

Program Assessment Report


Assessment Reporting 

Spring 2009 – Spring 2010

As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information
	Degree Program(s):
	BS, Kinesiology and Athletic Training
	Department:
	Kinesiology

	Department Chair:
	Shirley Reekie
	Phone:
	4-3010

	Report Prepared by:
	Emily Wughalter
	Phone:
	4-3043


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	This is where you will type the actual student-learning outcome (SLO) on which you have focused. 
· Demonstrate the ability to research, organize, evaluate, and communicate information in the discipline of Kinesiology, using technological resources and communication tools. (Skills commonly encompassed by the term information competence) 




Evidence for Need:  
What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?

Actions Taken:  
What Changes to Curriculum or Pedagogy were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

Beginning with this academic year 2009-2010, members of the Kinesiology Undergraduate Committee began conceptualizing the SLOs for the Bachelor of Science degree programs (Kinesiology and Athletic Training) to juxtapose them with the Association for American Colleges & Universities (AAC&U) LEAP Objectives.  We are using the LEAP Objectives and Value Rubrics to guide our discussion of: what are the essential learning outcomes for Kinesiology?  This fall semester (2009) our Introduction to Kinesiology (Kin 70) and our Senior Seminar capstone (Kin 185) courses will be linked again.  For the final exam in each of these courses students will be asked to consider a question such as:  Within the broad domain of Kinesiology describe a minimum of three subdisciplinary perspectives on movement and physical activity with application to a practical field.  Faculty grading these essays will use the Critical Thinking Value Rubric (http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics/pdf/CriticalThinking.pdf) to grade students on the essay question.  The results of the rubric will be subject to a reflection by the students in their e-portfolios presented at the end of the Senior Seminar.  A comparison of student scores from the rubric in Kin 70 and Kin 185 will reveal changes in critical thinking across the major.
We hope that this is a good start at using the LEAP Value Rubrics to determine program effectiveness from beginning to end of a student’s program.  Faculty in Kin 70, Kin 100W, and Kin 185 have been meeting on a semester basis to discuss links across the courses and curriculum program.  The meetings will now include discussion and training for objectivity using the value rubric(s).
Evidence for Impact:  
What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 

We will have the outcome of this process after December, 2009.

Other information:
The schedule of assessment activity planned for the spring 2009 included the collection of data for SLO #3 that now reads: examine and analyze physical activity as it relates to the physiological responses and adaptations to exercise.  SLO #3 is specific to the Kin 155, Exercise Physiology, and core course in the Kinesiology Bachelor of Science curriculum.  The course description for the Exercise Physiology course reads:  physiological responses and adaptations of the human organism to physical activity.

               These data were collected during the spring 2009 semester from four lecture examinations, two laboratory examinations, and one application paper.  Scores on these individual items were evaluated to assess the knowledge and understanding related to the course description and accomplishment of the student learning objective related to acute responses and chronic adaptations of the human organism to physical activity.

The final grade distributions of the 64 students were as follows:


	Grade Earned
	Number of Students

	A
	17

	B
	16

	C
	25

	D
	4

	F
	0

	WU
	2
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