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Assessment Reporting 

Spring 2009 – Spring 2010

As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
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Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	Goal II.d:  Familiarity with a wide range of works of British, American, and World literature, including folk and popular forms.


Evidence for Need:  
What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?
Results of student questionnaires administered in 2007 and 2008, together with open meetings of Curriculum Committee for receiving feedback from faculty identified this as an area that needs to be addressed.  Students completing the senior capstone course (Engl 193) seem to have a weak familiarity with a wide range of literary works. 
In Fall 2007 only 35% of Students in English 193 appeared from evidence in their portfolios to demonstrate the “Ability to recognize and appreciate the importance of major literary genres, subgenres, and periods,” (a skill in the goals list that is closely related to goal II.d), and only  58% self-reported as satisfying II.d, a figure the faculty generally concluded is unrealistically high.
Actions Taken:  
What actions were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

The Department will implement a new requirement that students take all four of the foundational “sophomore survey” courses in American and British Literature Engl 56A, 56B, 68A and 68B), rather than the present requirement of only two (the earlier periods: 56A and 68A).  
Evidence for Impact:  
What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 

Although the impact of this change will take time to be felt, initial data can be collected on student knowledge in English 193 (Senior Capstone Course)  in the fall 2009 and spring 2010 semesters to begin to verify whether taking the additional two courses results in a wider and deeper knowledge of British, American, and World Literature, including folk and popular forms.
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