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Assessment Reporting 

Spring 2009 – Spring 2010

As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information
	Degree Program(s):
	BA/BS
	Department:
	Biological Sciences

	Department Chair:
	John Boothby
	Phone:
	4-4850

	Report Prepared by:
	Michael Sneary
	Phone:
	4-4885


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	An increase in the number of students interested in pursuing undergraduate research opportunities 


Evidence for Need:  
While the department maintains a significant research effort, very few undergraduate students take advantage of this opportunity.  One factor that might contribute to this situation is the more traditional focus and pedagogy of the core courses.  With funding from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) ($1.5M), the department is in the process of restructuring its lower division core courses.  The more traditional taxon based core of three semesters is being reformed into a two semester sequence. This experience will be driven by the broader themes of ecology and evolution and it will entail a significant increase in enquiry-based learning.  
Changes to Curriculum or Pedagogy:  
Changes to the structure of our core majors’ courses including a shift from traditional lecture/lab formats to lecture/lab/activity.  In addition the new labs are focused on active student participation in data collection and analysis.
Evidence for Impact:  
We will collect data with respect to this SLO starting in the Fall of 2009

Page 1 of 1 



