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Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	This is where you will type the actual student-learning outcome (SLO) on which you have focused. 

· M.A. TESOL SLO 1B: Demonstrate an understanding of and an ability to articulate the relationships between the various intrasentential levels and features of English structure.

· M.A. TESOL SLO 1C: Demonstrate an understanding of the structure of meaning in English and of how meaning is conveyed in structures beyond the sentence level.




Evidence for Need:  
What evidence is being used to identify these SLOs as candidates for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?

We have chosen two SLOs rather than one because the need we have identified relates to both. Our goal is actually more specific than the ones cited in the SLOs: in reflecting on students’ abilities to demonstrate the cited understandings, we have found that students are already quite proficient in doing so when the structures in question are given to them and they are told how to find them. However, it is not yet clear to us how well they are able to find for themselves structures they have not yet formally covered in their coursework. Ideally, our coursework not only introduces to our students many common English structures and their uses and meanings, but also asks our students to become “mini discourse analysts,” able to determine and closely examine structural form, meaning, and use without having to take more formal coursework. In other words, our goal is to create more independent students. Hitherto we have not explicitly endeavored to do this; hence, there is no “prior assessment activity” in this area.
Actions Taken:  
What actions will be taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

The most relevant M.A. TESOL course in which to implement the suggested independent study is LLD 260. Currently on tests and assignments students examine structures previously discussed in the course. In Fall 2009, one assignment (or perhaps a test) late in the semester will require of the students to apply their general analytical skill to finding a new grammatical structure that they have not formally covered in the course but that is fairly common in English nonetheless. The assignment will ask students to identify the structure, provide background research on it, and discuss its meaning and use in certain authentic texts (found by students themselves).
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