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As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information

	Degree Program(s):
	RTVF
	Department:
	TVRadioFilmTheatre

	Department Chair:
	Ethel Walker
	Phone:
	4-4530

	Report Prepared by:
	Babak Sarrafan
	Phone:
	4-4536


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	(SLO#4) Student Learning Objective #4: Understand how to plan, produce, write and direct radio, television and film/cinema projects. Achieve professional-level skills of production. Select and operate video/television, film, and audio/radio technologies.


Evidence for Need:  

 What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?

In Fall of 2006, RTVF 91 Instructor LeFever gave an assignment of writing, producing and recording a Public Service Announcement (PSA) for Radio broadcast. The project has four parts that were graded: 1) written treatment, 2) production Meeting, 3) written script of the PSA and 4) the recorded project on audio CD. This assignment is the culmination of the learning experience for audio production. The student must be able to come up with an idea for a PSA, verbally articulate his/her idea and record their project on audio CD that is on-time and with good production values. In SLO# 4 the student will understand how to plan, produce, write and direct radio, television and film/cinema projects. Achieve professional-level skills of production. Select and operate video/television, film, and audio/radio technologies. Of the 15 students enrolled in this class, 4 students received As, 6 Bs, 3 Cs and 2 students failed to turn in the assignment.

To insure the success of this SLO in this class and the chain of classes students will follow an improvement was needed. 
Actions Taken:  

What actions were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?
In Spring 07 and Spring 09, one of the suggestions discussed to improve the student learning objective #4 was to create a separate audio class and a separate video class. This approach insures students concentrate on one topic and can get a solid background both in audio and video production.

We are also changing our RTVF curriculum to use The “Core Course” Model.
After our program review process and  the assessment of RTVF production classes (RTVF 91, RTVF 171, RTVF 190, RTVF 182a, RTVF 185, and RTVF 172), recommendation was made to consider a core course model in which the curriculum is organized around Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced production courses, culminating in a capstone experience. This requires careful coordination, but once in place, works exceedingly well. Generally, the beginning level would focus on the myriad technical aspects of production; the intermediate level would stress aesthetics, style and craft development while further advancing the technical training; and the advanced level would center on the production of truly competitive short films.

It is essential to the success of a core course design that learning outcomes for each course be

clearly defined and that instructors strictly enforce prerequisites, something that is not

adequately enforced currently. Once a core sequence is established, it becomes easy to see how

other courses, both production-oriented and “academic” courses, dovetail with, and buttress, this

curricular “spine.” 
Evidence for Impact:  

What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 

We are currently doing the paperwork to update our Curriculum and hope to have it implemented by Fall 2010.
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