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Assessment Reporting 

Spring 2009 – Spring 2010

As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information
	Degree Program(s):
	MS Nutrition Science
	Department:
	NuFS & PKG

	Department Chair:
	Lucy McProud
	Phone:
	924-3100

	Report Prepared by:
	Kathryn Sucher
	Phone:
	924-3104


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	SLO 4.  Analyze data collected using appropriate methodology




Evidence for Need:  
What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?
In the NUFS graduate program, all graduate students must complete a project or thesis.  Most do a research project in which data is collected and analyzed.  In Fall of 2009, the graduate research coordinator realized that student were coming to him for help in analyzing the data.  They were requiring help with both formatting of data so it could be statistically tested using SPSS but also for help determining which statistical test should be used.  

Actions Taken:  
What Changes to Curriculum or Pedagogy were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

To make graduate students more capable with analyzing their own research findings the department submitted a minor curriculum change for the NuFS 217, the first graduate class they take after passing a competency exam.  The department added pre/co req of an intermediate  statistics class. 

Evidence for Impact:  
What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 
The graduate research coordinator had been keeping records on the number of student who see him for statistical help.  In  Spring and so far in Fall 2009, he has found over a 50% reduction in students who need significant help.  Now when grad students come to see him they are mostly there to discuss the results of their statistical findings. 
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