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As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
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Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	SLO#5 - Develop persuasive research evidence in the format of academic journal publication.


Evidence for Need:  

What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?

F 07 Data collection: Research Paper, by Professor Drew Todd in TA 220 according to syllabus guidelines.  TA/ENG 220, students were called upon to do extensive research, both primary and secondary, on a subject relevant to the course material and topic; to engage and synthesize this material using analytical-critical methods; and to write a term paper that employs the manifesto format as a lens through which to examine performance and production.  On this assignment,  10% of the students received an A,  25% an A-, 20% a B, 15% a B- and 30% an Incomplete, not yet having finished the assignment.

F 08 Based on Discussion of Data: Graduate student mastery of fundamental research skills continues to be a challenge.  Faculty will take a closer look at  1) the admissions standards for acceptance to the program, 2) increased requirement of  research-oriented coursework as precondition for admission, and 3) increased use of the “first year review” as a method of informing students of deficiencies in these areas.

SP 08 In TA 242  (Seminar in Performance Audiences) students developed research papers targeted specifically towards journal publication,  The final project included a requirement of submitting a journal article or conference paper.  Out of ten students enrolled in this seminar only 50% met the instructor stndards for journal-worthy submissions.
Actions Taken:  

What actions were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

F06 To make students more aware of standard research approaches, TA 200  now uses Booth, Williams and Colomb's The Craft of Research to provide a foundation in general research methodologies before presenting particular approaches prevalent in theatre and media performance research. The department has hired a new faculty member, film scholar Alison McKee, with major responsibilities in the graduate program.  Dr. Mckee has introduced new required readings that are designed to make graduate students more aware of publication opportunities and submission standards specifically oriented to critical studies of film.

SP 08 Following the model of the final project requirement in TA 242 listed above, other graduate-level seminars will use assignments targeted to specific journal requirements.  TA 200 in particular will require that  students identify a list of appropriate publication sources and to report their submission requirements.

SP 09 The department  is now including in its Culminating Experience (Option B -TA 298) requirement student submission and Graduate Committee acceptance of a journal quality article or conference paper in the subject area of the student’s proposed course of study.  Option A -TA 299 students write a thesis which we consider to be of equivalent quality to academic journal publication format.

F 09 Modifications of required texts and course assignments in TA 200, the introduction of the journal article requirement as part of the Culminating Experience (Option B) in TA 298, and new admissions standards focused more on potential students’ undergraduate experience in research-oriented coursework will all be in place.
Evidence for Impact:  

What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 

We are still in the process of evaluating the impact of the actions taken. Of the 15 students enrolled in TA 200 in fall 2006, three have completed  the masters thesis, four have advanced to candidacy, and two have otherwise met SLO#5 according to the faculty rubric for journal quality research and writing.  Other modifications listed above will be evaluated through evaluation of final papers in TA 200, completion rates for journal articles in TA 298 and thesis completion in TA 299 during fall 2009.
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