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As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information
	Degree Program(s):
	M.A. Biology
	Department:
	Biological Sciences

	Department Chair:
	John Boothby
	Phone:
	4-4850

	Report Prepared by:
	Michael Sneary
	Phone:
	4-4885


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	Completion of the M.A. degree with a culminating experience in an internship in industry or government


Evidence for Need:  
The department has employed traditional methods in creating a culminating experience for our M.A. students.  This experience has entailed a written and an oral examination upon the completion of the required 30 units of coursework.  To allow for an increase in the number of M.A. students (without burdening the decreased number of faculty with an increase in the number of traditional culminating experiences) and to allow students to complete the culminating experience in a number of other relevant ways, the department has agreed to allow students complete this requirement in three additional ways (See Below)

Changes to Curriculum or Pedagogy:  
Students may opt to complete their culminating experience in the traditional way under advisement from a faculty member in the form of a written and an oral exam.  They may also opt into the Alternate masters Program (AMP) in which they may complete the culminating experience in one of the three following ways:

· Completion of a successful internship in industry or government

· Completion of the Advanced GRE with a score in the upper 50th percentile

· Completion of a successful teaching assignment within the department

Evidence for Impact:  
Students selected into the M.A. graduate program in the Fall of 2009 or the spring of 2010 by the graduate coordinator will be given the opportunity to enter the Alternate Masters Program and choose a less traditional culminating experience.  Students choosing the internship track would be followed closely to assess their ability to secure an internship, establish a working relationship with industry mentor and submit an internship plan.  Completion of the M.A. including coursework and the internship will most likely take the student into the spring of 2011.  Preliminary evidence for the success of this program will be provided by the successful completion of the milestones listed above.
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