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As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information
	Degree Program(s):
	Nutrition Science
	Department:
	Food, Nutrition & Pkg

	Department Chair:
	Lucy McProud
	Phone:
	924-3100

	Report Prepared by:
	Kathryn Sucher
	Phone:
	924-3104


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	Communicate and educate effectively, to different ethnic groups and/or individuals, through writing, counseling, consulting and oral presentations


Evidence for Need:  
The dept faculty believed that written communication, an important part of our communication SLO, was a weakness of students in the undergraduate program.  In the first junior level nutrition course that undergraduate students are required to take, there is an assignment to write a review of the literature term paper based on a topic covered in the course.   In Fall of 2008, the assignment was scored using a rubric that included scoring grammar/mechanics. The following chart shows term paper grades and scores for Fall 2008.
	NuFS 106A (Nutrition & Life Span)
	Fall 08 

	Term paper grades
	% (n)

	A
	17 (8)

	B
	19 (9)

	C
	15 (7)

	D
	17 (8)

	F
	32 (15)

	Grades on writing/mechanics
	

	A
	28 (13)

	B
	15 (7)

	C
	23 (11)

	D-F
	34 (16)


Actions Taken:  
In Spring 2008, the new department writing standard was introduced.  If a student submits a paper that has 5 grammatical/spelling or APA format errors, the instructor will discontinue correcting it and  will be returned to the student. Students will have one week to resubmit the paper but their final score will be reduced by 10%.  All students were strongly encouraged to seek help at the University Writing Center before they turned in the paper the first time and subsequently. 
Evidence for Impact:  
We are very pleased that the new writing standard has improved term paper scores and writing/mechanics.  
	NuFS 106A (Nutrition & Life Span)
	Fall 08 (prior)
	Spring 09 (after)

	Term paper grades
	% (n)
	% (n)

	A
	17 (8)
	20 (9)

	B
	19 (9)
	20 (8)

	C
	15 (7)
	20 (9)

	D
	17 (8)
	20 (9)

	F
	32 (15)
	20 (9)

	Grades on writing/mechanics
	
	

	A
	28 (13)
	25 (11)

	B
	15 (7)
	32 (14)

	C
	23 (11)
	25 (11)

	D-F
	34 (16)
	18 (8)


The greatest change was in the percentage of students who received Cs rather than Ds and Fs with fewer students failing the term paper assignment. With respect to writing/mechanics grading on their term papers, there was large decrease in the number of students who received the lowest scores and a large increase in students receiving a B.  In some ways, as expected the number of students who received an A on their paper/writing stayed fairly constant since more than likely they did not need to visit the 

Writing Center.

NuFS 106A is taught every semester and we are continuing to collect data on the impact of the department writing standard.  In addition, data will be collected in another upper division course (NuFS 190 - only offered once a semester) to determine a change in scores from last year and if there is a carryover effect in those student who took NuFS 106A last semester.
Many departments have recognized writing to be a problem area and several of us have adopted the Occupation Therapy Dept’s writing standards.  This has resulted in the Writing Center being overwhelmed with students.  It now takes up to 2 weeks for students to get an appointment.  We strongly support that the  Writing Center receive additional funding since its impact on student writing is measurable and in some ways reduces the faculty work load in the courses that require substantial writing.
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