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As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
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Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	7.  Cultural Knowledge

Develop the students’ ability to understand the cultural and intellectual development of German-speaking civilizations and societies within their socio-political contexts.


Evidence for Need:  
What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?

According to an earlier assessment plan, Germ 25B should have been evaluated in spring 09.  However, that course was cancelled.  Also, the assessment requirements have changed (one SLO across the courses).
The collected assessment data for the German classes in spring 09 actually attest that learning at an adequate rate takes place in all tested categories (as evidenced by diagnostic and summative assessments, students’ self-assessments, and grades [ranging from A to C]).

Nevertheless, the German Program strives for continued improvement.  SLO 7 (Cultural Knowledge) has been chosen, in particular because in fall 09, courses will be offered that feature a cultural component.  

Actions Taken:  
What actions were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

In order to improve SLO 7 (Cultural Knowledge) the following changes will be taken in fall 09:

· In Germ 1A, more attention shall be paid to the second part of each chapter of the textbook, which includes cultural aspects

· For Germ 25A and Germ 101A, the faculty is considering the use of different textbooks that feature more cultural aspects

· In 102B, which is a culture course, more parallels to the US should be drawn to point out the similarities in the development of the two nations and thereby to underline the relevance of German culture for American students.  Such a comparison will draw on the students’ knowledge of the history and civilization of their own country in order to facilitate the understanding of the target culture.  Furthermore, such an approach will highlight the interconnectivity and interdependence in a globalized world.  
Evidence for Impact:  
What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 

Learning improvement data will be gathered throughout the fall semester and assessed at the conclusion of the courses.
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