Philosophy Department Assessment Plan for BA Spring 2009

Learning Outcomes

Graduates with a BA in Philosophy will 
1. Be able to identify, discuss and constructively engage with, in both written and oral fashion, core areas and methods of Philosophy, and major figures and ideas in various historical periods and in various traditions from around the world.

2. Have the ability to understand texts and oral presentations and to identify and critique the arguments expressed in these texts.

3. Have the ability successfully to collect and evaluate information and carry out research projects and successfully to share the results in both written and oral form.

4. Have an understanding of the demands of responsible citizenship and an understanding of how to make and defend ethical choices. 

5. Have an understanding of the ways in which culture, race, ethnicity, gender, economic class, sexual orientation, and national membership influence perceptions about reality, knowledge and value. 

Matching learning outcomes to courses at the Undergraduate Level:

Learning outcome 1: 09, 66, 70A, 70B, 104, 106, 108, 109, 113, 119, 120, 121, 132, 149, 155, 157, 158, 159, 160, 190/290, 291, 292, 293

Learning outcome 2: All courses

Learning outcome 3: All courses

Learning outcome 4: 61, 108, 110, 111, 115, 119, 121, 126, 132, 133, 155, 186, 292

Learning outcome 5: 57, 61, 104, 108, 110, 111, 114, 119, 121, 122, 186

Assessment Plan, Spring 09

As we reviewed the results of our assessment for Fall 08, we noted two things.  The first was that though our SLOs were conceptually distinct, they could more efficiently be assessed in groups.  Thus we compressed our original list of eleven SLOs into five.  Second, we identified writing as one of the things we felt needed to be addressed.  Accordingly, we identified SLO 3 as the SLO we wanted to work on.  Our plan to do this is as follows.  SLO 3 is one that students work on in every class for majors.  Accordingly, we have drafted a common set of detailed instructions on writing a philosophy paper and plan to have every instructor use this in his/her class for majors in Fall 09.  We will also post this document on our web page.  We will then review sample papers in Spring 10 to assess the success of this effort.  

