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SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES*

Please complete the schedule of assessment activities below by listing all program Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) by number down the left column and indicating when data were/will be collected (C) and when they were/will be discussed (D) by your faculty. You can also schedule/track program changes resulting from your assessment activities by indicating an “I” (implemented changes) where relevant. This schedule is meant to be fluid; providing a proposed schedule for future assessment while at the same time, providing a record of your efforts as the program planning cycle progresses.
	
	↓Semester after self-study data
	
	
	
	Semester before next self-study↓

	SLOs
	F06
	S07
	F07
	S08
	F08
	S09
	F09
	S10
	F10
	S11

	1
	D
	I/C
	D
	C
	C
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C

	2
	D
	I/C
	D
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C

	3
	D
	I/C
	D
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C

	4
	D
	I/C
	D
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C

	5
	D
	I/C
	D
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C

	6
	D
	I/C
	D
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C
	D/I
	C


*Note: This template is based on a five-year program planning cycle. If your program planning follows another cycle (e.g., based on accreditation), please feel free to add (or subtract) columns as necessary.

	1. Understand place within a geographical/spatial perspective at local, regional, and global scales.  Apply concepts and methods of spatial organization to analyze relationships within and between places. Analyze relevant contemporary issues and policies using maps, geographic concepts, and models.


1.1  Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

All assessment is collected as part of the Senior Seminar electronic portfolio compilation and submission.  As part of the e-portfolio and data collection, students in Senior Seminar also complete a Curriculum Assessment Survey as well as a Self-Assessment Essay.

Using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) student attainment of this SLO was 5.9.

1.2 What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

Discussion included possible consideration of a seminar course for incoming majors that more specifically deals with establishing a foundation in geographic history and thought.  This has been addressed to date in Senior Seminar courses, but there may be a need for a specific course as many geography majors come in with very little background in the discipline.  We will continue discussion on this issue.

1.3 Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
1.4 Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?

	#2 Understand the spatial characteristics of natural landscapes and ecosystems.  Identify and describe the components and processes that shape the Earth’s lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere at various scales.  Explain how Earth’s physical and biological processes are dynamic and interactive.


2.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

All assessment is collected as part of the Senior Seminar electronic portfolio compilation and submission.  As part of the e-portfolio and data collection, students in Senior Seminar also complete a Curriculum Assessment Survey as well as a Self-Assessment Essay.

Using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) student attainment of this SLO was 5.

In their Curriculum Assessment, students also identified this as an area of the major that needs to be improved.

2.2 What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

Faculty discussion has continued around the lack of physical geography courses beyond Geography 001 which is a basic, general education course in physical geography.   We concluded that a course needed to be added to address the need and student desire for more extensive physical geography coursework.

2.3 Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
The department added a course to the major Geography 124: Topics in Physical Geography.  It is being offered for the first time in Spring 2009 by Professor Pereira with Biogeography as the topic.

2.4 Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?

	#3 Understand of the diversity and geographic variations of human landscapes and societies.  Describe and explain how cultural landscapes evolve and how they vary geographically.  Describe the criteria used to define regions and explain why places and regions are important.  Demonstrate understanding of cross-cultural dynamics.


3.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

All assessment is collected as part of the Senior Seminar electronic portfolio compilation and submission.  As part of the e-portfolio and data collection, students in Senior Seminar also complete a Curriculum Assessment Survey as well as a Self-Assessment Essay.

Using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) student attainment of this SLO was 5.9.    In the student assessment survey, students felt that many of the cultural/human geography courses were too general and would like to see more courses that deal with fewer topic in greater depth.

3.2 What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

Discussions have focused on the student concerns about courses being too general.  This has been an ongoing conversation among faculty as we want to be thoughtful about addressing this concern.  We are considering several options to address this concern.  We are considering the option of working on changes to our regional courses.  For example:  Geog 150 is a course on the Geography of Latin America.  This is a very large region and because of that it is impossible to do any more than a survey.  We are considering changing this course to Geog 150a, b, c with each dealing with one part of the region.  E.G. Geog 150a might be the Geography of Central America.

