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Phyllis M. Connolly, Graduate Coordinator, 9/14/09
Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

Apply critical thinking and ethical decision-making including the use of the nursing and research processes:


Sub outcome:   Recognize the principles of basic statistical tests
Interpretation of basic statistical tests with assistance from statistical consultants.

Evidence for Need

Two methods were used to determine that students needed to improve their competency in the above 2 learning outcomes.
1. The report of First Advisors on student research projects in NURS 297 regarding the students’ ability to understand and select appropriate statistical tests for their research projects. And, once data were collected the students’ inability to interpret and report the findings of the statistical tests used in writing their manuscripts and presenting during the Oral examination.

2.  On several American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN)/Educational Benchmarking Institute (EBI) Master’s Level Nursing Exit Assessments students’ self-rating in the two learning outcomes described above were lower than other core outcomes. Although not significantly lower and our program still ranked higher than our 6 Bench Marked similar institutions and Carnegie Institutions, faculty believed that there was room for improvement.
Action Taken: 
The areas of concern were discussed during several Graduate Curriculum Committee meetings.  A survey was completed of all graduate courses to determine the strategies which were being using throughout the curriculum to accomplish the learning outcomes. Based on the results of the survey the following curriculum improvements were planned for implementation in every graduate course:

1. Require an increased demonstration of students’ understanding of the basic statistical tests and interpretation of basic statistical tests throughout all graduate courses.

2. Specifically in NURS 295 revising student learning outcomes for the course to reflect the expected learning outcomes cited above.

3. Requiring more rationale for the specific statistics used in any research critique.

4. Revise APSC 201 with Dr. Shifflet and integrating it as a requirement for at least the Nurse Educator Option; available Spring 2010

5. Explore providing a workshop for students with Dr. Shifflet; in progress
6.  Provide workshop for faculty; scheduled for 11/09/09.

Evidence for Impact

1. Improve student performance in research projects related to the statistical issues

2. Increased self-ratings on the AACN(EBI) Exit Survey

3. Faculty more comfortable with statistics facilitating student learning outcomes.

