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What have you learned about student learning in the last semester?  What has your department done either programmatically or pedagogically to improve student learning in the spring 2008 semester? What motivated the change (qualitative &/or quantitative data report)? 

Please explain all activities. The form below is meant to be helpful. You may report your activities in any format that is interpretable by readers outside your department as well as within the department. 

C=Collect data
D=Discuss data among faculty
I=implement program changes based on data

	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results

	#1 Students will demonstrate an appropriate level of expertise in literary history, literary theory, and rhetoric;

#3 Students will demonstrate critical and analytical skills in the interpretation and evaluation of literary texts AND #4 Students will demonstrate a command of written academic English, including the abilities to a) organize and present material in a cogent fashion, b) formulate and defend original arguments, c) employ effectively the language of their discipline and d) write under time constraints.
	C
	As understanding of literary theory and history and the skill of literary analysis are inextricably linked, and that evidence of achievement in these areas can only be conveyed through mastery of written English, these three SLO’s are measured together.   

All seven of the seven students taking part 1 of the comprehensive exam passed (100%).  Two of the seven received a high pass.

Five of the seven students taking part 2 of the comprehensive exam passed (71%).  Thus, 86% of the exams administered this Spring were completed at a satisfactory (or higher) level.  Please note that students can take various parts at different times so while each exam section had seven students attempt it, they were not the same set of students.

As not all of the graduate course grades are in at the moment, we will leave a report on students’ performance in Spring 2008 coursework and its analysis until the next assessment report cycle.  



	#5 Students will demonstrate a reading knowledge of at least one foreign language.
	C
	Faculty in the SJSU Foreign Language Department report that four of our MA’s passed the Spanish exam.  One was tested in Modern Greek by faculty at UC Berkeley and passed.  

One student is currently finishing a fourth semester in Spanish as an alternative to the exam.

Two students have satisfied the requirement through previous training, one in Afrikaans, and one in Romanian. 



	#6 Students preparing for teaching careers will receive the appropriate instruction.
	D
	The department chose among a talented pool of applicants to hire a specialist in Rhetoric and Composition  (partly in order to better prepare our graduates for teaching positions).  The new hire will be beginning in the Fall.  We also discussed the desire to hire another faculty member in this field in the future to further strengthen our offerings in the area of rhetoric, composition, and its pedagogy.

	#7 Students will be prepared for further graduate study.
	C
	One Spring ’08 graduate applied to PhD programs only in California and was not successful.  As the PhD programs in California are all among the most competitive in the field, this was a difficult task.  

One Fall 2006 graduate applied to and was accepted at Washington State University.

One of our graduates is just finishing the PhD at UC Santa Barbara and is preparing to go on the job market.  Other graduates are currently doing well at the University of Massachusetts and Washington State University.


Please describe activities planned for the fall 2008 and spring 2009 semesters. These should match the schedule posted on the Web that is aligned with your Department Program Planning, but describe the activity in more detail. Include courses and SLOs to be assessed. Do NOT include faculty names.
	SLO
	F 08 & S 09
	Planned activities 

	#1 Students will demonstrate an appropriate level of expertise in literary history, literary theory, and rhetoric;

#3 Students will demonstrate critical and analytical skills in the interpretation and evaluation of literary texts AND #4 Students will demonstrate a command of written academic English, including the abilities to a) organize and present material in a cogent fashion, b) formulate and defend original arguments, c) employ effectively the language of their discipline and d) write under time constraints.
	Fall 08: CI

Sp 09: CD
	We will be implementing a change to the structure of the MA comprehensive exams to reflect changes in the MA reading list.  These will include replacing part 2 section C with a section on world literature and ensuring that poetry is the focus of part 1 section C.  We will also have new personnel constructing and grading these exams due to retirements and sabbaticals.  We will discuss the results of this change in Spring sessions of the department graduate committee.

We will collect and analyze data on these outcomes not only via the MA comprehensive exams (offered on the first two Saturdays in November and April) but also analyze the data from student performance in coursework during the Spring 2008 and Fall 2008 semesters.



	#2 Students will demonstrate high-level proficiency in literary research and in the synthesis of research.
	Fall 2008: C
	We will collect data on this outcome by examining student performance in English 201 (taught in Fall 2008).

	#5 Students will demonstrate a reading knowledge of at least one foreign language.
	Sp 09: C
	We will continue to collect data on rates of passage of the foreign language exam administered by the SJSU Foreign Language department on behalf of our department as well as record alternative ways in which this SLO is fulfilled.

	#6 Students preparing for teaching careers will receive the appropriate instruction.
	Fall 08: I
	Our new hire in Rhetoric and Composition will begin working in our department.  We hope that she will begin working directly with graduate students as early as possible.

	#7 Students will be prepared for further graduate study.
	Sp 09: C
	We will continue to collect data on student applications to PhD programs and hope to hear more from alumni who are now completing PhD’s. 
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