3.3 Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
The department added Geography 125: Topics in Human Geography to the curriculum.  This allows us to teach an upper division course in a very specific topic.  The course was taught for the first time Fall 2007 as Geography of the Civil War.  The course was a seminar-type course and was very successful.  The plan is to ultimately offer Geog 125 once a year as faculty resources are available.

3.4 Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#4 Recognize and understand geographic relationships between humans and the environment.  Identify and describe ways in which human systems and settlement patterns develop in response to conditions in the physical environment.  Explain how human use and modification of the physical environment is affected by culture.  Understand how humans alter Earth’s systems and how change in one location may impact other locations.


4.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

All assessment is collected as part of the Senior Seminar electronic portfolio compilation and submission.  As part of the e-portfolio and data collection, students in Senior Seminar also complete a Curriculum Assessment Survey as well as a Self-Assessment Essay.

Using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) student attainment of this SLO was 5.6.  This will improve as students have the opportunity to take more physical geography courses.  The attainment was higher than in SLO 2 because all instructors include this in their courses to varying degrees.  

4.2 What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

All current faculty address this SLO in their courses to varying degrees.  Discussion has really centered around the need for more physical geography courses for our students.   This will be discussed again after we collect information from the first offering of Geog 124: Topics in Physical Geography in Spring 09.

4.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
4.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#5 Have the skills and understanding of tools needed to analyze and communicate geographic information using a variety of methods.  Formulate geographical research questions and apply appropriate data collection methods and analytical techniques.  Analyze geographic data, draw conclusions, and identify questions warranting further research.  Communicate geographic ideas and information through maps, graphs, tables, written, and oral reports.  Use maps to navigate and interpret scale, distance, terrain, and other spatial information.  Demonstrate understanding of methods of map and imagery interpretation.


5.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

All assessment is collected as part of the Senior Seminar electronic portfolio compilation and submission.  As part of the e-portfolio and data collection, students in Senior Seminar also complete a Curriculum Assessment Survey as well as a Self-Assessment Essay.

Using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) student attainment of this SLO was 5.2.  In the narrative portion of the student curriculum assessment, students identified this as an area of weakness.

5.2 What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

Discussion has been ongoing regarding this SLO and we have taken action to address the issues (see below).  As we work on our Program Planning and assessment we will continue to search for ways to improve student abilities in this area.  Geography 107, which is a basic course in understanding maps and geographic information has been offered once.  We are discussing the possibility of reviving this course to provide students with a basic understanding of geographic information prior to taking the required Geography 170: Introduction to Mapping and Geographic Information Systems.  

5.3 Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
The department developed two new courses to address this SLO.  Geography 135 is Qualitative Research Methods.  The department now offers its own 100W course, which was offered for the first time Fall 2008.

5.4 Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
	#6 Have the ability to prepare written and verbal presentations that report their geographical discoveries through analyses of appropriate documents, primary data, and/or archival data in a style appropriate to college level writing in Geography.


6.1 Data Collection:
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

All assessment is collected as part of the Senior Seminar electronic portfolio compilation and submission.  As part of the e-portfolio and data collection, students in Senior Seminar also complete a Curriculum Assessment Survey as well as a Self-Assessment Essay.

Using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest) student attainment of this SLO was 5.6.  Although most students did not identify this as an area of weakness in their training, the faculty does.

6.2  What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?
[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

There has been extensive discussion about this SLO.  We believe this is an area that needs further consideration and action.  We have taken action over the past year and next summer when we meet to talk about assessment we will again consider new possibilities for helping our students in this area.

6.3  Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?
The department developed two new courses to address this SLO:  Geography 135 Qualitative Research Methods and Geography 100W.  Geog 100W was offered for the first time Fall 2008.

6.4  Results of Action Items

[SEMESTER/YEAR] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?
Geography 135 has been offered twice and although student learning has improved, changes in pedagogy and process are being implemented for the course in Spring 2009.  These changes will include more experiential learning,  developing and working on a group project, field trips.  
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