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SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES*
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Student Learning Outcome #1 

	· MPH SLO #10. Use quantitative and qualitative data in program and policy analysis and recommendations. Assessed through the following course objective:

· HS 272 Course SLO #1: Identify data sources relevant to community health assessment and intervention planning. 




RECORD OF ASSESSMENT
Background: The MPH faculty decided to focus its assessment on two SLOs that were contained in the HS 272 Program Planning and Evaluation course. This course is taught by the same instructor, Dr. Dan Perales, in both the MPH campus program and the new MPH Distance Education Program. The faculty felt that the HS 272 course, in which students are assessed for the Graduate Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR), would be appropriate to assess in both campus and distance mode and to compare the SLO outcomes. The distance students are in a lock-step 24 month program, whereas the campus students can complete their degree in two to seven years. The distance students attend live on-line classes once a week through the Elluminate learning platform, with a maximum of seven sessions per course.

I. Data Collection: [Spring 2008] –The HS 272 course requires that students prepare a health promotion program plan that is written in the format of a proposal that could be submitted to a foundation or other organization for funding. As part of the program plan development, students must gather, analyze, and describe extant data that describes a particular health issue or health policy and the affected priority population. Data may be gathered from vital statistics databases and a review of the pertinent quantitative and qualitative research literature.  The final program plan contains an extensive problem statement (among other distinct parts) that contains cited and referenced descriptions of the quantitative and qualitative information that was gathered. A grading rubric is used by the instructor to assess the quality of the proposal’s problem statement, including the extensiveness of the literature review and the quality of the data interpretation and description. 
II. What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome? [Spring 2008] – A comparison of earned grade points for the both the distance and campus MPH students showed that there was no significant difference in the quality of the literature reviews or the data descriptions contained in the problem statement, between the two groups. Feedback from the distance students, who were in the second semester of their two-year program, indicated that they attributed their success in writing the problem statement to the Framework for Practice paper that they wrote in their first course (HS 200) in September 2007. This assignment requires that students write a short three to five page paper on a health topic of their choice that is properly cited and uses accurate APA writing style. The paper is designed as both an introduction to graduate level writing and as an assessment of the writing skills. The results of this assessment reinforces the utility of the Framework for Practice paper, as it supports achievement of this SLO. 
III. Action Item(s) (if necessary): No actions necessary.
Student Learning Outcome #2 
	· MPH SLO #8. Utilize a range of research and evaluation methods.  Assessed through the following course objective: 
· HS 272 Course SLO #1: Write a program implementation plan including a timeline and a budget.




RECORD OF ASSESSMENT

I. Data Collection:  [Spring 2008] – As noted above, the assessment of this MPH SLO was conducted through the HS 272 course. As part of the health promotion program plan that students prepare, they must incorporate a detailed program evaluation plan. The plan must describe how the program’s processes (health promotion program methods or intervention activities, such as education), its impact (the intermediate effect of those processes, such as increased knowledge), and the program’s desired outcome (e.g., reduction in obesity rates) are measured and evaluated. The final evaluation plan contains a description of the process, impact, and outcome data that needs to be gathered, where the data is located, how the data will be collected, and how it will be analyzed.  A grading rubric is used by the instructor to assess the quality of the evaluation plan’s structure and methods. 
IV.  What have you learn about this Student Learning Outcome?  [Spring 2008] – A comparison of earned grade points for the both the distance and campus MPH students showed that there was no significant difference in the quality of the evaluation plans. Feedback from both the campus and distance MPH students indicated that providing them with samples of previous evaluation plans, early in the course, proved very helpful. 
II. Action Item(s) (if necessary): No actions necessary.
MPH SLO and Matching Courses Summary Table

	Program Outcome
	courses

	1.  Identify, assess, communicate, and utilize group and community health education-related assets, needs, resources, and priorities of groups, organizations, and communities 
	200, 201, 161/261, 265, 272, 277

	2.  Predict future individual and community health needs and opportunities based on current evidence and societal changes;
	200, 276, 161/261, 293, 161

	3. Use an ecological approach to influence desired health outcomes; 
	200, 261, 262, 265

	4. Utilize evidence, theory, and insight to plan, implement, and evaluate effective health education and health promotion interventions; 
	200, 201, 261, 263, 271, 272, 293, 295

	5. Apply technologies, educational methods, and communication strategies that contribute to program objectives;  
	201, 271, 272, 265, 293

	6. Promote community health through community building and organizing;  
	200, 201, 271, 272, 276, 293

	7. Articulate research and evaluation purposes, principles, commitments, and methods; 
	200, 271, 272, 276, 293

	8. Utilize a range of research and evaluation methods;  
	272, 276, 293, 295:  

	9.  Collect, analyze, and communicate quantitative and qualitative data as appropriate;  
	200, 261, 267,  271, 272, 276, 293

	10. Use quantitative and qualitative data in program and policy analysis and recommendations
	261, 263, 272, 276, 293

	11. Emphasize community-based participatory research methods in assessment, evaluation, training, and research;
	200, 201, 265, 276, 295

	12. Work with individuals, groups, and communities in an inclusive and a culturally proficient manner;  
	200, 201, 276, 271, 277

	13. Manage human, fiscal, capital, and social resources to meet program objectives;  
	200, 262, 263, 293

	14. Collect, analyze, and apply data to understand and improve intervention needs and impacts; 
	262, 267, 272, 276

	15. Adhere to the ethical standards of the health education profession;   
	200, 262, 272, 293, 295, 291B

	16. Provide technical assistance and act as a health education resource across a broad range of settings;   
	200, 262, 271, 293

	17. Develop and promote lifelong learning opportunities;   
	276, 293, 291C

	18. Use strong academic skills to understand, articulate, and act upon public health needs and promising interventions;  
	200, 272, 295, 293

	19. Influence public policy through advocacy at local, state, and national levels; 
	262, 265, 276, 293

	20. Relate health education issues to larger social issues;
	200, 265, 276, 293

	21.  Incorporate global perspectives and emerging knowledge into action supporting public health;  
	200, 265, 276, 293

	22. Advance the profession of health education;   
	200, 277, 293

	23.  Take active leadership roles in the profession, within organizations, and in the community;  
	200, 201, 276, 293

	24. Otherwise work to assure conditions which protect and promote public health.
	200, 293
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