D model as a representation of individual choices in exchange based on individual preferences, knowledge and circumstances; ability to examine current events using S&D tools; movement versus shift; welfare analysis.)

1.4 Results of Action Items

Three things are scheduled to do next:

1. finalize the three hallmarks and then develop questions to test our students’ understanding of them
2. develop the on-line survey with the OIR, solicit students to take the survey, analyze the results

3. discuss how the results reflect on how well we are completing our missions.  For example, we would like to test for what may be called overall efficiency in teaching, as well as for achievement gaps and other phenomena of interest to our department, college and university.  These discussions should result in implementing program changes.
	2. Core Principles of Macroeconomics


2.1  Data Collection:

Fall 2008.  We have discussed alternative data collection methods for SLO 2.  Our last data collection was in Fall 2005, when we implemented a national test, the TUSE (Test of Understanding College Economics) exam.  However, for the reasons mentioned above with respect to SLO 1, we no longer feel that that further collection of TUCE data be worthwhile for assessment of SLO 2.  We are reconsidering survey collection methods, and are also reconsidering which questions to ask on our assessment instrument.  We elaborate on this below.   

2.2 What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?

Fall, 2008.  The TUSE exam is too broad and many instructors do not cover every topic in depth.  Thus, we need to redefine the core of microeconomics that we want to test.  

2.3 Action Item:
· We need to debate and refine three hallmarks for macroeconomics 

Fall, 2008.  We have begun breaking down SLO 2 into three subcategories.  While we are still debating and refining three hallmarks for macroeconomics, at present they are:

· Comparative Advantage (specialization and the gains from trade; globalization)

· Macroeconomic Measures (real versus nominal calculations; components and concept of GDP; components and concept of unemployment figures; calculation of inflation)

· Macroeconomic Models (circular flow; aggregate supply and demand; the market for loanable funds and interest rate determination; the demand and supply of money and price level determination)

2.4 Results of Action Items

Three things are left to do next:

1. generate the three hallmarks and then develop questions to test our students’ understanding of the hallmarks

2. develop the on-line survey with the OIR, solicit students to take the survey, analyze the results

3. decide how the results reflect on how well we are completing our mission.  For example, we would like to test for what may be called overall efficiency in teaching, as well as for achievement gaps and other phenomena of interest to our  department, college and university.

	3 Statistical Interpretation


3.1  Data Collection:
Fall 2008:  We have discussed a new method of data collection.  

Our undergraduate program offers two types of statistics classes, and in addition we emphasize statistical analysis throughout our program.  We will begin our new data collection and analysis process by collecting and analyzing the grades students receive in the following classes:  ECON 003: Economic Statistics; ECON 103: Econometrics (required form the BS degree).

	4 Core Principles from Specialist Areas


4.1  Data Collection:

Fall 2008:  We have discussed a new method of data collection.  

Our field classes are broken into four areas.  We will begin our new data collection and analysis process by collecting and analyzing the grades students receive in each of the following classes:

Area I, International Economics 
ECON 112: Economic Development; 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON136.html" \t "_courses" ECON 136: International Economics; 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON158.html" \t "_courses" ECON 158: The Political Economy of Privatization 

Area II, Financial Economics 
ECON 135: Money & Banking' 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON137A.html" \t "_courses" ECON 137A: Fundamentals of Corp. Finance; 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON137B.html" \t "_courses" ECON 137B: Topics in Corp. Finance; 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON139.html" \t "_courses" ECON 139: Principles of Investment 

Area III, Public Policy Economics 
ECON 121: Industrial Organization, 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON132.html" \t "_courses" ECON 132: Public Finance; 
ECON 141: Law & Economics; 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON151.html" \t "_courses" ECON 151: Labor Economics; 
ECON 166: Urban Economics 

Area IV, Quantitative Economics 
ECON 103: Econometrics, 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON104.html" \t "_courses" ECON 104: Mathematical Methods for Economics , 

 HYPERLINK "http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/catalog/courses/ECON138.html" \t "_courses" ECON 138: Business and Economic Forecasting
	5 Analytical Methods and Model-Based Argument


5.1  Data Collection:

We are developing a question to test SLO 5 on the exit exam, which we plan to administer online through the OIR.
5.2 What have you learned about these Student Learning Outcomes?
Fall 2008.  We have little hard data on SLO 5.  Casual empiricism and faculty discussion suggests that our students are very good at analyzing the costs and benefits of projects, and enter or return to the workplace with highly developed analytical skills. 

5.3 Action Item
· We need to develop and implement the exit exam.  After assessing this SLO, we may consider shifting some focus to certain areas, if we find that our students show any deficits.  

5.4 Results of Action Items

Fall 2008.  Teaching and learning will improve and classroom content will better match student needs and institutional goals.

	6 Relationship between Verbal, Mathematical, Statistical and Graphical Ideas


6.1  Data Collection:

We are developing a question to test SLO 6 on the exit exam, which we plan to administer online through the OIR.
6.2 What have you learned about these Student Learning Outcomes?

Fall 2008.  We have little hard data on SLO 6.  Casual empiricism and faculty discussion suggests that our students are very good at analyzing the costs and benefits of projects, and enter or return to the workplace with highly developed analytical skills. 
6.3 Action Item

· We need to develop and implement the exit exam.  After assessing this SLO, we may consider shifting some focus to certain areas, if we find that our students show any deficits.  

6.4 Results of Action Items
Fall 2008.  Teaching and learning will improve and classroom content will better match student needs and institutional goals.

	7 Applying Economic Theory to Various Social Settings


7.1  Data Collection:

We are developing a question to test SLO 7 on the exit exam, which we plan to administer online through the OIR.
7.2 What have you learned about these Student Learning Outcomes?

Fall 2008.  We have little hard data on SLO 7.  Casual empiricism and faculty discussion suggests that our students are very good at analyzing the costs and benefits of projects, and enter or return to the workplace with highly developed analytical skills. 

7.3 Action Item

· We need to develop and implement the exit exam.  After assessing this SLO, we may consider shifting some focus to certain areas, if we find that our students show any deficits.  

7.4 Results of Action Items

Fall 2008.  Teaching and learning will improve and classroom content will better match student needs and institutional goals.

	8 Evaluating Government Policy


8.1  Data Collection:

We are developing a question to test SLO 8 on the exit exam, which we plan to administer online through the OIR.
8.2 What have you learned about these Student Learning Outcomes?

Fall 2008.  We have little hard data on SLO 8.  Casual empiricism and faculty discussion suggests that our students are very good at analyzing the costs and benefits of projects, and enter or return to the workplace with highly developed analytical skills. 

8.3 Action Item

· We need to develop and implement the exit exam.  After assessing this SLO, we may consider shifting some focus to certain areas, if we find that our students show any deficits.  

8.4 Results of Action Items

Fall 2008.  Teaching and learning will improve and classroom content will better match student needs and institutional goals.
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